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The revolution from below intensified in 1989. Economic
wéoam:& for many. The whole country was cailed upon to help alleviate
ing of Armenians, who had been devastated by an earthquake on Dec
1988, in which twenty-five thousand were killed. The earthquake alon
Q.ﬁ.:cvﬁ cleanup, were additional costs to an economy Somwgm& byl
prices, but even greater burdens came with the growing social mEMﬁ
frners went on strike in the Kuznetsk Basin in Siberia and the Donbass i

roval rating fell from well over 80 percent at the end of 1989 to 56 percent
eend of 1990,

THE dZWk<mEZG OF THE EMPIRE AT HOME

‘one the nationalist movements in the Soviet Union escalated their demands.
989 Lithuania and Estonia declared themselves sovereign republics and
¢ that their laws overruled Soviet laws. In July Latvia followed their exam-
the fiftieth anniversary of the Nazi-Soviet Pact, August 23, massive
strations were held throughout the Baltic. The central party authorities
ned separatist tendencies, declaring that “things have gone too far” in the
epublics, and Gorbachev met with the three Baltic Communist leaders to
e'situation, but he hesitated to initiate a crackdown on the rebellious repub-
wo months later, on November 16, the Lithuanian Politbure decided that the
rshould be independent of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.
rbachev was extremely reluctant to use physical force against the popula-
hich his own policies had awakened. He told a high-level meeting called to
55 the nationality question that “we will not depart from the path of solving
blems by means of political methods, but where the critical nature of the
n dictates it, where there is a threat to people’s lives and safety, we will act
ely, using the full force of Soviet laws” In answer to calls by non-Russian
aders for greater rights for the union republics, national military units, the
1 of autonomous republics to union republics, and changes in boundaries,
hev refused to change the status and borders of national entities. While all
oi¢-the Union ethnic conflict erupted and nationalist movements grew
1, the ruling party stood pat. :
‘Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, the local Communist parties steadily
Jaithority to nationalists organized in popular fronts. Under pressure from
socialism” : . alists, the Supreme Soviet in Baku declared Azerbaijan a sovereign socialist
that mHMMWH. MMMMMMMHMM m_MMHMMMnanMMmmMMN slowly 84.,6& an ::mma.wy : ithin the USSR, claiming that that sovereignty extended over Karabakh and
omy from command toward marketizati wdg were r m@EH&. to move th : hevan, and spoke of secession from the USSR. Azerbaijani activists marched
ation. Lhe party’s economic pol order with Iran, tore down Soviet border posts, and linked up with Azeri
: triots on the other side. In a country where just a few years earlier an
what a had been shot down for violating the Soviet border, now guards were
_.Em:mmwm mwoMmWOIMMoMMMw MMMMMNWMMNNMWMMEMMM@EM@. that Eame,m | fcdnottoresistas ordinary citizens opened theborder on theix own. Georglans
able for reform, “was a strategic miscalculation” conditions were mo oht with .\vaamEmﬁm and Osetins, and wo& minority um.sob&:._mm eventually
The stagnating cconomy ate away at the nm::m by th o ed their desire to secede from Georgia. Western GW.BEP .EEn.r had never
it was competent to provide for a prosperous fatur %> e Communist P fmnmammn& to mnﬁmﬁ rule, m.umnmﬁ.m a nnEQ.. mop.‘ separatist nationalism. In early
people thought of the party powerful as a self-servi L greater num ember a Ukrainian nationalist organization, Rukh (Movement), was
Ing, corrupt, incompetente ed in Kiev, but Ukraine, the second most populous Soviet republic, was not
d'around a nationalist agenda. Russians and Russian-speaking Ukrainians
. ) d an identity with the Soviet Union. In neighboring Moldavia violence
way to material hardships and growing chaos, Gor bachev’s popularity érod up the Zo<m=ﬁm_uma celebration of the _,m<o_cmo:m§ Emwwms and both Turkic

n.o& dust off after a shift. This was the first widespread expression of lab
since the 1920s. Gorbachev hurriedly made concessions to keep this vital
energy flowing, and in September the Supreme Soviet recognized thy
workers to strike. Gorbachev had hoped to raise the Soviet mnObo.Ew

.Eﬂmw from the legal economy and shifted much of that into bootleggin
inttial upsurge in economic indicators in 1986
, the e pids
i conomy began a rapidi
) mwiumnrné encouraged the introduction of cooperatives, whi
co MQ:&;N owned, and therefore not quite private enterprises, but operat
pendently of the mﬂm.;m. The bureaucracy frustrated and sabotaged the coo]
at every opportunity, refusing them supplies, financing, and access o
currency. dx.w cooperatives that survived had high costs and therefore:
prices moH., their services and goods. Disgruntled consumers complained ;
cooperatives, accusing them of speculation, and the growing crimina

Wﬂmﬁmmm ﬁvm. system. But his own team of reformers was not sure how far
rime Minister Ryzhkov opposed any movement “beyond the frame




