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Eumung (4 cacia salicina) is a iittle-k.nown tim-
ber with promising qualities, not unlike walnut
in appearance, but somewhat redd.er. Of the re-
maining specimens shown there is nothing tl_lat
calls for special notice unless it be th'e Australian
blackwood (A cacia melanoxylon) of which the're are
some interesting specimens in the annexe, in the
form of a billiard table and suite. Tts appearance
generally is that of a light bro“'fnisl_l mahogany,
with a pretty silky grain, resembling in veneer the
surface effect of West Indian satinwood. _

Before leaving the Australian hardwoods it may
not be out of place to mention the spotted gum
(Eucalyptus maculaia), which appears to bave a
promising future before it for parquetry and fleor-
blocks. When waxed it has something of the
effect of oak flooring, but it is said to be much
harder and more durable than anything at present
in nse, including teak, and its cost is extremely
reasonable.
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IL—The Commercial Buildings—(Continued).

same order, and also the tenth storey, which serves
a like purpose to a like order running through the
eighth and ninth storeys, may be looked upon
merely as bands running round the shaft, and
serve a purpose purely decorative, much as do
the bands around the shaft of the fine Column
of July in the Place de la Bastille in Paris.- In
the upper division or “capital” two storeys are
marked by a pilaster treatment similar to that
in the storeys below, but the third storey (13th)
is composed of semicircular windaws, the archi.
volts of which spring from the capitals of these
pilasters. These three storeys are in effect only
one, and the divisions below the arch appear as
mullions and sashes rather than as individnal
windows. The whole is crowned by a magnificent
cornice and balustrade, above which rises a kind
of tower, consisting of a pedestal supporting a
square lantern structure with four dials. This
lantern is surmounted by a colossal group of
bronze figures supporting a globe, from which
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FIG. g.~-NEW YORK LIFL INSURANCE BUILDING:
MCKIM, MEAD, AND WHITE, ARCHITECTS.

an enormous spread eagle seems always about
to fly. Externally—and internally as far at least
as the splendid banking-room and vestibules are
concerned-~it is the perfection of the detail which
captivates one, as well on account of the judicious
placing and fitness of the ornament to the mem-
ber or space which it decorates as because of the
remarkable sense of scale everywhere felt and
produced. It is impossible to hope to convey
any idea of all this by the means of photographic
reproduction ; only a very large photograph, and
one taken from a position which it would prob
ably be very hard to locate, could include the
whole of such a building and also show something
of its detail.

The impossibility of adequate representation is
sven motre evident in a case such as the First

the United States.
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FIG. II.—VIEW UP EROADWAY, NEW YURK-CIT'Y,
SHOWING THE MANHATTAN LIFE BUILDING




121

he United States.

7t

lecture

Arch

U nited States.

he

e

Architecture

20

—DETAIL : ENTRANCE TO THE CONDICT BUILDING. PIFFCKETR STRTTT AT 15Tt s

B




Architecture 1tn the United States. 125

stances as those presented by this
particular problem that such design
could be either justified or possible.
The simpler and less successful
fagade on Fulton Street is open to
much the same sort (though less) of
criticism as the Manhattan Life
Building, and on the whole this
building leaves much to be desired.
It adds nothing new to architecture,
and avoids rather than helps to solve
the problem which the office building
presents. In their essay in the com-
petition for the American Suret:y
Building the same architects siruck B
a much higher note, and the design
of those storeys which may be termed
the “shaft ” of the building has had
a material influence upon many of
the designs which have lately ap-
peared. Their Blair Building, New
York, a still later study, in which
bays of iron, separated by narrow
piers of stone, are crowned with a
bold ﬁrojecting cornice cast in iron,
is one of the most successful of all
the designs which have thus far ap-
peared among those which may be
considered as dignified by the inspi-
ration of a conceived ideal.

