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the people.” Convinced that economic development required a more inf
population and greater freedom for people to make decisions on their oY
pushed for opening up the political structure and the public media. To &ot
people of the need for radical change, he raised the specter of a funda

tlaimed, were used to spread alien ideas, WBBQ.&EN. anda n&W&SoFMMm.
ev, emerging as the leader of the more nobmmﬁwﬁ._é. forces at t _.”u. How Om o0
ook the party newspaper Pravda to task for _usEavEm Hm:o_.ww a Emmmmmmu-
al of the privileges of party leaders. A careful listener MowE m_MMH”ﬁ e
breakdown of the system. between the tones of conservatives mwa Hmmwuamwmmm MMMMMH,SQ “time-
In order to carry out the changes he contemplated, Gorbachev needed tGih. message in the dynamic m_ummmr of wonmﬁa.mmm“ﬁ in the past he had personally
a broad coalition within the Communist Party. Like his predecessors, Gorbachs : is in possession of par Q mm&m mb&. maB“ ¢ iticize failings in party work.
quickly rid himself of political rivals and assembled a younger team of leadg ched the courage and political @.nmonmﬂnm to nnm his predecessors, Gorbachev
A month after he became general secretary, he added three new members t Having taken power more quickly than any M was ma_umnwﬁim intelligence,
Politburo: Egor Ligachev, Nikolai Ryzhkov, and Viktor Chebrikov, head:of considerable mﬁmsmﬁ.:w as a leader. .MEW%WEM forge broad political coalitions
KGB. He named Edward Shevardnadze, the Georgian party chief, as fo al charm and graciousness, w:.m his abl HQH OOm _mmm dership was less confron-
minister, elevated the aging Gromyko to president, and made Ryzhkov prime linked reformers and noummﬁmcﬁm. His sty Mu e o aveid the use of force
ister. Atthe end of 1985 Gorbachev brought in Boris Yeltsin, a fiery party chi al than others, and he ﬁ..ﬁm to find oo_.nﬂmo viety along the road of reform.
trom the Urals, to become head of the Moscow party organization. But belo olence, all while prodding the party mbﬁ 1 moﬂ mN., oad, though many Soviets,
new echelon of top leaders, the Communist Party, which numbered 19 ni rst his wife, Raisa, proved to be an asset, a mmm o sdavm upset at her growing
members, was divided between those who favored reform (and probably ma iised to a female PIESENCe near the nmbﬁmwo amoa.wm; ong-winded, his speeches
a minority) and those fearful of it. Few party officials agreed with Gorbachey 3 ibility. At the same time Oomcmnr.@ ﬁmbwm owcmmmmummnngﬁ annoyed many
Shevardnadze, who had met in years past and agreed that “things could riot 5o PSEEEHW on won. _powaw Mummrmmm MMﬁMOmm_onmm decisions and made poor
as they were” : eliectuals, More importantly, n . derstand the
Gorbachev’s principal political weapon was the traditions and habits of onnel choices. Finally and most %Qw_é_ﬁ r_mm Mﬁwﬁ”ﬂﬁhﬂ his reforms
ence within the party to the general secretary. Somehow he needed to animat th of Soviet structural weaknesses or have a ¢
huge, lethargic body of the party to act in ways it had not for many decades an eading. . inning on the ability of
carry out policies that threatened its own power, prestige, and normal m orbachev’s success or failure mmwmjmmm mnon“wm_ NMWMMMMM s @9.&»%3
operation. Gorbachev opened the party’s Twenty-Seventh Congress in Fels dministration to get the stagnant Soviet mﬂoﬂﬂ&w economy was buffeted by a
1986 with a five-hour speech about the need for “radical reform” (perestroika gan his second year as mmmm.nb sectetary, the of power at reactor no. 4 at the
more “socialist democracy,” but he was not specific about what this entailed es of misfortunes. On .P@E N.m“ Bmmw a mﬁmm_:nmm steamn and hydrogen, which
attacked the inertia and apathy of the recent past and called for a more flex tnobyl nuclear power mwmﬁ.pc: 1 GWEEM Eﬁ.ﬂw h. Radioactive dust spewed into
system of economic management along with greater input from below by wotl an explosion and fire sﬁw.mmu.-mm ten Mmm 5 .m Forty thousand people were
but he made no gesture toward the more radical market reforms institite airand spread into Belorussia and EEB.. MH.MM.H .ﬁEHQ people died and three
Hungary and China. Using the rhetoric of democracy, Gorbachev encoutap icuated from the ﬁ.ﬁg town of wEE&r. 2 M diate casualties was the credibil-
greater openness, more publicity about shortcomings, introducing asecond: ndred were hospitalized. OSm. of the .H:omw _EB_ e et on the accident
Russian word, glasnost, into the international lexicon. “Communists,” he fthe Gorbachev regime, which hesitated to releas