500 pPa .
RT V « REFORM AND REVOLUTION CHAPTER 19 + Reform and the Road to Revolution 501

? The day after he left, fifty thousand Germans demonstrated in Leipzig
the regime. Soviet troops were ordered to stay in their barracks. Party
‘Erich Honecker ordered his troops to fire on the crowds, but the conductor
vasur intervened and prevented violence. By October 18 Honecker had
nd on November 9 the Berlin Wall was dismantled by crowds of ordinary
Gorbachev, who had urged reforms in the GDR that its leaders had-been
t to implement, was reported to have said, “Life punishes latecomers”
e by one the East European Communist regimes were replaced by coali-
ven non-Communist governments. On Christmas Day 1989 the ruthless
of Rumania, Nicolae Ceaucescu, was overthrown and executed. The major
issue remaining in Europe was the question of the two German states,
chev had long insisted that the West would have to accept the division of
. nany, but, according to his foreign policy advisor, the general secretary “was
“MMHM% MM Mwmsﬂmﬂww MMMW was Bm.r.ubmmw noﬂ.Bﬁmm as firmly t dy: convinced that without a resolution of the Germany question ... no
Communists gm&w © shift (o H_QM mx“q itical thaw in the dmmw., EastE : ciliation would occur in Europe or the world” The Soviet leader saw West
long-time patty boss, Janos N«me .ﬁwm Mm: In 1988 Em E:smmﬂm.sm ret any as its “main partner in the building of a new Europe”” Still, it was not
revolution. At the ww . mo mem M M:. to Em. Soviet suppression of; vear after the collapse of the Eastern European Communist governments in
association and a :E_m o mm ﬂ me legalized freedom of asse 1989, an event that changed completely the post—World War II political
new political system :Mv ENS ys st and on March 3 Qouvmnr.g sanct lent, that Soviet leaders consented to a united Germany.
calling for free elections and WMJ... . Nn_m_uz:m amEo.smﬁmﬁoa in Budy orbachev probably did not anticipate that the East European regimes would
barbed sire that separated Eian € wit mnmém_ .o», Soviet troops. In earl ¢ 50 quickly or that socialism would be so rapidly abandoned in favor of
opened for fres Qmw ot %ﬁw m% .E.azw_m was removed, and the b n-style market capitalism. The precipitous rush from the Soviet model was
hundreds of East Germuns Mmﬁr MH Hmmnnwn came from Ew Soviet, ‘blow to the historical justifications for socialism in the Soviet Union.
hatch to the West. Iy Pofad Bmm.ﬁ e m.cbmgmu border crossings as gh many of the original rebels against the Communist dictatorships in
had cracked mos& on e i MQ _Qmﬂ.oH, General <<.8n5.nr H.mENn_m, tn Europe were, in fact, socialists who were seeking some third way between
carlies, opencd a didlosug it MM mEoQ.m.Sn Eo<m.5n:r Solidarity, can-style capitalism and Soviet-style state socialism, the enthusiasm for the
talks were hold vmgwg. e C € opposition, and in mmv.EmQ H.wmo.w et-economy overwhelmed that alternative in the immediate aftermath of the
elections on June 4. St moEBcM_ma mnn_ Solidarity, which led et revolutions” in Eastern Europe. Only a few years later would more moder-
exposed as an ‘ \ .Q swept the elections, and Ew Comrnu formers, and even former Communists, be returned to power in Hungary,
. unpopular minority party. In August the Soviet Defens d, and elsewhere as the original bloom of excitement over the market
ordered its troops in Eastern Europe not to interfere in domestic confli y faded.
MMMNM%MM WMWMMMMM QMMMMMMMH Nm 5M OowgBF.EE Party in Poland an Gorbachev’s foreign policy revolution radically changed the nature of the
cally told to relinquish Wm: en nsﬁr .mo _QWH.HJ\. d._m Oom.:ﬁcam.a . national political system. No longer a superpower, the Soviet Union quickly
the stark choice of concents wmoﬁmm M their Huo.rsm& rivals without a fig ts military and political influence in the world. In the West pundits spoke of
the military, Gorbachey nrommm MmH mEOnm‘mnNmnos of Eastern Europe /SSR as having lost the Cold War, but in large part the Soviets simply lost in
empire in Eastern Europe were M o vo ﬁwm orce. The days of the Sovie what they had won in World War II. Their empire in Eastern Europe was
The radical shifts in Bastern ME ered. . . : and Germany once again a strong, united statc in central Europe. Gorbachev
first when he visited Wegt croron urope were officially sanctioned G‘. Gorbag drew Soviet troops from Afghanistan and restored ties with China in 1989,
possibility of bringing down the M:M.E awﬂ._%m and msmémumn_ 2 @Ewmng abol ir more than thirty years of hostility between the two countries. The USSR was
world? But much more dramatic er M . m.h .g saying, “Nothing is etern bnger able economically or militarily to project its power in the Third World.
its forticth anniversary, Bven as Smm_u is SM_H on October 6 to mmﬂ mﬂ. ents in the Middle East had no recourse but to recognize the increased power
Gorbachey mads & nF“E. e mm ME brace .Em leaders of the socialist G United States or risk isolation or defeat. In his last year in power Gorbachev
regime with & o oviet ﬁHEob would not back up the pted to mediate the conflict between the United States and Traq over Irag’s
o0ps. Crowds shouted, “Freedom, freedom! Gorby! on of Kuwait, but by that time Soviet influence was at a low ebb, and the

and Slavic peoples within the republic looked toward the central Soy b
ment to protect them against the more nationalist Moldavians. el

