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History of the Blues MUS 270  
2015-2016, Spring Term 


Class Schedule 
TR 2:00 pm – 3:50 pm, 250 CLS 


Reading Assignments are Due on Day Listed  


Week 1 
 Class 1:  Tuesday, March 29, 2016 


• Introduction 
• The Blues in Contemporary Popular Music 
• Reading: Elijah Wald, Escaping the Delta: Robert Johnson and the Invention of the 


Blues, “Introduction” 


Class 2:  Thursday, March 31 
• Origins of the Blues (Before Recordings) 


o Slave Work Songs and Field Hollers 
o Black-Face Minstrelsy 
o Spirituals and Jubilee Singers 


▪ Dinwiddie Colored Quartet: “Poor Mourner” (1902) 
▪ Fisk Jubilee Singers: “Ezikiel Saw De Wheel” (c. 1916) 


• Reading: Robert Palmer, Deep Blues, Chapter 1(“Beginnings”) 
Week 2 


Class 3:  Tuesday, April 5 
• The Teens: Vaudeville and the First Blues Recordings 


o W.C. Handy:  
▪ “Memphis Blues” (1914) (Victor Marching Band version) 
▪ “Memphis Blues” (1919) (James Reese Europe version) 


o Marion Harris: “I Ain’t Got Nobody Much” (1917) 
o Ma Rainey: “Prove It on Me Blues” (1928) 


• Reading:  
o Wald, Chapter 1 (What Is Blues?) 
o Susan McClary, “Thinking Blues” (pp. 32-42) (On Canvas) 


Class 4:  Thursday, April 7 
• The Twenties: Racial Segregation 


o Race Records and Classic Blues 
▪ Mamie Smith: “Crazy Blues” (1920) 
▪ Bessie Smith: “St. Louis Blues” (1925) 
▪ Ethel Waters: “Organ Grinder” (1928) 
▪ Lucille Bogan: “Alley Boogie” (1929) 


• Reading:  
o Wald, Chapter 2 (Race Records) 
o Susan McClary, “Thinking Blues” (pp. 42-49) (On Canvas) 
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Week 3 
Class 5:  Tuesday, April 12 


• The Twenties (Continued) 
o Early Male Blues Recordings 


▪ Blind Lemon Jefferson: “That Black Snake Moan” (1926) 
▪ Gus Cannon: “Jonestown Blues” (1927) 
▪ Memphis Jug Band: “Stingy Woman Blues” (1927) 


• Reading: Wald, Chapter 3 (What the Records Missed) 


Class 6:  Thursday, April 14 
• The Twenties (Continued) 


o Early Male Blues Recordings (Continued) 
▪ Lonnie Johnson: “Crowing Rooster” (1928) 
▪ Tampa Red and Georgia Tom: “It’s Tight Like That” (1928) 


o Historical Context: White Mainstream Music in the 20’s 
▪ Paul Whiteman Orchestra 


• George Gershwin: “Rhapsody in Blues” (1924) 
▪ “The Birth of the Blues” 


• Reading: Wald, Chapter 4 (Hollers, Moans, and “Deep Blues”) 


Week 4 
Class 7:  Tuesday, April 19 


• The Twenties (Continued) 
o Sanctified Singing and Early Gospel Blues 


▪ Rev. Gates: “Death’s Black Train Is Coming” (1926) 
▪ Arizona Dranes: “I'll Go Where You Want Me to Go” (1927) 
▪ Blind Willie Johnson – “Nobody’s Fault But Mine” (1927) 
▪ Thomas Dorsey: “If You See My Savior” (1926) 


o The Other Side of the Southern Racial Divide: Hillbilly Blues 
▪ Emmett Miller: “Lovesick Blues” (1928) 
▪ Jimmie Rodgers: “Blue Yodel (T for Texas)” (1927) 
▪ Cliff Carlisle: “Hobo Blues” (1930) 


• Reading: Palmer: Prologue and Chapter 2 (Heart Like Railroad Steel) 


