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Civilizations and patriarchy

Ferter M. S5tearns

By the fourth millennium BCE, 2 number of sacieties were beginhing to move
towatd that phase of otganizmtion called "civilization”. While contaces among
differemt H;h:ul:u wehe vih:unf[:,.' azs old a= the exisience of the human :an:j::,
friteid :n.l'i:..' civilizations formed somewhat :.-:]:utn.t:]:,r. M:m]:lm:-nmjnn civelza-
tioi, nJ'i:.inE atter %500 BeE, thux differed from EEﬂ:ltiu.rL civilization, which
e-r.nur!;-ud oo afrer in MWorth Affica, noc too far to the soech. E:,.' the fourth
millerhium BCE also, most agticultural societies had developed new fofms of
imequality becween men ahd womets, it a system often tetmed pattintchal —
with husbands and fachers dominont. Civilimtions would usually deepen
pacrarchy, and at the same time they would define 1ts details in distinctive
ways that fitved the wider beliefs and insticutions of each individual civilization.
[n this sense, in putting a patticular stamp on pattiarchy, each civilizacion
linked gender issues co aspeces of cheir cultural and instituticnal structure.
This chapret, sexting the stage for the study of the impace of secietal contacts
mEeth'.r SystEms, takes up chiese zeveiul d:vzin]:!mznr_': civi]j:u.ti.um. contaces,
]'.urh.:t‘ch'!,r and Pu.tl:n:uln.l: Fntl‘]ah:hl:: ancd e:-:n::]:!l:mhs

Human society begun on the basis of small groups of people, in bands
of huneets and gatherers. Wich this seructure, peaple had fanned cut into
mast habitable ateas of the world by 12,000 BCE. Then, atound 10,000 BCE,
it the hortheen Middle East, agticuloure was introduced, fudically changing
the economic framewotk for human life in those regions that sccepsed . As
agricultuse spread, many sociecies formed mote stoble residential pacterns,
though these were importane groups that continued o hunting and gathering
existence af felied on the nomadic herding of animals, as in lacge screcches of
Central Asia. Agriculrure also allewed che generation of some susrplus preduc-
teon ovet immediate needs. O che serengeh of sutplus, small numbess of people
could :an:in.li.l:z n hnhaﬁti.-l:u]tuhl! u.n:ti'r'i.rie.':, such a= cruft mn.hufu.ctul'.ing,
J':]jHi-nd'i of Evmn.-hm'l.:nt. ]mp:hnwrm.cnt: in uﬁtii:uirutn.l Fdn-ductjnn wehe
El.'u.d.uni, bt aroone 4000 B, I:I.ll;l'..ii.h initia“:,r in and around che Middle Eazt,
an i.mpurl:u.nr reries of invencions ushered in further i.'|'|:|I1.EE.. af which the
inttoduction of the wheel and the use of metals, particulatly brohee, headed
the lisc. Resuling from this th turn, around 3500 ace, the fesc civilization
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formed in Sumeria, ih the Tighis—Euphrates valley. This was soon followed by
the establishment of sther civer-valley civilization centers, along che Nile in
Africa, che Indws in norchwestern India and the Yellow Biver in China.

Civilizations differed from other kinds of aghiculoural soceties in that
they had formal governments, rather chan less explicic and distince leadesship.
They relied more oo cities, though only a minesity of people lived there. They
encoutaged highet levels of crude. Most of them, also, bad weiting, which
fucilicated burenwctcer and commercial activitees.