SURRENDERING STALIN’S EMPIRE

wmm.oﬁ:ma in Eastern Europe watched the events in Moscow attentively,
Union was the major conservative force in the Soviet bloc, &o.nmm
n.wﬂ.EmE% preventing reform in the Eastern European economies an
since the Prague Spring of 1968. In his very first days in office, indeed;
of Chernenko’s funeral in March 1985, Gorbachev had E,mmn it m_
Communist leaders of Eastern Europe that the Brezhnev Doctrine, tha
would intervene to save the present regimes in Eastern Europe ,E.m
Soviet policy. For East German Communists particularly this mEmw si
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dispute would be settled by a stunning show of American military miglit iy existed in the Soviet Union. Article 6 became a symbolic issue of enor-
1991. Gorbachev’s achievements in bringing the Cold War and the di sig importance, and Gorbachev’s opposition to its removal, which he later
mﬁov.n to an end were recognized when he was rewarded with the Nobel Pr L iided as necessary maneuvering in the face of the conservative opposition in
peacein Gw.o. There were no prizes, however, for his progressive weakeni arty, alienated the liberals, One of his most determined critics, urging radical-
USSR and his ultimate failure to hold together the country he ruled. - f perestroika, was academician Andrei Sakharov, who was gearing up for
with mozumnrmwﬂ when, on December 14, 1989, he suffered a fatal heart
ess than two months later the general secretary came out for eliminating
, moved up the date for the next party congress, and arranged for real
of officials within the party. On February 7 the Central Committee
ced the party’s monopaly on power. A new political arena had been created
ich political organizations and parties could freely compete with the
wnists for political power, for the first time since the days of the civil war.
“We 1o 1 ) 5 7January 1990 Gorbachev was a fireman rushing from one conflagration to
_.bm b.o onger FE_A that we are the best and that we are always right, that ext. Television viewers watched as he stood in the streets of Vilnius, Lithuania,
W N wpmmmﬁm EE.H us are our enemies.” On his way to an audience with Pope] nded by a quarter of a million people, and tried, and failed, to convince the
au ._, he sanctioned the idea of tolerance for religion: “Faith is a matfe; nians that it was to their advantage not to declare independence from the
nobmewsnm for each person and something in which no one should interfe Union. Before the Lithuanian crisis had settled down, Azerbaijanis in Baku
summit of the Warsaw Pact r.m repudiated the Soviet invasion of Czechios attacking and killing Armenians. After some hesitation, Gorbachev sent
Mbm.wﬁ m.._m USSR on g ecord in favor of political rather than military- to restore order in Baku and to prevent the popular front there from increas-
dealing with problems in Eastern Europe. He could see that events were & power. Bloody fighting ensued; hundreds were killed, and Azerbaijanis
ing the party and that the apparatchiki were preventing the party from lea decisively against the central Soviet regime.
MMO%M “bmwMMzb_,_MEm WE he continued to believe that the party “could be rep orbachev was the head of a party-state that was a kind of grand coalition
have led to o :Emw ow HMSHMMOO MMH_ w%mma o.m the oEﬁ. wﬁ..@ H.mmmma, whi rieasily included reformers who looked ahead to a multiparty socialist
ime he stoadl éoM_n& . GM.M Committee and his a_m:.a_mmmr but mﬁ. tacy, a multinational federation of republics with greater local control, and
o st Emmﬁwﬁo& weakening party power and shifting authori nmunist Party that would look more like the social democratic parties out of
, - . lch: Bolshevism grew, and conservatives who wanted preservation of the
a &MMH:M MHMMM: MMHMMM:MEE Mmrwmoﬁmw Deputies and the Suprem mimunist Party as the unchallenged leading force in the country, a centralized
and gave Ooamnmg now nrm. 0op O ﬁm M state structure from the @ﬁn.w to.th lontof subordinate republics, and tighter control over the instruments of
But the old lnsti g airman o Q&, anew base of power outside the ation. But unlike the most radical democrats, Gorbachev was not prepared
ut the o nstitutions of party control still remained very influential bo up on socialism or the Communist Party or to allow separation of the
S_Emﬁﬂmm, the army, and the police and outside of Moscow in the regi Russian republics from the Soviet Union. “Our ideal is a humane, democratic
H@uvr@. The .oE power structure still bad to be dismantled, and resistan lism;” he told the Central Committee in February 1990. “We remain commit-
R d ﬂwma H&cnﬁo: of party power grew among party leaders. The prime he choice made in October 19177 The Communist Party would compete in
ﬂu. HUM mnmém.ﬂm& toward mﬁ. more conservative Ligachey, while th w multiparty political arena for the position of ruling party. One embold-
W a M_ngmm mMBoMmMMm mownmm“ clustering around %&QE. msmr& for more rapid onservative hinted broadly that Gorbachev should be removed: “Someone
meom Wmmowﬁ. o:ﬁo. Gm% Nﬁ forces mmﬁ.ﬁsm radical change within th ld answer, comrades, for the breakdown of party unity and for ideological
hold o contrin oaﬁ“ﬂvm ﬂw e EOHM nM_E_o:m moH._umnrwﬂ Desperately tryin es; someorie should answer, comrades, for the events in Eastern Europe”
P p etween radicals and no.bmmjasém, he swung b omithe other extreme, Yeltsin attacked Gorbachev for not going far enough fast
orth from one side Ho.ﬂvm other, alienating each in turn. The radicals in thep oigh and voted alone against his proposals.
M “HM& MMW :_wm_m“wnow >M~m§n. 6 of m.ﬁ Soviet constitution, swEnr stated, “Th No longer reliable allies for Gorbachey, the self-styled “democratic” forces had
mﬁmﬁmﬂ” Mmamnmzcwmm Mcmodmm.moeog and the nucleus of its v.c_Ean system, o d beyond reform within the system to a call for the abolition of the system
Union” But Qo_&mn?m% ) 1< onMEN_H.mcM:m, isthe Ooz.HB:EmH Party of the §5% : ..dﬁ. abandoned Gorbachev for Yeltsin, and the democrats and the national-
matority | the Conees pparently fear .E of a reaction from ¢.ﬁ consg gether, particularlyinthe Balticrepublics, combinedideasofanti-Communism
jority in the Central Committee, hesitated, even though political pl support for independence of the republics. On February 25, 1990,