: . i nsational stories of thousands

“want the truth, always and under all circumstances” “Government should n for several days after the event. Wild meusoﬁm men MM O e O

the privilege of a narrow circle of professionals” caths filled the Western press. Although a slenos the Soviet
ia were filled with daily reports on the consequences of the a \

dumOommﬁmmmmoﬁﬁmmmsmé mmngwnomh.mavEm&nm:mbnoﬁwnﬂrazmmn ) ials to dealing openly with
. o : i osed the resistance of officials to dealing op '
program of 1961. Whereas the old program had spoken of a rapid transitio mmwww_ %Mﬂo“oﬂrmstaﬁﬁ Smmmm.aoﬁnmm_mummwosaﬂmmﬁ&.ﬁ&«mmﬁma

OoEEzimBﬁomﬁnFm&mmmmﬁmﬁmmm moowmgvmoammmaggmﬁﬂ?wcmé.w : he aftermath of
“ u ) ) R s den of cleanin up the a

gram referred to the “systematic and all-round improvement of socialism” oved from their positions. ﬁ_m bur 8
powﬁmmzonmiowwgammcﬁmﬁonosoaﬁ

s defined as oclading “A second blow to Gorbachev’s reforms came from the collapse of world oil
JAS

“genuine democracy—power exercised for the m. m
¢s. As the largest producer of oil in the world, the Soviet Union would have

and by the people” But long years of inflated language from Soviet officials m:
it difficult to give real meaning to talk about socialism. The Congress maintaine L fited from high world oil prices, but when ol prices fel precipitously, MFM
oviet Union was forced to borrow more money abroad. The economy ha

the same stage-managed form of previous congresses, and the style of the diséiy
cushion to fall back on and needed to become more productive very quickly.

sions did not differ much from those during Brezhnev’s life. Several speal

attacked nonconformists, dissident writers, and even video recorders, w
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The new openness in the media exposed the weaknesses of the Soviet system

ublic thirsty for truth about the past and present. Intellectuals and journalists

ked the ‘encrusted ideological orthodoxies that a year earlier had been
uchable. Barly in 1987 economists disputed the reliability of Soviet economic
istics, revealed that Soviet labor productivity was among the lowest in the
ilistrialized world, and stated boldly that the Soviet economy had been operated
efiance ... of the laws of economic life” since the 1920s. One critic wrote:

Still, itive si .
szh«ﬁéoﬂé%qm signs could be .boﬁma in the first years of Gorbachei’s
some perios WM Gmwmé M;m percent in the first half of 1986, as noa%m:&.
thecprorod in 19 .ﬁ while M.mgn productivity in industry rose 5.2 percent.
v Hu% wn mwﬁmﬁ mnoE.uEmn performance, agriculture, showe
prover r € hign prices for wine and vodka were very untpopular,
glines that formed at the reduced number of outlets mon_novoH.ﬂm<m~.ﬂr

I

MMﬁNMMmMM& were again @E..U:mrmmv they showed that infant mortality rai;
%. ved since the high point of 1974 and that deaths from accid W
and Injuries had declined by 24 percent since 1985 s pe

‘Apathy and indifference, stealing and disrespect for honest work have all become
commonplace, along with aggressive envy of those who earn a lot, even if they
earn it honestly. ... We must call things by their true names: stupidity is stupidity,

incompetence is incompetence, and active Stalinism is active Stalinism.

