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PS 1010 – American Government 


Fall 2016 


Essay #1 
 


Topic: As we discussed during lecture, conflicting views of American citizenship exist today. One view is that 


individual participation in government should be limited because human nature drives citizens to pursue their 


personal interests over the general good. On the other hand, those who believe in “civic/republican virtue” argue 


that citizens can put the interests of the community before their personal interests. Such debates over the proper 


roles for citizens are not new. James Madison held a very skeptical view of human nature and the ability of 


citizens to prioritize the common good vis-a-vis their own interests. Conversely, Thomas Jefferson believed that 


citizens could handle the demands of citizenship, and decried “energetic government” as anathema to 


republican principles. 


 


Directions: Which of these Founders was correct in his view of citizen virtue: Madison or Jefferson? Why? In 


answering these questions, you will compose an essay using both Madison and Jefferson to make your case. 


First, read both the “Vices of the Political System of the United States” and Thomas Jefferson’s “Letters” to 


Madison. As you read each selection, consider the following questions: 


 


“Vices of the Political System of the United States” (read only number 11) 


1. What was Madison’s view of the American citizen? 
2. What motive drives representatives of the people: ambition, personal interest, or the public good? 
3. Did Madison feel that the people should have more power? 


 


Thomas Jefferson’s “Letters” to Madison, 1787 (read both) 


1. How did Jefferson’s view differ from Madison’s? 
2. Did Jefferson believe that citizens needed to be tightly penned in by institutions? Why not? 
3. What did Jefferson mean by “energetic government?” Why was he not concerned about popular 


rebellions? 


 


Format: Your essay should take the form of a five-paragraph essay (roughly 3-4 pages). You will need to start 


with an introduction which includes your thesis statement. Good thesis statements clearly state to your reader 


the purpose of your essay. In this case, your thesis statement will answer the aforementioned question: Which of 


these Founders was correct in his view of citizen virtue? Generally, your thesis statement will be the final 


sentence in your introduction. 


 


Next, you will explain both Madison’s and Jefferson’s positions while offering your own opinion. This is the 


body of your essay and should be at least three (3) paragraphs in length. Here you will do the following:  


1. Explain Madison’s and Jefferson’s positions regarding citizen virtue. You do not need to explain every 
detail, but you should state their overarching argument. Why, primarily, is Madison in favor of 


restraining citizen involvement in the new government? Why does Jefferson believe that an energetic 


government is bad? This section should be a solid paragraph in length (at least five sentences). 


2. State your argument (pro-Madison or pro-Jefferson). Explain, in detail, why you take this position. Use 
examples, either from Madison, Jefferson, history, or present-day America. This should be a solid 


paragraph. 


3. Address counter-arguments. Here, you will “answer” the charges lobbied against your side. For 
example, if you support Madison, why did you find Jefferson’s arguments/point unpersuasive? It is fine 


to use Madison’s rationale as your reasoning (or use your own!), but you should explain, in your own 


words, why you find Madison more persuasive (and vice versa if you side with Jefferson). In short, 


respond to your critics. This section should be another paragraph in length, completing your body. 


 








Finally, you will draft a conclusion paragraph which provides a summation of your essay. Restate your thesis, 


reminding the reader that you have answered the question posed at the beginning of the essay. State, briefly, the 


main points of your body, along with a quick rebuttal against opponents. Your essay should then be concluded 


in a manner which brings closure to the reader. 


 


Your essay should be: 


1. Double-spaced; 
2. 5 pages MAXIMUM; 
3. Times New Roman, 12-point font; 
4. Normal, one-inch margins; 
5. Cited correctly; and 
6. Name placed at the beginning of the paper. 


 


Citations: Throughout your essay, you may use references to outside sources, either through paraphrasing 


and/or direct quoting. You may also elect to refer to quotations or points found in Madison’s essay or 


Jefferson’s letters. As such, you should correctly cite when you pull from other works. Citation is an important 


formatting technique which allows you to correctly attribute information/ideas/concepts which are not your own 


without plagiarizing. Whenever you use an idea which is not yours, you should cite where that idea came from. 