POWER TO THE PEOPLE

Though he could still rely on the traditional loyalty and obedience that pa
bers showed their general secretary, Gorbachev had moved far awas 1
minority ﬁmé within the party. By November 1989 he publicly gave up
that Marxism held a monopoly on truth. Without abandoning socialism.
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red that Russia would soon declare its “real mo<mammmb.§= “If the ng.ﬂma
ot overthrow us in the next 100 days,” he said, nﬁm:mmm:mw the ME-GEo.b
5 “then grounding ourselves on the declaration ?w sovereignty] = WEEW
Be'independent in everything. Russian laws will be higher than union oﬂ_wm.w
ifthad shrewdly adopted as his platform the defense of the Russian republic,
fiing the more benign forms of Russian nationalism to the democratic nw:wm
oviding the democrats with a broader base of support Em.b they rmw ?.H m
njoyed. Two weeks later the Russian parliament oﬁuwévm_BEm_w proclaime
vereignty of the republic. In June, at the .H.Smbﬁ-mwmﬁr. {and Hmm@ Oobwﬁ%
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Yeltsin dramatically resigned H.MHB
verely weakened and divided Communist .wmn.Q w:m walked out H& i M
of independence in June, Moscow lifted the economic embargo. But a ess. While Gorbachev cobbled »ommﬁr.oa new institutions to Hmnnwmﬁw a MMMM E,
stalemate kept tensions high for the next year. T democratic Soviet federation and "Ewa to keep the party cMH e m rain
As the Union unraveled, Gorbachev tried to strengthen the new elec : ‘confidently toward another future, still ﬁwnmrmz&v but now he wa
8 ification with the Communist Party or socialism. .
il the summer of 1990 the democratic opposition mn@&ﬁ& its own program
¢form, a plan proposed by Stanislav Shatalin moH.nma.ﬁw_ economic _.mmmo_.mg
:500 days. The Shatalin plan, which aimed at _u.n_.ﬁﬁﬁbm large parts o M e
conomy by selling off assets to ordinary Soviet citizens, _umnmn.um m_wm wwﬂm_ m Mﬂ
president, for it meant that he did not gain his legitimacy from the people dife f political alliance in late July between Gorbachev and ﬂmﬂmpﬂr u Emm =om
but from 2 Communist-dominated institution. On May Day, as Kremlin re from conservatives within the moég.BmE and fearful that he MM ot
stood on Lenins mausoleam watching the parade, Gorbachev experf ce the Supreme Soviet to pass the Shatalin plan, m.omcmnrmq Mmﬂmm_.w , HMBm
humiliating affirmation that people now felt themselves freer in the Sovie [ 'ing the plan by borrowing ideas mnowu an &85mﬂ<m. offere m_.w ” Lm p e
Crowds jeered and shouted at those on Lenin's tomb, carried placards equa er, Ryzhkov. 'The Supreme Soviet, instead of mmowﬁ:.um :Hm. atalin Mnmnm
Soviet party chiefs with the mm_.uOmmnm and murdered Ceausescu of WEEP.D d Gorbachev emergency economic powers. The .mum..nmnnwm.w:v in turn, WQ d
waved portraits of their new heroes, Sakharov and Yeltsin. : 0-day program, continued to rely on the old administrative mﬁﬁmb..r and p
irard a much more moderate variant of a market Hmmon.:. Gorbachev’s mc_nnmmm-
_Wﬁmﬁ of broad coalition building in his amm_.w years in power was nm conmmm..
[iopriate as the country polarized. By siding with Eo n@bmm?mﬁﬁm and bre
th the democrats, he made what was arguably his most fatal political error.
ctical accommodation with the “forces of order” was a blow to the mmﬁoﬂwﬁm
onvinced many of them that compromise with Oozum.nroq and his moQMH._m.ﬁ
am was impossible. The Soviet economy could not simply be reformed; it
be replaced.

