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Z.. being drafted into the Army in 1964 and
N Aﬂerﬁ) decided to move to Los Angeles to brea
Ty (b 19 ol ywood connections, he began studyin
ing O;d with experimental and street theater gr
fg:Td . 1972, he changed his name from Mich
qobbins’s ™ . .
S angeles and = | ‘ | ot in Hollywood and around
the world. Nelth_er a stur-\tm‘an or martial-artist, Thayer credits his love of sports and his
X Childhood eXPe': |en?es with ice hockey,' b.aseball,footbaﬂ, basketball, boxing, and swimming
3; | (or helping him In !‘NS film work. In addition to numerous B-movies, Thayer has had small,
| packground roles in Pearl Harbor, The Man Who Wasn't There, Collateral Damage, American

cun, SWAT, and Terminator 3. The following essay first appeared in the Los Angeles Times
MagaZine in 2005.

| , 1don’t know what made me do it, but I'm glad, in a strange way, that

| Idid o

: ;  When I heard my neighbor call out “You can’t park there,” 1 knew what
was going on. Someone had pulled into our single-lane driveway, which
serves four apartments that sit atop a pawn shop and a Russian deli on Santa
Monica Boulevard in West Hollywood.. When I heard a muffled response and
my neighbor’s more urgent “No! Someone is coming. We need to keep that
space clear,” I jumped up to look out my window. - -

3 Despite the no parking signs, deli customers routinely park in the mouth

of the driveway, blocking exit or entrance, though most of the time a simple
'equest to aye is met with sheepish compliance. But today a man in his
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