GLASNO ‘
L S ST >ZH.V THE EROSION OF AUTHORITY. Lious discussion of the need for markets or a return to the NEP policies of the
i o 09&3 Ms Mym antireformist conservatives i the party snd i 20s raged in the press, but Gorbachev moved slowly, hesitantly toward free mar-
o, .“..EQ oﬂag nmwmg@% needed allies in society. He removed tho
e omm v %ﬁmmﬁ officials as the press printed critical articles discussj
ot pect of mr 1, past and present, and attempted to mobilize the inte
Bt as U Ezwmmﬂ. ead of the antibureaucratic movement, Garbachev't
s no:ﬁoénﬁw_:a and bold, and many among the progressive intellige
ot oo %_ ; poet mﬁ.ﬁrmﬂwp echoed the party leader in the hope
e tatter Moi. mﬁn oﬂwéﬁ rejected, and that openness will become the norm
publishd o eleset 0 movi hetern. Iy et e "0
: : . e theater new pl
MMMMMWMH W_HMMHG w.,oH_u&mms Emwzmm like the no:mnas.umzo:ﬁoﬂ%wrwwwm“m%&
R :vmmo_w._m%. and the evils of Stalinism. In the summer of 1986 the's
A M HHB.E to mwﬁww& major national periodicals, and Gorbachey
ot e vand Xp ME& his view that “a ruling stratum lies between the leid
e EEEM an Mrm people, who wish for change, who dream of change :
pparat of i rs, ﬁ € apparat of the party, which does not want transfor
\ 0¢s not intend to lose certain rights tied to privileges” A few EA...M

ets and market pricing.
After a year and a half in office, Gorbachev came to realize that economic

iprovements and social development could not occur without the democratiza-

n of the political structure. “Some comrades.” he told the Central Committee in

anuary 1987, “apparently find it hard to understand that democratization is not
t a slogan but the essence of perestroika” “We must not retreat,” he said. “We
- nowhere to retreat to” Gorbachev was setting himself and his program against
¢ very people who had put him in power, the party apparat. He tried, and failed,
onvince them that there ought to be multicandidate elections by secret ballot
thin the party for secretaries of committees. Though the Central Committee was
istant, in his concluding speech to the meeting, which was unprecedentedly
Yevised to the nation, Gorbachev disingenuously claimed that “members of the
tral Committee have spoken in favor” of a party conference to discuss “furthex
mocratizing the life of the party and socjety asa whole” Without a clear major-
ity in cither the Central Committee or the Politburo for his most far-reaching
later he met with social scienti ; reforms, the general secretary rm.m appealed to the public, over the heads of the
ﬂrw ruling elites: “The old aommm MAM_MMW on_mmewwwwww_.%m m% peltion he faced vi _UEM.MM MHMM WMMHHWH Mmm_w MH.&&MMMMMOMM»MMM extreme were a few ultra-re-
being made to squeeze the concepts of acceleration and - moﬂm attemp .nm rmers, like Yeltsin, who openly attacked the privileges of the party apparatchiki
“.Mo&w A.um obsolete dogmas and stereotypes, mEmMnGﬂMMWﬁNWMES ther h appealed to the broad, egalitarian sympathies of ordinary Russians. Yeltsin
qomﬁ%%%@ Mmmmsnm in the process” & f =o<m5.» ksl anced his popularity by riding the bus to work and frequently visiting and talk-
prominent wamwm mm?ﬁﬂ Mocmﬁ.am barty controls on Soviet society. He reles .mmam% with workers. He was a simple, direct man with enormous personal
telephone call to M.h M ?.cE prison and exile, and in December 1986 placé peal, a politician in full color among the grays of the Soviet bureaucracy.
dont thop i ndref mmE_m.H.os the Soviet Union’s most distinguished di Opposed to Yeltsin was Ligachev, who wanted reform of the Andropov variety and
mmwr. enin exile in the Volga city of Gorky, and invited him to ret mﬁw d n.: as terrified of the growing mobilization of society and the weakening of party
; arov mm.wnmn_ ﬁ.o H._.m:u Gorbachev in his efforts at reform but - wEo.mn. ontrol. Ligachev lashed out against the “wholesale disparagement of everything”
or greater liberalization and democracy. The invitatj 1 @ a critic pushin nd the appearance of “elements of mass bourgeois culture” in the USSR. He
MEBmmn mﬁmﬁ? at a new relationship ._uognMM_ﬂwmoMHWmmwwmﬂz.Emm ﬁ.r..m . ftacked the liberal editors of the leading journals as voices of “enemies from
ut Gorbachev’s search for allies unleashed new D,Ema mo“.hmm NJM_Q_MH:MMMH road” One style of leadership, self-confidently based in a dying political culture,
: being pitted against an incoherent, improvised movement toward greater

the kind
of support that the general secretary desired,
emocracy and an uncertain future.
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. intelli i try without a clear new interpreta-
The tension between Yeltsin and Ligachev within the Politburo re: arty and intelligentsta and left the country 2 clear hew interprea:
.. e significance of the Soviet experience. The speech an

ow serious doubts among the intelligentsia about Oo%mnrmqwm m_.HMmEQ
/ | i iti ilization far outstripped the glacial pace
affairs (or something very like it) that we reached before, under Brezhnev2ii mpiitment to reform. wm_%m& “Mw__uwwws R At
. : omic development, and the p fica) conviction
. - pokitical space was opened up for economic p ,
Jright to rule. A: politic : . jomic protests, ke
o the Siberian and Donbass miners, and the massive nationali

upted, first with the Armenians, in early 1988.

