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CARLETON UNIVERSITY 
 


Faculty of Public Affairs 


School of Journalism and Communication 
 


COMS 3302A: Political Communication 
____________________________________________________ 


 
GUIDELINES: 
This take-home mid-term is worth 30% of the final grade and is comprised of two questions to 


be answered in essay format. Essays should be between 1,200 and 1,500 words each. Each 
question is worth 15%. Please ensure that you include proper citations and a bibliography (not 


included in word count).  
 


The midterm assignment is due on October 31st, 2016 (Halloween!) via Spooky-cuLearn no later 
than 9:00PM. Once you have written your essays and saved them into a single document (MS 


Word, Pages, etc.) on your computer, please upload the single document into the appropriate 
submission tab. A short grace period (60 minutes) will be allowed to account for any technical 


difficulties. Late submissions will be penalized 10% after the grace period with an additional 
10% per 24 hours, including weekends. 
 


Please familiarize yourself with the cuLearn platform to eliminate technical difficulties. Should 
you encounter technical difficulties, please email your submission to your teaching assistant via 


Carleton email BEFORE the due date and time. If your technology is unreliable, it is incumbent 
upon you to make arrangements to use a Carleton University computer lab or to submit a hard-


copy to the Readers’ Digest Resource Centre (4th floor River Building) prior to the due date and 
during the Centre’s hours of operation.  


 
The strongest submissions will endeavour to creatively apply a range of course readings, 


lectures, and discussion.  
 
MIDTERM QUESTIONS: PLEASE ANSWER BOTH QUESTIONS  
 
Question 1: Predict who will win the US presidential election on November 8th, 2016. Drawing 


on course readings, lectures, and class discussion, critically discuss the methods you used to 
make your prediction. What are the strengths, weaknesses and implications of your methods? 


You will need to conduct external research (i.e. data) to support your prediction.  
 


Question 2: Drawing on course readings, lectures, and discussion, critically discuss the role of 
advertising/marketing in politics. Discuss which arguments you agree or disagree with and 


explain why. (75% of the grade for this question will be allocated to this discussion.) In your 
conclusion, briefly apply your discussion to ONLY ONE of the following ads (25% of the grade 


will be allocated to your discussion about the ad):  
 
Ad 1: https://www.youtube.c om/watch?v=mopkn0lPzM8  
 
Ad 2: https://www.youtube.c om/watch?v=WTylz2WToXw  




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mopkn0lPzM8



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTylz2WToXw
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