Class 8:   Thursday, April 21 
• The Twenties (Continued) 


o Straddling the Racial Divide: 
▪ Mississippi John Hurt: “Got the Blues, Can’t Be Satisfied” (1928) 
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o The Other Side of the Gender Divide 
▪ Memphis Minnie: “Weary Woman Blues” (1929) 


o Early Delta Blues 
▪ Charley Patton: “Pony Blues” (1929) 
▪ Tommy Johnson: “Canned Heat Blues” (1929) 
▪ Son House: “Preachin’ the Blues” (1930) 
▪ Bukka White: “Shake ‘Em On Down” (1930) 
▪ Skip James: “Hard Time Killing Floor Blues” (1931) 


• Reading:  
o Palmer: Chapter 3 (Mojo Hand) 
o Wald: Chapter 5 (The Mississippi Delta) 


Week 5 
Class 9:  Tuesday, April 26 


• The Thirties 
• The Thirties: Big Band Blues for Sophisticated Hipsters 


o Duke Ellington: “East St. Louis Toodle-Oo” (1927) 
o Cab Calloway: “Reefer Man” (1932) 
o Count Basie: “One O'clock Jump” (1937) 
o Benny Goodman: “Sing, Sing, Sing” (1937) 


• The Thirties: Urban Blues for Northern Blacks 
o Big Bill Broonzy: “I Can't Be Satisfied” (1930) 
o Roosevelt Sykes: “Hard Lead Pencil” (1938) 


• Reading: Wald, Chapters 6 – 7 


Class 10: Thursday, April 28 
• The Thirties (Continued) 


o The Discovery of Lead Belly and the Emergence of “Folk” Blues 
▪ Huddie Ledbetter: “Goodnight, Irene” (1933) 
▪ Huddie Ledbetter: “Bourgeois Blues” (1933) 


o Delta Blues: The Second Generation 
▪ Robert Johnson: “CrosOn Canvasoad Blues” (1936) 
▪ Robert Johnson: “They’re Red Hot” (1936) 
▪ Robert Johnsdson: “Hell Hound on My Trail” (1937) 
▪ Muddy Waters: “I Be Troubled” (1941) 


• Reading: Wald, Chapter 11, plus 152-159 (“Red Hot” and “Crossroad Blues”); 171-172 
(“Hellhound”) 


Sunday, May 1: First Short Essay Exam Due by end of the day (11:59pm) 


Week 6 
Class 11: Tuesday, May 3 


• The Forties: The Racial Divide Continues 
o Bluegrass, Texas Swing and Mainstream Country 


▪ Bill Monroe: “Tennessee Blues” (1940) 
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▪ Bob Wills: “Ida Red” (1938) 
▪ Hank Williams: “Move It On Over” (1947) 


• Reading: Wald, Chapter 11 (The Legacy) 


Class 12: Thursday, May 5 
• The Forties (Continued) 


o Blues Queens: The Next Generation 
▪ Billie Holiday: “Strange Fruit” (1939) 


o Folk Blues Goes Political 
▪ Woody Guthrie: “Dust Bowl Blues” (1940) 


o Texas Blues Moves West 
▪ T-Bone Walker: “They Call It Stormy Monday” (1946) 
▪ Charles Brown: “Driftin Blues” (1945) 


o Gospel Blues Goes Mainstream 
▪ Sister Rosetta Tharpe: “Rock Me” (1938) 
▪ Golden Gate Quartet: “Swing Low Chariot” (1946) 


• Reading: Filene: “Creating the Cult of Authenticity: The Lomaxes and Leadbelly” (On 
Canvas) 


Week 7 
Class 13: Tuesday, May 10 


• The  Forties (Continued)  
o The Decline of Black Big Bands and the Emergence of Jump Blues and 


Rhythm and Blues 
▪ Louis Jordan: “Caldonia” (1945) 
▪ Wynonie Harris: “Good Rockin Tonight” (1948) 


o The Delta Blues Moves North 
▪ Arthur “Big Boy” Crudup: “That’s Alright” (1946) 


• Elvis Presley: “That’s Alright” (1954) 
▪ John Lee Hooker: “Boogie Chillen” (1948) 
▪ Muddy Waters: “I Be Troubled” (1948) 
▪ BB King: “Three O'Clock Blues” (1951) 


• Reading: Wald, Chapter 12 (Jump Shouters, Smooth Trios, and Down-Home Soul) 