address on the occasion of the seventicth anniversary of the October Revo
Yeltsin asked to be allowed to address the meeting and immediately launched
a critique of the top party leadership, their failure to carry out perestroi
determined fashion, and the continued practice of adulating the general sec
He then abruptly resigned from the Politburo. Though he had warned Gorl
of his intentions, the general secretary had tried to persuade him to wait unt
the seventieth anniversary celebration of the October Revolution, Yeltsin sh : . : ien policy. His “new
the assembly, which then turned on him. Ligachev bitterly attacked Yeltsi hev’s first and _oumm”n.ﬁ-?m:.:m mn.nmomm% MMMH.M W_M MMMMWO ngwa. Foreign
others, including more liberal figures such as Aleksandr Yakovlev, charac : g” held that the Soviet Union had to Mm rather than the other way round,
Yeltsin’s remarks as “immora]” because “he put his personal amb ity was to be mzvoﬂ&smﬁa.mo aoEmmcM :,MM mw_ eriod. Economic development
personal interests ahead of the general interests of the party” Shevardnad usually been the case SInee m..pm mmw e mwﬁc Qm.m.no a breathing space for
that Yeltsin's speech was “a betrayal of the party” Gorbachev ended the dis ended on a decrease in international tensions,
by damning Yeltsin: “You had to g0 to such a level of vanity, of self-regard; :
your ambitions higher than the interests of the party, than the interest
work! And that at a moment when we find ourselves at such an important s
perestroika.... I consider this an frresponsible action” Yeltsin was driv
office officially in mid-November, when he was summoned from his hospi
by Gorbachev to be subjected to a formal dismissal, Yeltsin suffered a phys
collapse and depression and appeared to have been eliminated from politics. |
his dismissal turned him into a political martyr, and Muscovites rallied toh
the new political environment opened by perestroika, Yeltsin, after sixteen mon
in political disgrace, reemerged as the leader of the Opposition to party cor:
tives and then to Gorbachev himself .
Gorbachev’s policies were contradictory .and politically dangerous
attempted to coordinate complex policies of transformation from the cep
through the instrumentality of the party while actually eroding central st
party power and authority; this in turn permitted regional and republic eli

THE NEW THINKING AND THE END
OF THE COLD WAR

materjal expectations and proved unable to satisfy them. Gorbachey w
wanted to be both Martin Luther and the pope, both revolutionary reformer
defender of the existing power structure, He wavered back and forth, fromJe
right, for the next few years, alienating both conservatives and more tadic
reformers. His anniversary speech in November 1987 was a perfect example bERT

the 1920s and instead claimed that “the party’s nucleus, headed by . V'S

upheld Leninism in the ideological struggle” He glorified Stalirrs “revolution fi
above,” though he spoke of “real crimes stemming from an abuse of power,
jumbling of critique and praise disappointed the more liberal and radical eler

m._m 1 _Sm.rrm: Gorbachev and Ronald Reagan, after signing a nuclear forces
tion agreement, August 1987 (RIA NOVOSTI).
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the Soviet Union, and a reduction in the costs of competition with ﬁm
mﬁﬁ%_ As Georgii Arbatov told Western visitors, “We are going to do
thing we can do to you. We are going to deprive you of an enemy.” From:

security to include economic progress and the development of science,
logy, and society in general. Gorbachev spoke of closer relations with
of building “2 common European home” from the Atlantic to the Urals,
ould end the isolation of the USSR while taking into consideration
can interests. As a dramatic sign of their new thinking, Soviet Hmma,ﬁ.m now
iered winding down and eventually withdrawing from the warin Afghanistan,
thetime Gorbachev traveled to the United States in December to sign an agree-
with the Americans limiting intermediate-range nuclear forces, he was
d by the world community as having seized the initiative in trying to end
d War. The trip was a great triumph, complete with elaborate state dinners
White House, but the impressive prestige and power that Gorbachev dis-
in foreign policy eluded him at home. As his stature rose abroad, his
ity and power at home began to wither away.

