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WHICH ONE IS IT?
Scholarly?


Professional/Trade?


Popular?








AUTHORS: Faculty & other 
researchers


AUDIENCE: Other faculty & 
researchers


CONTENT:  Report primary 
research & literary criticism. 
Articles are written by the 
researchers themselves. Often 
accompanied by detailed 
figures, charts & graphs.


OTHER CONTENT: Review of 
scholarly books, 
abstracts/summaries of 
research; ads usually only for 
scholarly books & journals


VOCABULARY: Assumes high 
level of background knowledge


PEER-REVIEWED: Usually


EXAMPLES:  


Journal of Medieval History


ESQ: A Journal the American 
Renaissance


ESQ:http://libarts.wsu.edu/engli
sh/Journals/ESQ/current.html


Scholarly Journals




esq:http://libarts.wsu.edu/english/Journals/ESQ/current.html







Professional/Trade 


Publications
AUTHORS: Professional 
ass’n members, faculty, 
researchers, in-house 
reporters   


AUDIENCE: Same as 
authors 


CONTENT:  News about 
conferences and other 
upcoming events, brief 
reports of research, book 
reviews,opinion
pieces,publisher
advertisements, etc. 


VOCABULARY: Usually 
doesn’t require same level of 
background knowledge as 
scholarly journals do. 


PEER-REVIEWED: Rarely, 
although most articles are 
editor-reviewed. 


EXAMPLES:  


backstage


OEN (Old English 
Newsletter)


http://go.osu.edu/pu3


http://www.backstage.com




http://go.osu.edu/pu3



http://www.backstage.com/







Popular 


Periodicals
AUTHORS: Reporters or 
experts in the field but not 
reporting their own research.


AUDIENCE: General public 
but, in some cases scholars 
and other professionals


CONTENT: Generally topics of 
current popular interest 
(politics, fashion, art, media) 
written at a general level. 
Filtered through reporter’s eye.


VOCABULARY: Secondary 
level and down; any jargon will 
be explained; simplified 
graphics.


REVIEWED BY: Editors


EXAMPLES:


Psychology Today


Time


Sports Illustrated


House Beautiful


https://subscribe.hearstmags.com/sub
scribe/splits/housebeautiful/hbu_sem_
google?source=sem_gog&source=se
m_gog




https://subscribe.hearstmags.com/subscribe/splits/housebeautiful/hbu_sem_google?source=sem_gog&source=sem_gog







TIPS


1. Some higher level popular periodicals may be  read by scholars as well as the general public. 
Examples includeThe Economist and The Atlantic Monthly. When in doubt, check with your instructor 
to see if these are appropriate resources for your assignment. 


2. Use Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory to find information about whether your source is scholarly, 
professional/trade or popular. (Find under “Research Databases” on the OSUL web site.) Be sure to 
read the tabs labeled “Description”, “Demographics”, and “Reviews” and the link to the URL if available.  
The black and white “referee shirt” icon indicates that the journal contains “refereed” (another word for 
“peer reviewed” articles.


3.To make your search for scholarly journals in Ulrichs easier, mark the check box for 
“Academic/Scholarly”.


. Feel free to ask the Libraries’ Research Tutor for help at any point in the research process.


Leila Ben-Nasr, OSUL Research Tutor


120 Thompson Library


Mon.-Wed. 1-3 and 5-7


Thurs. 12-3 
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