demonstrations in support of the democratic opposition were held throug
country. About one hundred thousand people marched in Moscow, with
numbers in Kiev, Tbilisi, Minsk, and Tashkent. As elections to loc
proceeded throughout the country, Communists were defeated alm
where. In Leningrad the opposition won 60 percent of the seats. On Mai
newly elected parliament of Lithuania, led by the popular front called:
declared Lithuania an independent state and elected an intransigent nati
Vytautas Landsbergis, president of the country. Gorbachev sent KGB tréép
Vilnius and imposed economic sanctions, cutting off oil and gas to the
but rejected calls from the old-style Communists to use force to overt
new government. When the Lithuanian parliament suspended its de

first (and, as it turned out, the last) president of the Soviet Union. Gorbach
not to be elected directly by the people of the USSR, though he would:
have won such an election, because of the urgent need for an executive a
The decision to forego a popular election would later return to haunt:

popular touch, his image as an opponent (and victim) of the Communi
vatives, his commitment to even more radical reform than Gorbachey, an
identification with the Russian republic all served to secure a power base g
political comeback., While Gorbachev was consolidating his formal powerj
state institutions at the level of the Soviet Union, Yeltsin gained institutional
at the level of the Russian Federation. Both the all-Soviet and the RSESR:
institutions had been equally formal, symbolic, and ceremonial, the rubber.
of the Communist Party. Now that Gorbachev’s policies had breathed life ba
them, state institutions at the republic level became potential competf THE FINAL CRISIS

nding to the fears of the army and state om._ﬁm_m Emﬂ. E.m nocnmdmémm MHMMH
union republics demanded that presidencies be created in their republic; ating, Gorbachev brought more conservatives into his ESMH. nwwnnmd\ﬂh&m he
In their bid for power non-Russian nationalists declared their nations’ sov ral of his reformist allies, most notably Yakovlev and mrwﬂ.. nacz Jucing the
at the expense of the Soviet Union. The governments of the republics, anaged progressively to Em&how the central party d _“u H%m_ H._Mmm fre mcmnﬁ
which were being reelected in relatively democratic elections, fought a war of imber of departments and personnel in the mmnnﬁwzmﬁ and ho me .Sﬁ?mmﬂmﬁ _
with the Soviet center. In March 1990 Yeltsin was elected to the RSFSR Cong tings of the Politbure, he was not mnnnmm.m?_ in nwmmﬁm:mwmﬁ.mwmﬂw Py
of People’s Deputics, and at the end of May he was narrowly elected its cha ifitutions to replace them. He formed an advisory body, the Presi ’
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evresponded to the Baltic crisis with regret, but he argued that the clashes
fesult of intransigence on the part of the Lithuanians. However, he ordered
roops engage in unauthorized activity and that no one be allowed to
othe armed forces in the political struggle. And again he refused sugges-
om party conservatives that he impose presidential rule. Defiantly, the
ians overwhelmingly voted on February 19 for an independent and
afic republic.
rbachev’s inconsistent and halfhearted crackdowns—sending troops here
te, censoring television programs, ordering soldiers and police to patrol
cities—not only did not calm the situation but increased popular hostility
ntinued rule. By March 1991 a stalemate had been reached: those around
wanted more rapid democratization and marketization; the party conser-
wanted a retreat to law and order; and Gorbachev wanted gradual,
ed movement forward. Gorbachev tried to achieve consensus on the union
sa necessary first step toward economic revival. On March 17 a referen-
a5 held throughout the Soviet Union on the question “Do you consider
ary the preservation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics as a renewed
ration of equal sovereign republics, in which the rights and freedom of an
dual of any nationality will be fully guaranteed?” Over 80 percent of the
dult population voted, and 76.4 percent came out for the Union. In the
publics that participated in the vote, all returned a large majority in favor of
aining the Union. Six republics (Armenia, Georgia, Moldavia, and the Baltic
ics) refused to participate. Russia and others added other questions to the
ndum. Though support for Yeltsin was strong in Russia, where his proposal
‘elected presidency passed overwhelmingly (70 percent}, Gorbachev could
sfied with a slightly larger Russian vote for the Union (71 percent). The
t support for the Union came from the countryside and the more conserva-
publics in Central Asia, the least from the largest cities—Moscow, Leningrad,
ev. But now Gorbachev could argue that he had a mandate for reforming the
SRas a free association of sovereign republics. :
The crisis intensified in April. As Yeltsin won new powers in the Russian
confirmed by signs of more . 5 . blic, Gorbachev reconsidered his strategy. His turn to the right had n”m.m&é@
Baltic region, On January 8 H%wmw.mmmﬁw activity by the party conscrvat ined the “forces of order” for five months but had not .E&ma the drift toward
to protect price hikes mwn. . 5 qmoﬂr ers ﬁmnnrm.i to the Lithuanjan pa : ndence in the Baltics, South Caucasia, and Moldavia. A choice had to be
cannions dispersed the cooyd mmnME X rn resignation ﬁ.zq the governmen etween armed force and a complete break with the democrats, on one hand,
force of the USSR and Em.Emwm on MM ev nmﬂmm. on CE:EHE.S restore commodation and negotiation with the popular forces, on the other. Now,
refised to restore what he labod MMH > nOb.mE.:ﬂoum., but Em&mmﬁ Langs he democrats more popular than ever, Gorbachev shifted once again. On
disobedience. & pro.Soviet my ed the “constitution of Ea..mmm.ﬂm and called 3 he met with Yeltsin and the leaders of eight other republics at a dacha at
of Lithuania, and on fanear :MMMQ movement called for direct presiden Ogarevo and hastily worked out an agreement to finalize the draft &, the
Vilnias, EE,nm fonrioen mw , QMQ ESU. troops opened fire on a n treaty, prepare a constitution for the union of sovereign states within six
fensions led to shootis E@E P mhmb : Eo%:&bm hundreds. OJ Januar; nths after the signing of the treaty, and carry out new elections for the union
tens of thousads E:W e mﬁwu atvia, where mﬁ.w people were killed., In:M; litical bodies. No overthrow of elected bodies was to be tolerated; the role of
2 determined ot e center of ﬁ.H._m city to E.nﬁm; what log r republics was to be radically enhanced, and the center would be reduced to
attempt to crush the democratic movement in the Baltic Executive dependent on the wills and revenues of the republics.