Another architect whose study of
the office building has led to similar
. - results is Mr Ernest Flagg. In his
hose in the storey above are comparatively  design for the Singer Building, built ten or
and between the windows very flat pilasters  twelve years ago, Mr. Flagg adopted the ex-
tend through both storeys aird terminate in  pedient of a colossal window treatment extend-
otuches under an elaborate cornice with a  ing through two storeys, and has so divided this
detailed cheneaun which serves as a railing  building horizontalty—by the employment of a pro-
he balcony thus formed above this cornice,  jecting balcony, which partially screens the fourth
ch‘ is in effect the principal cornice to the  storey, and by a heavy cornice, which includes a
; the next storey, which'is a high one  storey between its consoles, with a balcony rail
in arched central opening and double  above it, which also screens the ninth storey—-
lumns either side, is in the nature of an attic that the first impression created is that it is com-
the whole structure; but there is an attic, to  posed of four or five giant storeys, an impression
dttic, having a pediment g the centre with a.  which is further enhanced by the combination of
resting. The ends of the side walls extend  Tred brick with black mortar joints, and the white
“this and terminate as asort of plinth ta  stone in which all architectural features are exe-
estals supporting elaborate vases: The build-  cuted. The detail (Fig. 18) is strong and clean
§ finished with a high square Mansard, from  and very monumental, but the design is at fauit
CI’I rises a light and graceful octagonal tower  in accusing large halls where none exist. Less
wo principal and two intermediate stages, impressive but more satisfying to the analytical
ying a flag-pole and weather vane. The tran-  mind is his Produce Exchange Bank Building,
rom the square roof to octagonal tower is  at the corner of Broadway and Beaver Street, in
naged with the cleverness which characterises which the only lines which are not constructive
whole design from the ground up. are two balconies, one in stone and the other
Interesting and pleasant as we find this little  in iron, which divide the height into contrasting
> of building among its huge and plain neigh-  horizontal and vertical rectangles. It seems like
s, 1t 15 onlvy under such exceptional eircurm- a prank of fate that Mr. Flare—who, perhaps

the natural texture of the material f
is cut, increases gradually in proje'cf.:-'l_ |
it recedes from the eye. It may be
the alternate piers in this building ‘do
a stanchion, but are as large in th
as those which do. Obviously this
to preserve the unity of the design
effect of rnultlplzmty of a single moti
the apparent size of the structure..

In his late designs, such as the C
ing in Bleecker Street, New York, M
has overcome nearly every criticis
be made upon rational grounds, an
may be seen some of the most highly
of his marvellously complex and fa
ornamental detail (Fig. 14).

Among the best of the picturesque e
which were characteristic of the work®
twenty years ago may be mentioned the b
of the American Baptist Publication So
Frank Miles Day, and the Harrison By
Cope and Stewardson ; the City Trust Bu
by Wilson Eyre, in Philadelphia; .t
Building, by Peabody and Stearns, in
the Wolfe Building, in Maiden Lane,
Hardenberg}h, the Mail and Express Build
Broadway and Fulton Streets, New Yor
15 to 17); this last building, the work of
and Hastings, is especially interesting ofi dce
of the extreme narrowness of the Broadwa
which is only about twenty-five feet wide;a
very great difficulty of treating such
which must be almost filled with wmdow
six or seven times as high as it is wide. " In
case the architects have produced a dccori
treatment which is immensely clever and sprig
they have tossed to the winds all theorié
demand expression of the plan upon the fac
call for the limitation of ornament to the:de
tion of constructive parts. There is no sugges
of the iron structure of the building; therel
a plain wall of stone with openings for-ligh
where required, to assist the decorative bal
The decoration is constructed outside o
upon the wall, which serves as a backgro
it starts with four caryatides supporting a brok
straight pediment, through which rises a fram
curved-pedimented window, at the sides of
the wall behind is rusticated, and forms a pede
storey to two superimposed orders, each runn
through two storeys; above the upper tier;:
seventh storey is treated as an attic; this ag
has a broken and curved pediment, from
tympanum” of which projects the small balc
“ MAIL AND EXPRESS” BUILDING, NEW YORK CITY. to an arched window adorned with Corinthis
columns at either side, and covered with a ped