Thete ate two i.mpnjﬂ:l'il: Fl'nl:r]:m: in hi.EhliEhti.hE civilizations as k::,.' LIfLiES
in wadtld hi_':to.l':,'. The kst thvolves l‘m&;hi:jng that meicher n.Etii:ulnll.'e nok
civilizateon cuprurzd nll majnr Froups nfpeuplz. even thouzands GEYHJ'! nfter
the borm was Arst extoblizhed. Momadic hzh:li:ilg EFroups, I I‘EEiCH.'I! likee Centeal
Asia, provided a key alternative. 3o did groups, like many Indian tribes in
Morth Amefica, chat combaned hunting with transitory, slash-and-burn
agtwulture. Some of these soceties avoided the kind of patfiarchy that domi-
nated crvilizations, While most emadic groups alss played up the infeniobiey
of wamen — for women's economic functions declined when gathering was
displaced by herding — chere were exceptions, with some remadic sooiecies
avedding full pattarchy; and many hunting groups maintained strong economic
toles for women. They might emphasize sharp distinctions between mets and
womefn — fof =:|::|rr|]:||.-:.. i u::uman that men hod l]:l-:l:ju] J'::Fnh:i.hiliri.es
for watfare o for Prnwzﬂ as homsemen — but th:}l often ded not set up the
kind of systematic ivequality chatacteristic of mapes civilizations. The exstence
of altechacives to full pattiatchy obviously creaced the possibilicy for a host
of complex encounters — when, fof example, the gendet assumptions of o
namadic of hunting gioup came inte dicect contace with those of a pattiarchal
civilization.

The second problem invalves the concepe of civilization ieself. Waeld
histatians often debate this term. Civilization as a form of human organizacion
involving cities and ofganized states, among other chings, is hardly supetior
to othet societies in gender cetms. Civilizmtions often extend and formalize
anI:llﬂI.iti.H; bue th:].' are different from the othes Futms,:hd t|'.|qr afe impnhl‘:lhl:
[v) :nld:,.' because th:].' have embaced che |nba:est cohwent it uhs of P:up]z since
their nriEin:. Diafferene civiliatsns — Chinese, for E:ur.nple, ot [ndim-d:wlup
distinctive chataceeristics. This is the second use of the teem. A goed bie of the
watld history of gendet invalves tracing the particular volues and insoitutsons
inclividual civilizations developed, and what happened when they encounteted
ocher civilizations. Even here thefe is some danger of oversimplifying or
steteotyping a patticulas civilization, ot of ighoting similaficies uhdetneath
surface distinctions.

It remuins true that leadets of civilizations delighted in clasming special
qualities, as part of promating unity within and separation from the cueside
wotld. Almest all civilizations thus developed a pronounced sense of how
different rh-qr wete from “others” — whom the Greeks would call “batbatians”.



Whilke oot all civilizstions expandsd greatly, there was some expansionist
tendency io order to add mesownces and selieve popularson pressure. Wich
Expansion came a0 nbvious ceed to ideatify some common features — whether
in laoguage, religion oo political style — that woulkd hald the tesritory and its
often diverse populacians topether. Esch civilizion developed something of
its own flavoe. Egypt emphasized 2 strong monarchy, prosounced concern for
the afterdife and a rarher cheerful, colocful are. Mesoporamia, maone prooe both
i natural disaseers and to political inseshility, pleced les stress oo e single,
centml government; its religson was meare pessimistic, looking to punishments
in the sfterlife. On the other hand, Mesopotamia iatroduced 2 moe excensive
HILEfESE N sCience.

The early civilizarsan pericd, in the four Afrm-Ewmasian centers, laseed waril
shout 1000 pre, by whach point severml had collapsed or wedkened, oftea in
the face of a pew set of invasions from somadic groups, such as the Indo-
European cabes, foom Central A=a. There followed a classscal period in the
history of civilizatioos. In the Meditermnean (nvolviog Morth Africa, West
Asiaand southern Europed, in Indiand in China, lasger covilization complexes
began oo emerge fimm 800 onward. Chassical civilizatioas expanded cheir
cubtural, political 2nd commercial appamtus. Incemnal cmde inoreased, allow-
ing different regioes within the civilization to specialize. More ambitioas
governmients farmead empires. China pramsated the most durable impemal
teaclition, but empices were securrently important ia Indis aned in Greece ansd
particulrly in Bome as well. Key statements of cubtural values — Himcduism
and Budclhssm in Indin, Confuciznism aned Deoism ia Chena, civec religion bat
also seculbar philosnphy en Greece end Bome — hel ped peovide a cultural cement.
These cultures niferesd some oidty, at keast in the upper classex, theoughoot
the society: Chinese gentry could speak and write the same languag: andd
participate im o commen philosophscal system. The shared culoures and
mnstitutions alay helped sxtend the sense of ideatity, of sepambeness from other
snCieties

