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Research Paper 
Documenting the Media Revolution 


  
We are in a time when the mass media is redefining itself at a speed and depth unmatched 
in human history. Basic definitions of various long-established mass media are rapidly 
evolving to include digital formats that would have seemed the stuff of science fiction a 
few years ago. Furthermore, as mass media becomes more pervasive and powerful, its 
impact on individuals and the larger society have become topics of scholarly research. 
Your paper will be written about one of the mass media topics listed below. Choose a 
topic that interests you and for which you can find a variety of high quality sources. 
 
1. Colin Kaepernick and the First Amendment 


1.1 As outlined in Supreme Court and other precedent-setting court cases, what 
sorts of actions, gestures, symbols and other types of non-verbal communication 
have been granted some level of free speech protection? 
1.2 How have the courts dealt with mandatory expressions of patriotism (standing 
for the national anthem, saying the pledge of allegiance, signing a loyalty oath, 
etc.)? 
1.3 In the case of Colin Kaepernick, is his protest protected by the First 
Amendment? Does it matter, legally speaking, that Kaepernick is protesting at his 
workplace while serving as an employee of the San Francisco 49ers?  
1.4 You be the owner: What should 49er management do to not violate 
Kaepernick’s free speech rights while also not alienating those who disagree with 
his protest? 
 


2. Donald Trump and the Media 
2.1 What is “free media”? Did the mainstream news media (television, 
newspapers, etc.) give Donald Trump an unusual amount of free media during the 
primaries? Is he still getting an unusual amount of free media in the general 
election? 
2.2 Do celebrity candidates (people who were famous for something else before 
they got into politics) have an advantage in running for office? If so, how do they 
have an advantage? Are there any disadvantages to being a celebrity candidate? 
2.3 How has Trump used digital media, particularly Twitter, during his campaign? 
How has Twitter helped him? How has it hurt him? 
2.4 You be the journalist: How do you cover an unconventional candidate like 
Trump in a way that is fair to him and to his opponents? 


 
3. Anita Sarkeesian and Gamer Culture: 


3.1 Who is Anita Sarkeesian and what does she have to say about women in video 
Games? 
3.2 What have been the reactions to Sarkeesian’s critiques? 
3.3 When are vigorous forms of criticism protected by the First Amendment? At 
what point does criticism become cyberbullying or other speech NOT protected 
by the First Amendment? 
3.4 You respond to Anita Sarkeesian: What parts of her critique of video game 
culture do you agree with, and what parts do you disagree with? If you disagree 








with Sarkeesian (or her critics), how should you make your disagreement known 
without engaging in speech that is not protected by the First Amendment? 
 


This paper will be an analysis based upon your research. Research the four questions as 
they pertain to your research topic. Divide your paper into six segments:  
 
A. Introduction,  
B. Answer to Question 1  
C. Answer to Question 2 
D. Answer to Question 3 
E. Answer to Question 4 
F. Conclusion 
 
Find credible sources to research your answers. You will be graded on the quantity and 
quality of your sources, and how well you use them in your text. Cite your sources, MLA 
style, as you use them in the text. Be sure to use full MLA-style citation information in 
your works cited section. Students who merely provide a list of web addresses will be 
marked down. 
 
Length: Around 1500 words (plus works cited section). 
 
 
Research 
 
The depth and quality of your research matters. Citing your textbook or what is said 
during class really isn’t impressive in a college research paper. Your research should 
branch out beyond the classroom and the textbook. Dictionaries and encyclopedias 
(including Wikipedia) have some value as background information, but should not be 
cited as sources in the text. Be careful about using web sites as sources; many of them are 
not credible. If you cannot clearly state who is the writer of the material on the web site 
and what qualifies that person or persons to be an authority on the subject, then you 
probably do not have a credible source. 
 
There is no “correct” opinion about any of the research topics. Whatever your topic and 
your opinion on it, make sure that you find credible sources that support your case. 
Remember: (1) more sources are better than fewer, (2) high-quality sources are better 
than low-quality sources, and (3) cited sources that clearly enhance your paper are better 
than sources that make no apparent impact on the text.  
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