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ML G December 28, 1947:

As epochal events go, it was modest, unimpressive—
and, at the time; all but ignored. The site was a nondescript record-
ing studio in Cincinnati, Ohio. The occasion was a recording session
for a.company - unknown to most Americans, King. The agent of
change was a singer named Wynonie Harris, thirty-two years old,

also practically. unknown. In most respects, there was nothing note-
worthy. about the setting, the singer, or his songs. But one of the
songs Harris sang on December 28, 1947, “Good Rockin’ Tonight,”
would become a best-selling hit, played on jukeboxes and aired on
radio stations across black America. And by popularizing the word
“rock,” Harris’ recording would herald a new era in American popu-
lar culture. e i w0l ‘

: Nobody- noticed. In December of 1947, the music we now call

< “rock.and.roll?-hadn’t yet been named, much less invented. When

Harris sang his pathbreaking song, he was simply doing what he had
done for years, practicing a time-honored craft he had mastered in an
old-fashioned way, through trial and error, learning how to make
music that would lift listeners up, put people into motion, and let
them dance the night away.

- «Hence the dance hall as temple,” the novelist and critic Albert
Murray has written: “Hence all the ceremonially deliberate drag
steps and shaking and grinding movements during, say, the old
downhome Saturday Night Function, and all the sacramental strut-
ting and swinging along with all the elegant stomping. . . . And hence
in consequence the fundamental function of the blues musician (also
known as the jazz musician), the most obvious as well as the most
pragmatic mission of whose performance is not only to drive the
blues away and hold them at bay at least for the time being, but also
to evoke an ambiance of Dionysian revelry.”

.-In the way that. Wynonie Harris had lived his life, and made his
music, his objective was plain and simple: it was revelry, the more
“Dionysian” .the better. At the time he recorded “Good Rockin’



“Good Rockin’ Tonight”
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