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INTRO TO PHILOSOPHY: 


Spring 2017 Final Paper 


WRITING PROMPTS: 


1. Compare and contrast the essential and/or defining features of ancient philosophy and 
modern philosophy. Develop a thesis that helps to explain the similarities and differences. 


  


2. Since antiquity, philosophers have been trying to come to terms with an understanding of 
what a “thing” (substance) is. Develop and defend a thesis that establishes an argument 


about what a “thing” (substance) is in light of the ongoing philosophical discourse.  


 


3. Rationalism and Empiricism are rival trends in philosophy that have great disagreements 
on the existence of God. Develop and defend a thesis about the existence of God by 


engaging the ongoing philosophical discourse.  


 


4. Descartes is often considered the father of modern philosophy, at least in part, because of 
his turn toward subjectivity. By tracing the notion of subjectivity through modern and 


post-modern philosophy, develop and defend a thesis that makes an argument about how 


one should understand the role of subjectivity in regard to truth.  


 


5. Is Kant more of a rationalist or an empiricist? Use the text and readings to defend your 
thesis. 


 


LOGISTICS 


-Length: Approximately 1,000- 1,500 words 


-Must use at least 3 sources 


-Must use appropriate citations (MLA, APA, Chicago) – including works cited or bibliography 
-Underline Thesis 
-Must Consider Counter Arguments 


DUE DATES: 
Final Paper Due: MONDAY, May 1st (Last Day of Class) 
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