space. In November 1985 Gorbachev went to Geneva fo meet with:
Ronald Reagan, a conservative anti-Communist who considered the Sovi
”8 be an “evil empire” At his first suminit conference since 1979, Em,g.
issued a joint declaration reaflirming the view that nuclear war was nﬁ.an A
statement that was a significant shift for Reagan. The two men seemed to me
well, but relations between the two superpowers did not immediately realiz
promise of the summit, Reagan’s defense program, known as the Strategi
Initiative (SDI), or “Star Wars;” was an expensive and highly advanced tect
nm.__ deployment of a defensive shield to protect against incoming Sovié
missiles. Such a system, some in the West argued, would require an ex
costly Soviet response, which would tax the poorer USSR and hasten POLITICS IN A NEW IDIOM
Jue Gorbachev did not in fact raise defense spending to meet the Amej ly 1988 Soviet politics could no longer be contained within the corridors of
entral Committee headquarters on Old Square in Moscow. The streets also
ke; both in the center and in the national republics. The conflict within the
) X now centered on Yakovlev, the most radical reformer, and Ligachev, the
MMMM.H%MM.&MMWMM” based on any evidence. Credit (or blame) for both m mpion of slower change. The conservatives issued a manifesto in the form of a
In October 1986 the American president and th , from a neo-Stalinist chemistry teacher in Leningrad named Nina Andreeva,
e general secretary i tter, entitled “I Cannot Deny My Principles,” appeared on March 13 in the
. . gy newspaper Soviet Russia and had evidently been encouraged by Ligachev,
MM@H&MMW%MMMMMMMN owmw_ MMM%M.MM.HMWM M.Mbww W% mmo HuMnnmE within five raised the letter at a Emoﬂbm with ,mmémwmvm_..m&ﬂoﬂm. >n.mwmm<m,m call fora
the shock of his advisors. at first agreed wcw Emm HMH €n years. : anced” assessment of Stalinism created a sensation among intellectuals, who
’ ’ e talks collapsed this was a sign that glasnost and perestroika were about to be reversed.
rst there was no official response from Gorbachev, who was traveling in
slavia. It was three weeks after his return, on April 5, that Pravda published
0viev’s denunciation of Nina Andreevds letter. Though “there are no prohib-
topics today,” he stated, “the Andreeva letter is an attempt little by little to
¢ party decisions” 'The Politburo reprimanded Ligachev, who thereafter
ed in influence, and Yakovlev, now the most radical reformer, emerged as
tincipal party figure in charge of ideology and the media. More importantly,
jachev had broken with his more conservative associate and signaled a sharp
toward a more democratic politics.
Glasnost, the policy of permitting greater freedom of expression, had the
of liberating the elements of civil society that had been developing during
Khrushchev and Brezhnev periods. From the Soviet media came a barrage of
orical documentaries and discussions of the Stalin era, as the party reformers
mpted to demonstrate how Stalinism had been a distortion of the original and,
heir view, authentic Leninist form of socialism. Every night television shed
shton the dark secrets of the Soviet past—the executions of thousands in death
1ps in Belorussia, the famine of the 1930s in Ukraine, the “secret protocol”

ously pursuing the reduction of nuclear arms by both sides. The argume
made that Reagan’s policies led to the end of the Cold War and the collap :

contend, not only with recalcitrance from the Reagan administration t
ahead on arms control and give up SDI, but with Soviet hard-liners who:
E&. to see “warlike imperialist forces” in the West. Groping toward w new
policy for the USSR, Gorbachev and Shevardnadze encouraged moamms._
experts to develop a whole new conception of Soviet interests. Instead of spe
of the division of the world into rival camps, the new thinking mﬁwr@
common human values that transcended class conflicts. It upgraded pe

for the sovereignty and independence of states, including the states of E;
Europe. Not only was nuclear war unwinnable, but low-level conflicts, like th
Em.\. Third World, were dangerous, for they could easily escalate into Hsoa |
ening conflicts. The concept of national security was broadened from mote

