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Research/Interview Essay 


For this essay, you will write a 1000 word (~ 4 Page) profile of someone whose career 


appeals to you, and draw conclusions about whether or not you would like to pursue a similar 


career path. You will investigate in detail what this person does, write about what his/her work 


entails, how it affects his/her life, family, loved ones, and the greater world. You will write about 


what  aspects of this person’s work you find appealing, and what causes concern. You will write 


about whether you think, after your investigation, you are still willing to purse it, reject it and 


consider other options, or need to investigate in greater detail before reaching a more concrete 


decision.  


In order to do complete this project, I’d like you to interview (at least by telephone), and 


if possible, actually observe in action, someone who does what you find fascinating enough to 


consider doing for a living. You will employ the interview techniques and questions discussed in 


class. 


You will wrap your essay with a definite conclusion. That does not mean you have to 


say, “Yes, I want to do this,” or “No, I don’t.” What it means is that your essay will need to 


end with a well reasoned conclusion, which could be “I’m not sure any more…” or “I have 


come to the conclusion that I need to continue my investigations before …, but here is what 


I plan to do next.” 


Remember, you are at the university working hard to pursue this career, so there is a lot 


at stake in terms of your livelihood and long-term happiness by researching this project. The 


essay, although just one part of one course of the many that you will take, should reflect the 


gravity and underlying importance of this topic. 


Remember to take advantage of the PSU Writing Center 


(http://www.writingcenter.pdx.edu/) if you are stuck writing your essay. It is located at Cramer 


188. Writing resources, such as a step-by-step guided tour to writing papers, are available online, 


as is the opportunity to schedule an appointment to meet in person with an instructor who can 


help with your writing. While I do not require you to attend sessions at the Writing Center, I 


strongly recommend you visit them if you need help. 


 




http://www.writingcenter.pdx.edu/
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