The Elements of Argument: Claim,
support, and Assumption

One way of looking at an argument is to see it as an interplay
of three essential elements: claim, support, and assumption. A
claim is a proposition or conclusion that you are trying to
prove. You prove this claim by using support in the form of
fact, statistics, or expert opinion. Linking your supporting evi-
dence to your claim is your assumption about the subject. This
assumption, also called a warrant (as we’ve discussed in
Chapter 2), is an underlying belief or principle about some
aspect of the world and how it operates. By their nature,
assumptions (which are often unstated) tend to be more gen-
eral than either claims or supporting evidence.

Here are the essential elements of an argument advocating
parental restriction of television viewing for high school students:

Claim
High school students should be restricted to no more than two

hours of TV viewing per day.

Support
An important new study and the testimony of educational special-
ists reveal that students who watch more than two hours of TV 3
night have, on average, lower grades than those who watch less TV

Assumption
Excessive TV viewing adversely affects academic performance

As another example, here’s an argumentative claim on the
topic of computer-mediated communication (CMC)—a term