As agricultoral pronomis and then civilizatioes formed, coltural contacts
of waricus sorts continued. Because the human species has so often been
migracnry, cootmces aod exchanges weee vinmally encemic. Through chem, well
biefire che classical period, various arens bad gained access bo oew fiond stuffs,
oeiginally oot natwral to the region, and to new technelogies — inclsding
agriculiure and metalwocking. Migratioes and periodic nomadic invasions
provided oo source af contact. Trade was apother, Well before the classical
period, trade soutes excended from Chica theough India and Ceneeal Asia o
thie Micllbe East amel the Maditermmean; collectively, these are somsetimes called
the Silk Roael, for the principal ivem of eochange. At the same tame, the impact
of many contaces was fidy limiced. Yery rich people in the Mediterranean
likoed Chiness silic — n favarite fabric in the Eoman Empire, for scample — bt
they koew almost nothiong abour Chim, a5 there was no diesct travel, Trade
poowrred in stages.



Muost developments within s civilisatioa remained intercal, just as the bulk
af commerre did. Cocetmints inchuded not oaly che considerabde suspicion of
autsicless, bur also the fact that loog-distance travel was slow and sisky, which
limited the extent amd impact of exchanges. The great classical crvilizations
rarely hed immedmrce coneece with each other. Most wers buffered by sones
inhabited by comads or les ceganized agricalmoral peoples. Conesces exeended
aut, withowt usmally reaching the et major civilizion. Thus both che
Micldle East and Egypt, and thea the classcal] Mediterranean, sstablshed links
with the developing renter along the upper Nile River in sub-Sahamn Africa,
imitElly called Kush. Chisa, under the Han dynasty, haed some influsnce in
Kpeea amel Yietnam. loda, che maost active trosding society, exchangsd with
varicus parts of Smothewse A including present-chy Indoesia.

The most strikding example of direct contece between the largese chxical
crvilizatioes, prior to the final cenrwries of the classical era after 300 o,
ievolved Alexander the Gorear's congueses in the fownth century nee, theough
the beldle East and Persia and into nocchwestern India, & Greek-induenced
kingdom, Baoteea, was established in chis part of Soath As@ (parts of present-
oy Pakiwmn snd Afghanistan) for over 2 century. From this unosual sxchangs,
pants of Sowth Asia for 8 time imitared Hellenistic artisesc seyles, with stames
af Buddhs draped in Meditermnean-style clothing. Indis alm wtilized some
mathematical concepits deveboped in Gareere. Forther, the exchange encouraged
later locdmn rubers to think about sending Buddhist emissanes o the Middle
East. There they won no sexl converts, but il possibly introdoce ethecal
comcepts that would influence philoscphical systems like those of the Stoic
ariel, thirough them, Christisnity. This wes an impoceent cesalt, but pverall
the ronesce, exceptional in the frst place, hed few durable conseguences.
Crvilizativas chemselves gained greater cohereace from intercal exchanges —
|gke the spreac] of Confuciaism froom gorth Chana cothe souch or the inceeasing
impact of northern loelza institations, including Hinduism ancd the caste
sywtem, o sauth Incdis. But che meeet chamcreristic galstical and coleural farms
afesch civilizaron were ;uther separvte: Cocfucianism was Chinese, Hinduizm
{encept for a bit of outreach o Scuthease Asza) was lodian, and o an.

While covilizatioes developed, amid contaces bat also the limicstions af
exchange, gender systems — relaticns between men and women, assignment
af roles and definitions of the artnbutes of each sex — had been tkiag shape
as well, Indeed, the biggest changs affecting gender — che rise of agriculture
— predated civilization itslf. Ultimately this evolutioa would intertorine wrich
that af the civilzstions.