which began to act effectively, but in December he replaced it with a ne
of .E.n Federation that was to have policymaking powers, along with
Ministers, and a consultative Security Council. But these new structur,

authority. Presidential decrees were not enforced, young men resisted:
and local officials paid less and less attention to Moscow. The Politburo
wﬁmmm up, not of the most important officials in the centter, but of the fir
ies of the various Communist parties in the republics, and the Coun
mﬂmamﬂmmob was likewise made up of the heads of state of the fifteen republ
with Gorbachev. A vacuum had been created at the center, and both th
the Union were on their way to becoming de facto confederations.

Two major issues confronted Soviet leaders in 1990-91—reviving

center and that independence would open the way to economic progres
declared, “The so-called revolution from above has ended. The Krernl;
longer the initiator of the country’s renewal or an active champion of th;
_u._dnmmmom of renewal, blocked at the level of the center, have moved to th;
rnm.“ . From the other side Prime Minister Ryzhkov worried that an “1
war” against government had been unleashed, which aimed “to strike a.b
state, at the sociopolitical system, and to crush it once and for all” The S
waged “under the flag of the market” The government, he went on, is.
sovereignty for the republics, but also the savereignty of the Union ag
Gorbachev’s strategy for recreating a “firm power” was to propose a pop
endum on a Union of sovereign states, which would have a new d
authority but be “a single state nevertheless” :
As he allied himself with the forces suspicious of further reform, Gorl

lost one of his most dedicated supporters, Foreign Minister mrmﬁ:.umn .
Mun.wnmag. 20 Shevardnadze publicly resigned his post to protest: agains
dictatorship” that was coming and the resurgence of the militantly antiz
forces. His prediction that sinister forces were on the march seemed
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. igning of

Both the drafting of the union treaty and the referendum indicated . d of the Union, Gorbachev .mmﬁ a mmﬂmv. >mm=wﬂw HFMMM ﬁwwumowwmwwmg%os
Soviet Union had divided into two parts: the six independence- ] on treaty and left for vacation m Om_Emm. ist leaders, calling themselves
for whom no form of union was acceptable and the Muslim-Slavic majo lday; August 18, a group of conservative MWEHUSGS dered Oomvmnrnim arrest and
had voted for union, though the form was vet to be decided 0~ ¢ Committee for the Emergency (GKChP), or
Gorbachev had essentially agreed to recognize the sovereignty of all unjc; anks into Ew streets of Moscow.
lics and the right of those who wished to opt out of the union to do so. Th u .
still faced significant opposition from conservatives, who feared that th
treaty conceded far too much power to the republics, Gorbachey manage
resistance to the treaty in the USSR Supreme Soviet and to force throug
democratic platform in the party’s Central Committee, ;