o




490 PART V « REFORM AND
REVOLUTION
CHAPTER 19 « Reform and the Road to Revolution 491

attached to the Nazi-Sovi , .
republics. The @:mﬁmoaumhwm WMMMMMM vmw_“wumw%wnwowﬂmxwﬂc: of .n._ iievements. Steadily the mythological underpinnings of Communist Party
even the role of Lenin and the meaning of the Octob o . . B ver fell away. Conservatives, however, did not throw in the towel without a
3 ctober Revolution 1t They castigated the press “that destroys, belittles, and throws in the trash
ur experiences and our past, things sacred to our nation” With enthusiastic
se from the right, one speaker spoke of perestroika as “an airplane that has
roff without knowing if there is a landing strip at its destination” Gorbachey
ided his view that the old methods would not work, that leaders could no
er bang the table and get results: “If we do not include the people in the
esses of management, no administrative apparatus (and ours consists of
iteen million people, and we spend forty billion rubles a year to support it) will
able to cope with it”
The most dramatic moment at the conference came when a repentant Yeltsin
for political rehabilitation. But he again attacked the privileges of the party
e and called for the removal of those members of the Politburo who had sat
here with Brezhnev and “kept silent” during the years of stagnation. Ligachev rose
ppose Yeltsin and, sarcastically referring to him with the familiar “Boris”
ead of the polite “Boris Nikolaevich) rejected the claim that top party

wmoEm. as being “like a seriously ill man who, after a long time in be
wﬂmv_usﬁr the mwmmﬁmﬂ difficulty and finds, to his horrot, that he has almos
&0 how to walk” Viewers watched Intently in Jate May 1988 as American p

O.ow.vmn:mq. The old enemy was gone, the sense of threat from
&mm%mﬁ.&v .E& along with it much of the justification for unquestioning all
to the mﬁmem regime, 'The critique and exposure of the past and Hmmmnmﬂ -
o.m the mcﬁnﬁ System wore away at the popular support of the mw it Ho.w
(including Gorbachev eventually), and state authority, With %ﬁ qu ing.
nost the number of unofficial and informal organizations multi :35:._@

any E.H.mm Soviet city dozens, even hundreds, of groups mﬁﬁmm&%mﬂo Bmmuio
socialists to reactionary nationalists, from ethnic fraternities wo mwuiqmﬂ

activists. The officia] organizations fou i

. nd th ;

tion. Membership in the Komsomol, for mﬁmSm_%MmM\mw.E%b :smb.SmEm. compe bers enjoyed unwarranted privileges. In the new political environment that

four years of Gorbachey’s rule. The genie of mMQM: mnmu.m by 4 million in E being shaped by television, however, Ligachev’s speech had a negative effect
activism was out of theihy ublic opinion, while Yeltsin increased his popularity as the most genuine and

not .ﬁm _uM wzw back in again for the next decade, iment of ref
orbachev pressured the Communist Par i i ansigent of relormers. - .
t 3 . .
aspects of social and economic ife He EOHNM &o m_um H“_ P its . At the very end of the conference Gorbachev made his most radical gesture.
Nineteenth Party Con ference, which would g ou Hn Qmmmm to present ulled a piece of paper from his pocket and nervously read a resolution to push
the working people in the management of all ¥ mciu € the chm ma d with his plan for the election of a Congress of People’s Deputies, which was
plete the creation of 3 socialist state based E,w .HHM msw ?%rn M&EH.P e “the country’s supreme body of power” He then called for a vote, and the
committees were no longer 0 be perait | - rule of law! . erence agreed that elections would be held to a new, somewhat democratic
b P Issue Instructions to stal cture of soviets and congresses that would exist alongside the Communist
ty. Gorbachev’s plan to increase the power of elected state institutions at the
ense of party bodies was nothing short of a political revolution for the Soviet
lion. As they sang the Internationale, many delegates began to wonder what
y had done! In fact, they had created a new state structure, headed by the
restored. Still faced ngress of People’s Deputies, that would be the instrument to bring democrac
by theentrenched conservatism in the party apparat, Gorly EN USSR mbmﬁ.wcm E%@muamm monopoly of power. & Y
: From this moment until the Congress met almost a year later, Gorbachev was at
e height of his power, influence, and popularity. The proposal for the elections to a
ew parliament had been his initiative, not a response to social pressure from below.

society, and a Western journalist noted th i
. at « )
anything, and they especially dont believe EMMNMMME . :go%oé mw_.; belie ‘was the inspiration and the catalyst that moved perestroika from liberalization
The Nineteenth Party Conference opened Emw will get better ard democratization of the system. But already in the borderlands of the Soviet
une 1988 and stunned . ion this reform from above was being answered by a revolution from below.

THE AWAKENING OF NATIONS

the grindin overty of th : ; :
the mmﬁmnoww%g MMW Mm al n.uw MMM:MWMMWNHm nadequacy of school build; rom the time of Khrushchev the Communist Party elites in the non-
ussian republics had become entrenched as local centers of power that often