The shift from hunting amel gathering o agrscultwse had gradually ended 2
system of coosiderable eguality between men and women. In honting and
pathering, both ssxes, working separately, contrbuted impoaant soonomic
goods, Birth cates weree relatively low, kept that way in part by prolooged
lsctation. The result fcilitaced women’s work in gatheriog praios and ours,
for boo-fregueenst childbirth aned infant care would bave been 8 bunden. Women's



work in tumm aften contribured move calodc value oo che society than bonters
did — though hunters always claimed greater prestige. Settled agooulture,
where it spread, changed chis in fvor of moee pronounced male dominasce.
W hike cultoral systems, including polytheistic seligion, mighe refer to the
imgortance of poddeses, held to be the peneracnes of creative forces assoczared
with fertlity snd thersfore vital for sgocultuce, the new soonomy promoted
grevter gender hiemechy, Men were oow usually esponsale for growing gmino;
women's assistance was vital, buat men supplied most of the food. The birth
rate went up, paly becouse food supplies became 2 bit moce relinble, pantly
berause thers was moee use for childdren as laborers. This was probably che key
reasnin why men took over most agricaltuml funoons, e mocherhood became
moee time-roasuming. This meant thar women's lives became defined more
in terms of pregmincy and childeare. This was the setting for 4 new, pervasive
parriarchalisen.

lo purrsamchal secieties, men were held to be superior comatures, They had
legal rights licking to nomen {though law codes proceceed women foom same

ahuse, at least in poinciple). Thus king Hammumhe's lews in Mesoporamia,
fram the second millennsum ner, decresd chat 8 woman who bas “noc been a
cagefi] housewife, has gadded about, has neglected her howse and has belintled
beer hushand™ should be “thrown into the water”. There were no equivalent
pravisicas for men, though the code did esmblish that 8 wife could leaye hee
busbane if be did noe fiumish her upkesp.

Many agricultumal societies preventsd women from owaing property
independently. Many allowesd men to take multiple wives Gf they could provide
fiar them}. Miceet pumished nomen'’s sexual offenses - for example, committing
sdultery — far more severely than they pumished men's. Indeed, some hisvorizns
Fave argued that & key motive for petrizrchy rested in the felt need co make as
sure a5 posmble that o wife's childrea were sired by the hushand. Given the
impoetance of propenty in agricultual socetses {in contrast to huneng ancd
gachering), men came to feed an wege o onntol chedr heritage oo lacer
generatians, and chat begen with regulacing wrves’ senmlicy. Odher symipeoms
were equally imponant. Soos were preferred over daugheers. Many families
used infenticide to help control their bicth mate, and infant dopghters wene
moee often put o death. Culiwnally, the patrmarchal systems emphasized
women's frailty ane inferiosity. They orged laggely domestic durses, ancd
sometimes restricted women's rights toappear in public, Patrizrchy's reach was
powerful and exteosive. Many women wene so intimedsted and isolaced by the
system that procest was walikely — though ic was slso cooe char individuoal
women could schieve somse satisfacrion by manipulating bushancds and sons oc
by loediag it over infersar waomen io the hoosshaold.

The advent of civilizations — always initzally within the framework of an
agriculiusl econamy — seeved maialy to consclidace patrisrchy, oot o entro-
dure funclamental inpovations. Yet covilization dil bave two kinds of imgact:
further tnequality and some interesting diferencials in style amd emphasis.