Ostensibly allies once again, Gorbachev and Yeltsin were in fact.j
power with contrasting visions of the new union of republics, While G
spoke of strong republics and a strong union, Yeltsin and his alljes pushed
stronger republics and a weaker union. On June 12 Yeltsin triumphed in’

COUP AND COLLAPSE

Suﬁ against Gorbachev and Yeltsin was led E\.mmﬁa& of the .nomamw,ﬁﬁmm
nunists whom Gorbachev had trusted and appointed to ommnw. inclu %um wm
p..mmaoﬁ {Yanaev), the prime minister (Pavlov), m.ym defense EEG.KH { mnww m
erior minister (Pugo), the head of the KGB (Kriuchkov), and r_w H,S M _“H.wm
f {Boldin). All over the world people watched the broadcasts o . md d !
Network (CNN) for the next three days to follow the fate of the Soviet Union.

. ) ) apers were disciplined or
lar elections for president of the RSFSR, winning 57 percent of the vot . were stationed in .&M center ﬁmm WMQMMM%MMH%O wﬁﬁ_&b that they had
now became symbolically linked, along with the Baltic republics, to mo §  and the coup H.m pacrs wen Gorbachev was ill and incapacitated and
mined democratic and market-oriented reform., 'The promotion of: orced to take mn.noum vmmnmsmmmmmwwmﬂs the republics went along with the
statehood was based on a concept of Russia as a multinational federatio ountry had to be saved. Some

In Azerbaijan, Belorussia, and Uzbekistan local Communists gnﬁn% the
hP. Georgia’s president, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, m@EAOnmﬁmn_ and ma e an
ment with the local Soviet commander. But in Armenia H_WQS: M.mnHﬁQMOmMNM
. . : ivilizati inue i i i khstan Nursultan Nazarbaev declare
Russia back into the mainstream of civilization and to continue its modery ared for resistance, in Kazal

center as the principal vehicle of democratic reform,
On July 11 the USSR Congress of People’s Deputies approved the genér,

referendum, because many republics had given up the word
interests of unity. Five dayslater, however, the leader of Ukraine
warned that Ukraine would not Jet this opportunity to establish its stateh,
by and therefore would delay its decision on signing the Uni
he stated, did not conform to the idea of state Sovereignty, and although 2
people in Ukraine had voted for preserving the Union, they did not vot,
treaty. Yeltsin as well continued to ask for changes to the treaty, escalat
demands from meeting to meeting,

Though some of his dosest allies, such as Yakovley, tried to.cq

Gorbachev to give up on the Communist Party and the idea of socidl

Ree , . . i 1991 Coup (RIA Novosti).
4s an instrument for the renewal of the country, and certain that he had saved € 19.2 Yeltsin defending the White House during the P
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coup unconstitutional, and in Kyrgyzstan Askar Akaev said that the: e weakness of many of the republics, most importantly in Central Asia and
Caucasia, and the economic dependence of the periphery on the center
¢d the drift to full separation for a time. A statement by Yeltsin's press officer
rethinking the borders between the Russian republic and its neighbors with
n subpopulations sent a collective shiver through the republics, particularly
aine and Kazakhstan, and forced a retreat to the pragmatic recognition of all
g borders. The newly formed State Council’s first decision was to recognize
dependence of the three Baltic republics. The republics of Armenia,
stan, and Ukraine declared independence, or at least the intention of
ing independent. Gorbachev worked tirelessly to rebuild the central institu-
f the Union, but each time he seemed to secure an agreement, it soon

On the day after the coup failed, the Ukrainian Supreme Soviet voted |
referendum on the question of secession, On August 27 Moldova
Moldavia) declared itself an independent state, “The center” Armic
Petrosian said, “has committed suicide”

In Moscow Yeltsin slipped away from the men sent to detain him
way to the White House, the Russian parliament building, in the center of:
and mounted a bold and courageous defense of democracy. The cou
hesitated to attack the crowds around the White House, and the soldie
KGB elite units, declined to fire on the demonstrators. Gorbachey, kept
isolated in his Crimean home, refused to capitulate to his captors or san

