THE ARGUMENT SYNTHESIS

sometimes commit atrocities in wartime? would involve making an
rgument. o develop this argument, researchers might conduct

experniments, mterview experts, collect historical evidence, and

their findings at professional conferences and in journals and
books. The extent to which readers (or listeners) accept these
findings will depend on the quality of the supporting evidence
and the care with which the researchers have argued their case.
What we are calling an argument synthesis draws upon evidence
from a variety of sources in an attempt to persuade others of the
truth or validity of a debatable claim.
By contrast, the explanatory synthesis is fairly modest In
purpose. It emphasizes the sources themselves, not the writ-
er’s use of sources to persuade others. The writer of an explan-
atory synthesis aims to inform, not persuade. Here, for
example, is a thesis devised for an explanatory synthesis on
the ubiquity of cell phones in contemporary life:

Cell phones make it possible for us to be always within reach,
though many people would prefer no? to be always within reach.