O the first podne, within agricultuml civilizations, women’s inequalicy
temded oo increase over time, as the civilizstions became more successful. Jewish
low:, arizing o litchs later than the Hammumbic Code, was mare ssvere in its
treviment of women's senmlity or public soles. 1o other pants of che Middle
East, s custom snose of inssting on veiling womess ia pablic, as 2 siga of cheis
inferiority and the fact thar they belonged o their facthers o hosbancds.
Detericmtica of women's mles in Chim, over time, showed in the appeamnce
af the custom of fontkindiag wnder the Teng dynasty, after the classical period
heel enced; small bones in a giel's foot were broken to prevent easy walking,
anel the resulting shuffling gaic was taken = 2 sign of beauty and respectable
merelesty. Pressuses of this sorr bore pasticulady on upperachiss women, where
families hadd enough wealth o bypass women's peoducive woek; they tended
ta spresd, however, and had symibolic impact even moe widely. Chinese
foothinding endead anly in the sady toentieth centuary.

The reasois for the trend of detenoration in established oovilizstions imrolved
the growing power of male-domirared governments, which tended o reduce
some of women's informal political eele within families. The key factar, chowgh,
was the increase of prosperity, particulasly foc the opper classes, which per-
mitbed] che emphasis on women's cecamental rather than praccecal mbes.

The power of patrmrchy bore most heavily on women, but obviously i
affecomd definitions of masoulinicy as well. Men, whatever their private person-
alities, were supposed to live up to their domicat mdes. They should void
coadedling womea, especially in public. Often, they were supposed to be meady
to pwume military or other leadeship duties, snd of coorse they wene in
principke respansible for the sconomic suevival of che family. Ia many cases,
aldest soas were partioulary privilegsd, even among males, for patrisrchy ooald
provide 8 pecking onder based oo capacicies to sssume full power within
families. Same sociecses albowed certain categories of men somewhar diferent
definiticos, to indulgs in moce noman-like behavior or attice or o emiphasize
hompsexual criencations. Other groups of mea mighe be singled out: in 2
number of religices prieses wers suppossd co avoid sex, while men who watched
over wives and concubines in o muler’s oooer (and who sometimes gained
coesiderable political power in pant because they could sot sire childrea o
rival those of the king or empeme] might be castoated, os enouchs — a back-
handed testimoay to the emphesis va malke sexualiy,

Parrizrchy also shaped the development of boys, socouraging complex
refationships with mothers and fachers alike. At least in the upper clases,
fwthers appeared as cemote, authoricerian figaees in theirsons’ lives. Emational
ties to mathers, often lifsdong, could be mntense.

While agreculbwne anel then civilization progressovely deepened inequalsties
hetwresn men and women, ane Gnal point is croczal, and icwas well ezablished
during the sy civilimeson perind of workd histoey: pasticolar patriarchal
systems varied greatly, and the systems were oot aniversal in aoy event. The
mme emplasis oo distinctive definitions of pverall coltuee o policical



institutines that mvilizaticns forged o their gesoation perinds applied also o
teleas about men and women and their mles.

It is oot slways clear why civilizations” gender systems differed — jusc as it
5 harel to explasn why classicall Indizn meiety ended up emgphasiziag religion
moee then Chim did, or why Greece and China differed in cheir definitions of
science. Once the differences were lienched, in gender as io other mactess, chey
cended eo persist. Comparsisons here ame subtle: all che river-valley and classical
civilizations were patciarchal, sven ax they enforced distinctive specific roles
and cultwres. The similarties amd the differences could be equally important.

Among the sady cver-valley civilizations, neighbodng Egypt and
Mesopotame clearly illustraced the potencial for patriarchal emphases todiffec.
W hereas Mesopaotame stresssd nomen’s iaferiority and subgection to male
contenl, Egyptinn coviliztion gave women moce credst, at least in the upper
classes, and experienced the mle of several powedul queens. The beautifil
Mefertiti, ax wife of the plamoh Akhenaton, was influsatial in seligions
dispurtes dureng hds reign, Later, Cleopatm playsd a powesful though ultimacely
shortive role as Egyptian queen, struggling to modify the controls of the
Roman Empire. "Women wene also portrayed ehborately in Egyprian am, and
pravisiogs for their burial could be slaborare (chough ever rivaling those foc
powerful menl. Both women amsd men could beoome stars oo the bady of the
sky pochdess Mut, oo way io which afterlife was envisaged. Thers was no<doubt
shout Egyptisn patmarchy. An Egyptizn werter, Prah Hotep, made the clear
in aroueel 300 Ber as be woote: VI you ane 2 man of oote, found for youme|§
a bousehold, and bove your wife at bome, as it beseems. Fill ker belly, clothe
ker back. - . . But hald her back from geing the mastery.” Still, in daily life
and im socil impact, the Egyptien system was discenotive.