Class 14: Thursday, May 12 
• The Fifties 


o R&B becomes Rock ‘n’ Roll 
▪ Jackie Brenston: “Rocket 88” (1951) 
▪ Ruth Brown: “He Treats Your Daughter Mean” (1953) 
▪ Big Joe Turner: “Shake, Rattle And Roll” (1954) 


• Bill Haley: “Shake, Rattle And Roll” (1955) 
▪ Chuck Berry: “Maybellene” (1955) 
▪ Big Mama Thornton: “Hound Dog” (1952) 


• Elvis Presley: “Hound Dog” (1956) 
▪ Little Richard - Tutti Frutti (1955) 
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• Reading: Miller, Flowers in the Dustbin: The Rise of Rock and Roll, pp. 25-43 (On Canvas); 
Palmer, Chapter 4 (Chicago Pep) 


Week 8 
Class 15: Tuesday, May 17 


• The Fifties (Continued):  
o Chicago Blues 


▪ Little Walter Jacobs: “Juke” (1952) 
▪ Muddy Waters:  “(I'm Your) Hoochie Coochie Man” (1954) 
▪ Howlin Wolf: “Moanin at Midnight” (1951) 
▪ Howlin Wolf: “Smokestack Lightnin” (1956) 
▪ Otis Rush: “Jump Sister Bessie” (1957) 
▪ Buddy Guy: “First Time I Met the Blues” (1960) 


• Reading: Palmer, Chapter 7 (Kings of Rhythm) 


Class 16: Thursday, May 19 
• The Fifties (Continued) 


o Gospel Blues becomes Soul 
▪ Ray Charles: “I Got A Woman” (1954) 
▪ Sam Cooke: “Lovable” (1956) 
▪ Mahalia Jackson: “Didnt It Rain” (1953) 


o Folk Blues Becomes the Voice of White Liberalism 
▪ Pete Seeger: “Midnight Special” (with Memphis Slim and Willie Dixon) 
▪ Sonny Terry and Brownie McGhee (w/ Pete Seeger): “Key to the 


Highway” (1960) 
▪ Bob Dylan: “In My Time of Dyin'” (1962) 


• Reading: Wald, Chapter 13 (The Blues Cult) 


Week 9 
Class 17: Tuesday, May 24 


• The Sixties: British Blues-Rock 
o Rolling Stones: ‘Little Red Rooster” (1964) 
o John Mayall and Bluesbreakers (w/ Eric Clapton): “All Your Love” (1965) 
o The Yardbirds: “Train Kept A-Rollin” (1965) 
o Cream: “Strange Brew” (1967) 


• Reading: Susan McClary, “Thinking Blues” (pp. 49-62) (On Canvas) 


Class 18: Thursday, Nov. 26: [Catch-up Day] 
• Reading: Wald, Chapter 14 (Whither the Blues) 


!  5








Week 10 
Class 19: Tuesday, Dec. 1 


• The Sixties (Continued)  
o American Blues-Rock 


▪ Paul Butterfield: “Born In Chicago” (1965) 
▪ Albert King: “Born Under A Bad Sign” (1967) 
▪ Jimi Hendrix: “Voodoo Child (Slight Return)” (1968) 
▪ Janis Joplin: “Ball and Chain” (1967, Live at Monterey Pop Festival) 


o Southern Soul 
▪ Aretha Franklin: “Chain Of Fools” (1967) 


• Reading: Palmer, Epilogue 


Class 20: Thursday, Dec. 3 
• Blues in the 1970s, ‘80s and ‘90s 


o The Doors: “Roadhouse Blues” (1970) 
o The Allman Brothers: “Hoochie Coochie Man” (1970) 
o Bonnie Raitt: “Love Me Like A Man” (1972) 
o ZZ Top: “La Grange” (1973) 
o Stevie Ray Vaughn: “Pride and Joy” (1983) 
o Robert Cray: “Smoking Gun” (1986) 
o Keb Mo: “Am I Wrong” (1994) 


• Reading:  
o Wald, Afterthought 


• Wednesday, June 8: Second Essay Exam Due (On Canvas) @ 5pm 
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