8§;—THE SINGER BUILDING, NEW Y(JRK CITY : DETAIL.
T TLAGG, ARCHITECT,

FIG, 17.—FULTON STREET FRONT,
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Hamburg-Amerika Linie Building,
London.

more than any other architect in the United from the most florid exan
States, has, for some fifteen years, persistently  in Spain. Designed. orj -
condemned the high building altogether—is, at the  Sons and Masqueray, t4
moment of writing, the architect of the highest cotta, the owners chﬂz{,ﬁge iy

completed commercial structure in the world—  marble. This buildima -
: 1 arble. ing; : & Stock, Architects.
the tower, 609 ft. high and containing forty-one  be forty-six storeys (6%0 w1 BOltOﬂ, and StOij PclgC 3
storeys, of the new Singer Buildings Square at its sonth-sast o : : o .
: » oLt - 35- -gastico - - : 1 the dividing line of the pro-
T} . ; \ N . yRECTED by the Disconto  central columns on
of s: bltlélnd],?g E;I:eidzzzi f;elg}?ttlfor i\ti'ew Yofrkt thetcorner D(fl:fwenty-fo th ‘f%i (“eseiiqchqfty the main por- perties are of steel encased in concrete, and have
3 /s ¥s, wilh a fower iorty cast corner y\renty_srx_t J ) Gt - _ ; lid with superfine Keene's
or more storeys—is the up-to-date phase in ofice- Square Garden, with its St tion of the ground floor and been finished on the solid wi . P. - ‘

basement of the Hamburg-
. Amerika I.inie Building, 14,
- 15, and 16, Cockspur Street,
S.W., is now occupied by the
Jatter company for their en-

building design, as witnessed by the recently  tower of the former sty
completed Singer Buildings, the tower of which is  sign for the Sun Buildi &
treated as a great campanile and finished with a  lines those of the former o
dome, and the tower now in course of construction  while the latter is g Iig
at the corner of Madison Avenue, Twenty-fourth by the late Stanford Wi
Street, which will complete the buildings of the  in the style of its details
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company on the site  Renaissance- combinatio -
reaching from Twenty-third to Twenty-fourth  beautiful tower of the Giral o gD
Streets and frem Madison Avenue to Fourth Twenty-fourth Street "aﬁ_
Avenue. This building or group of buildings a row of structures of bt
(Fig. 19), of which the first portion—at the corner  four or five—among which ist

the main setting out has been unalter-

of Madison Avenue and Twenty-third Street— Square Presbyterian Chire . o3 b?z the conditions of the S.lte, t.he
was completed some twelve years ago, is ex- S af the frecholders, and the erigencies

~dir of the adjoining properties.
of the fagade is carried out in
m the Combefield quarries of
Firms, Ltd., who w.rked and
. The main shipping office is
oft. by 18 ft. high, and is treated
o, the left-hand side devoted to
d.the right-hand to the tourist
ith  the cashier in the centre.
Hier's department are the tele-
and the typewriters. In the base-
h the main shipping office are the
m; with strong room, fitted by the
1td., goods lift to the back
office accommodation, lavatories,
nager’s room in connection with the
pproximately, hexagonal in shape,
d ceiling ; the walls are lined with
ted white, with a marble fireplace.
ffice ceiling is of modelled plaster of
ile and relief ; the walls are paneiled
hoice Cuba, mahogany with spe-
heers-irithe upper tier of carved
dividing pilasters are inlaid with
of selected colouring, and the caps
secondary pilasters are of ormolu.
s of natural colour, polished but
d.is of golden yellow-brown in
ere 1s:a frieze of modelled plaster 6 ft.
1e panelling, the principal bays hav-
tesenting by figure composition the

tremely elaborate in its details, which are studied : (To'.'b' .

modelling has been carried out by

FIG. 19.-—METROFOLITAN LIFE [MSURANCE s € i i
2 NCE COMPANY’S BUILDING from the architects’ drawings, and
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