Muoc all agriculowml societies allowed polygamy; India differed bere foom
Ching and the Middle Eaxt. S3ome societies traced the descent of children from
the mocher — this was anel & true in Jewish law — ratker chaa the father. This
did mat prevent ineguality, but it gave motherbood mare muloaral end legal
importacce. Legal ondes could vary greacly with regard to women's poperty
right= ar their ability to leave an unhappy marciage. Culownl sepressatations
waried widsly. In some religioes, goddemes played a vitl, powerfol mbe, while
en ather culoural systems male principles domimced more fully. Chim, with
less religious emiphasis, thus offered les symbolic outlet for women than did
Inelia, with its strong ioterest in goedess Ggueees, or the Meditsrmnean, with
its gender<liverse polythezsm.

Varmtions affected men ax well. Societies with stroeg religions, like [ndia,
mighe give top billeng to men a5 preests and haoly figares, in contrase to societes
like the clessical Mediterranean char tended to seress military and athletic
gualities for ideal men. Approaches to homesexuality or bisexuality vamed.
In Greece and Bome, upper-class men often took boys as provégss and lovers.
This was ot seea a5 coaflicting with normal family mdes or with a strong
emprhasis on masculine prowess.
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The differtoces posxible in patriarchal systems showed cleardy in the three
main classical civilizations., China instituced the most thoroughgoiog
patriarchy, as part of the Coafucizn emphasis en hierarchy and onder. Man
i thee family was ia pricciple like the emperos in society: he mbsd, Wamen
were urgped to be subservient, proficient in domestcic skills. Ban Zhao was an
imfluential woman who, despite her position or perhaps because of it, weote
4 chssical patrizschal manual for her sex (some time io cthe Aot cenoarny ci;
it became China’s most <umble womea’s mamzl, republished ioro che nine-
teenth centuey). Her sdvice: "Humility means yielding and actiay espectful,
pumting ochers first . - . enduring insults and bearing wich mistreatment. . . .
Concinuing the sacrifices means serving one’s husband-mester with appeopeiare
demeanos” Industrious pumsuit of houssbold duties and cooceiving sons
roranelee] out the lives of successful women, stoording 1o the Chinese system.

[ndia’s system contrested. Womea were held to be infemar; Indian chinkers
dlefrted (without agreement) whether 2 woman would heve bo be reincarnated
254 man in order to sdvance speritually if she bad lad a worthy Life, or whether
she could penresd directly to a hagher realm. Merriages weee carefully armmnged
by parents to essure larger fumily goals, often when gicls and boys were quite
varung. Women were suppossd o serve fathers and then busbancds faschfully.
[n coatrast to Chine, however, Indso culture pail considemble aod appoving
arcentice po wamen'’s cleverness and beauty. Love and affection gained greater
creclit, which could link womea ancd mes informally, depite basic inegualicg:
menthers-ro-be were surnounclsd by solicioude. Emplass on confining women
domestically was alse lower inclassical India.

Classical civilization in the Mediterranern pesente:d yeta chind case. Staong
emphasis on ratonalxy in philosophy and sceence helped lawnch a traclicson of
destinguizshing between male intelleciual tmits and the more emotional,
indferor mental powers af women. Greek thinkers urged thar women be treated
well, while stresing cheir enferinrity and their largely domestic roles. Mot only
public mdes, bur alsa athletics wene confined to men. Reping & free moman
was a crime, but carmed a lesser penlty than seduciog o wife - fior the Baceer
iovalved winoing affectives aned loyalty sway from the hasbandd. Bur some
wamei heldd property; their public presence was greater than in China. And
coaelitions impraved in che Hellenistic e, at beast in che upper classes, as
wamei particigared in cwlowml porsusts ansd in commeeee (chough uncder male
guardiseshipl