 


While there are several ways to cite an author, for this assignment you can use either APA, APSA, Chicago, or 


MLA citation styles. Besides in-text citation, you should also include a list of references of every source you 


use in your essay at the end (or make sure they appear in footnotes/endnotes). Again, each style can provide 


guidance as to how you construct a works cited/references page. If you are unfamiliar with any of these styles, 


you can consult the following sources: 


 


**Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL): The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL for short) is a fantastic 


resource for paper writing. It contains graphical links and explanations for APA, Chicago, and MLA citation 


styles, while also including general guidance on how to write good papers (including grammar help). (Links are 


also posted on Blackboard under “Essays.”) 


 


**American Political Science Association (APSA) Manual of Style: If you wish to use the standard style 


used by political scientists, you can find an electronic copy of APSA’s citation guide here. (A link is also posted 


on Blackboard.) 


  


**WSU Writing Center: The Writing Center also offers assistance in composing and formatting essays, much 


like OWL above but with the added benefit of having a “live” person assisting you. The Writing Center is 


located in the Undergraduate Library, Room 2310. Visit their website to schedule an appointment, or call 313-


577-2544 (a link is also posted on Blackboard). Regardless of your writing proficiency, the Writing Center is an 


invaluable resource which can take your writing to the next level! 


 


**See Me: I am available to help with any component of this essay, especially proper citation style. Either visit 


during my office hours, email me, or otherwise schedule an appointment. Note: I cannot help with questions or 


drafts submitted within twenty-four hours of the deadline. 


 


Rubric and Grading: Your essay will be submitted on Blackboard via the SafeAssign feature, which will 


check against plagiarism. As I know that learning to cite requires practice, I will construe failure to cite liberally 


and use it as a learning opportunity. However, this does not mean I will overlook clear instances of cheating or 


malfeasance (e.g. copying another’s work or “forgetting” to include an outside source in your works cited 


page). In grading your essay, I will use the following rubric (50 points possible): 


 




https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/



https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/



https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/



http://www.apsanet.org/Portals/54/APSA%20Files/publications/APSAStyleManual2006.pdf



clas.wayne.edu/WRITING/







 Introduction/Thesis Statement (10 points): A good introduction introduces the topic, offers a broad 
overview of what will be discussed, and finishes with a clear thesis statement which answers the 


assigned question. 


 Body (10 points): Good body paragraphs demonstrate the following: identifies and explains both 
Madison’s and Jefferson’s positions; states the student’s position on citizen virtue, and explains why 


using examples; addresses counter-arguments made against the student’s position, using their own 


words; and, if applicable, uses appropriate outside sources (i.e. not using clearly biased and/or inaccurate 


sources). 


 Conclusion (10 points): A good conclusion will logically relate to the rest of the essay, providing a 
brief summary of the student’s main points, along with a restatement of the thesis. It will conclude the 


essay in a manner which brings closure to the debate/question (i.e. does not leave the reader “hanging”). 


 Citation (10 points): Well-cited papers will be devoid of inaccuracies, will adhere to established style 
guidelines, will contain both in-text citations and a works cited/references page, and will cite all sources 


used. 


 Mechanics/Quality of Writing (10 points): Well-written essays will be devoid of spelling, grammar, 
and punctuation errors, while also avoiding factual and analytical errors. Additionally, essays should 


strive to follow the format guidelines (i.e. should be double-spaced, one-inch margins, Times New 


Roman 12-point font, etc.). Finally, all paragraphs are of proper length (at least five sentences). 


 


Students will receive marks of “proficient” (8-10 points), “competent” (6-7 points), or “novice” (0-5 points) in 


each category. 


 


SafeAssign: Submit your completed essay on Blackboard. Navigate to the “Essays” section, click on “Essay 


#1,” and then click on the SafeAssign link within the folder. You can upload your document thereafter. NOTE: 


Make sure your document is saved as a Word Document (.docx); failure to upload a Word document will 


result in delayed grading. If you encounter difficulties with uploading your file, please email me as soon as 


possible so that I can rectify the situation. 


 


***THIS ESSAY IS DUE AT 12:50 P.M. ON SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 ON BLACKBOARD*** 
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