3 . the same time Yeltsin was trying to get his house in order. His government
MMMMWHWM ”Hmwmmﬁ MM@WM nwmw MM&MMMWM mp_aMH Mww rm.:.:w mbnﬂnrmnmﬁmm G ded to carry out radical economic reforms once plans to “finish demolishing”
completely ﬁmﬂmmo:dmm the politica mnmbvm Smy mO nw en mn?ma.n enter had been completed. Step by step Yeltsin abolished or emasculated the
evening of August 22 to give 2 press conferencc N en ﬂ.oH. mmrg emergeq nministries. At the beginning of November the Russian Congress of People’s
could be saved and as if soc: mm_v ¢& hecontinued to ﬂm:.n as it pltics granted Yeltsin extraordinary powers to create a stronger state and
as 1L soclalism were a viable political alternative, erate reforms. Many feared that the centrifugal forces that had pulled the
: t Union apart would do the same with the Russian Federation.
ideology had been completely discredited. When he finally visited the Yeltsin Q.mwﬁmn_ his own governing team, led by Gennadii Burbulis, a represen-
from Yeltsin’s hometown, Sverdlovsk; Egor Gaidar, an economist; and the
mat Andrei Kozyrev, the foreign minister of Russia. Their program was to
lete the destruction of the totalitarian state system, to destroy the power of
ommunist nomenklatura, and to institute a market economy. This revolu-
¥ course was popular among some intellectuals and the public in the largest
an cities, though far less widely supported outside of the capitals. Opposition
tean forming almost jmimediately, and by December Yeltsin's vice president,
eksandr Rutskoi, began speaking out against the planned freeing of prices.
rom late August to late December 1991, two competing governments existed
Moscow. The one led by Gorbachev slowly evaporated, as the movement for
endence in the republics sapped the strength of the center. The other govern-
at; led by Yeltsin, swelled with new powers, sucking the sense out of an all-union
ernment. Many in the West, including President George H. W. Bush, hoped
perately that some form of union might be preserved. At the same time they
tified Yeltsin as the most reliable democratic and market-oriented politician.
most ordinary Russians, however, Yeltsin’s appeal came, not from his shift

ird democracy and the market, but from his image as a man of the people and
devolve to a State Council made up of the leaders of the unjon republj trong will, Y 8 pecp

sm_«iﬂ &Mnmnm Supreme mw&mﬁ mog.ncbmmiﬂﬂém and reformers prote e end for the Union came in December. On the first of the month voters in
w%owﬁmnwh Oosmwmmww EM:F mzu” radicals mw_&m.cm&.: and looked forw raine elected the former boss of the Communist Party, Leonid Kravchuk, as
eliminaed HM:HMMS _u%mﬂmMMMMHmM %Mwﬁwm.mmﬁmhwmognmm the Congress Go ident of the republic and overwhelmingly approved independence. Kravchuk
Union died, but it was mot vclm%mﬁ m.mmé ntt %Hw on %EMB@Q S .ﬂ.rm oH posed Gorbachev’s plans for a new union, and by this vote the resurrection of
create new interconnective f: months, as Gorbachev 5&. i Union became impossible. A week later, at a closed meeting in Khrushchev’s

cctive tissues among the republics, hunting lodge in Belovezhskaia Pushcha, Belorus, Yeltsin and Kravchuk met

Yeltsin, and taunted by the deputies. Under pressure from Yeltsin, Gorbac
clung to the “socialist choice” agreed reluctantly to the dissolution
Communist Party. In a stroke he lost one of his principal institutional
POWeL.

Yeltsin, strengthened by his defiant resistance to the coup plotters an
fact that he was the legitimate and popularly elected president of the
emerged as the strongest political figure in the country, while Gorbacli
isolated in the Kremlin. The institutions that had constituted the Soviet ¢
the Communist Party, the state bureaucracy, the army, and the police -
suspect, and the victorious democrats swiftly dismantled what they could
declared all property of the Communist Party, worth billions of dollar:

republics the day after his return to Moscow, and they agreed that the Con;
People’s Deputies, the supreme legislative body of the Soviet Union, should
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with the Belorussian leader, Stanisiay Shushkevich, and the three heads ot i Yeltsin was Gorbachev’s heir. Much of the raw material for a liberated society
. emocratic state was available at the end of the Soviet period, but the great
'm was “getting there from here”” Russians and non-Russians proved to be
at tearing down old edifices than at building new ones. The blueprints they
bse came from the West. In this sense most of the educated and political elite
ready turned toward a Western notion of modernity. But the open questions
hether they would successfully use their skills and talents to build a modern
ratic society and whether what they built would be for the fortunate few or

reat many.

( Q..&. When informed of the decision, Gorbachev was shocked: “They ha
decided everything and they had support—they had spoken with: [P;
Mmowm.m m W] Bush. I said, that’s a disgrace, an outrage. You've talk
EM . ma.mw_.mgﬂ of the United States, but you didn’t consult the Presided
. The dismantling of the Union was now unstoppable, The Central Asi .
Tn.m, which had been left out of the decision to form the Commonwealth
GE the CIS, and on December 21 eleven republics (the Baltic states mbw.
did not attend) issued a statement in Alma-Ata: “With the formatio
Commonwealth of Independent States, the USSR ceases to exist.” It only rén:
mOn. Gorbachev to address the television audience on Umnoag.n 25 muw fo
resign as president of a country that no longer existed, Now trium rm.&
vanquished his political foe, Yeltsin spoke of Gorbachev in the mmmﬁ ten
thought he could unite the impossible: communism with the Emmﬁﬁ ow
by the people with Private ownership, a multiparty system with the muoE
Party of the Soviet Union, These are impossible unions. But he wanted g
them, and this was his basic strafegic mistake.” ”
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