Furthermore, in Kome, women'’s conditsons again improved with time -
arther exception to che general partern (though there was a subsequent
downdurn after the ficst century on, uncler the Empie). Exdy Roman society
impased hassh penalties on women, for emmple for seonl offenses. “The
hishand & the judge of the wife. [f she commits a faalt, he punishes her; ifshe
he= drank wine, be onndemes bec; if she has been guiley of sduleery, be kills
her.” Later Raman interest in the rule of Bw, however, plus a desise to sncoowr-
age stable family life, broughe some improvements. The powers of the hushand



wene curted by the establshment of family coures, omposed of members of
thee wide'’s ax well as che hasband'’s family of ceigen, in cases of dispate oe sooa-
satinn. Women freely appeared in public snd ateended major entertainmests.
While they were punished for adultery through the loss of & third of cheir
propercy, these paovissans were celatively mild compared with other patriarchal
civilizatbons. Finally, Koman livermtore, like Greek, was filled wich stories of
sctive, whimsical gpocklesses as well as of gods,

I sum: varation roexisted with prnaschy, befoce and during the classical
peringd, even a5 some importaont societies escaped full parmacchy aleogether.
Differences affected male roles and defiaicions ss well ax chose far somen.
Trends over time differed, too.

Here was a fertile context for the complex impact of cultuml toatacts, when
different societies pained some mutual knowledge. Precisely because patriaechy
genemied censions in selstionships becween men end women, with men acooos
t preserve dominence but sometimes. uncertain abour how this sheauldd play
ot in family seteings, snd with women osually svoiding pootest bue aot
meressarily being overjoved with their lot, knowledge or assomed koowledge
shout how another socety handled geader issues could have powerful results.
It would be easy, particularly for men who were maost likely oo experience the
remilts of exchanges theough coede or war, (o use coatacts to ooy to coaficm the
correctness of their oo armngements, and thereby to exaggerate oe distort
gereler patterns inthe other society. The imgortance and solidicy of pacdarchy
might suggest the need for proloaged, wnusml contact in ooder o beeak
throwgh to aew pattesns. But contacts coule wnsettle; chey could suggest
ofztions ancd alternacives, Patrizechal standards differsd enough from ane soceety
- the next o make the coatact potentially dizraptive, and the porenczal
expanced when confrontations between nomadic societies and established
ciwilizatons oocurmed.

Meither the rver-valley civilization periad noe the mose sichly svidenced
clisscnl perind emphasized the importance of contact with deffering stancands;
the focus was on bailding separace systems, including patriarchal systems, ancd
megmting diverss peoples through this process. Most people were wsually
unaware that cther soceeties might do things diferently, but exchanges among
societies, though rare, did exist, including sorasionsl travels beyood the
familiar mnge. Thoough these exchanges, in turn, we o gin a Sret glimpse
into possible rearrsans: how waould cultuses chat had stnagpled o defice pender
mdes ax 0 key com ponent of the social asder deal with orcassonal evidence chat
other armangements weres poassible?

Far by the end of the chssical pericd the pesibility of ioterchange was
beareng wp. Troubles with the political system, particulardy in Rome and China,
opened new posibilities for conesos, both through outsicde invassons and
throwgh religious missions. Yorioes nomadic peoples peessed into the
established civilizstion territories — Huns from Central Asia into China ancd
later India, Geermanic cribes ioto southern Eurape. Buddhest and Christian



missionaries were poisad o seek convents outside theic home base, boeh in other
civilizatioes and among che less politically orgamised regions such as Centeal
Asia or northern BEumpe. "What bad been a periodsc experience during the early
crvilizarson and chaxiral perod, through icvassons, wars and limited trade,
noww became commionplece, as vamous peoples gained some sense of other ways
im which gender scandards couldd be crganized.



