Figure 12.3 A Clearer Picture of Satellite Images

Spy satellite photography has come a long way since the first Corona mission was launched in 1960. Here is a chronology showing some highlights.
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How close satellites could clearly The resolutions used are estimated ground resolutions used by various reconnaissance satellites. The aerial photographs
2oom in on Midtown Manhattan above were not produced by a satellite, but are meant to illustrate the kinds of resolution available over the years. The

actual images may have varied widely.
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source: GlobalSecurity.org; Photographs by Sanborn, via Google EartiT
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