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Comm498, Immigration, by: Lieu, M. 
“Increasing awareness on United States 
immigration laws for the undocumented 


immigrants & lawful permanent residents”








Introduction
Potter (2014) & Beyer (2015) stated 


immigration has been a historically 
debated topic in the United States and 
worldwide.


Affecting lawfully or unlawfully entry.








Introduction
What brought me into the topic, winter 2016.
1)Originally wanted to do homelessness in L.A.
2)Early, an update to an immigration internship.
3)My family was a 1st generation immigrants 


who were naturalized U.S. citizens & 
I am a 2nd gen by birth right.








Introduction
https://www.uscis.gov/tools/glossary


Immigration terminology:
Alien - “Any person not a citizen or national of the United 


States”. May be referred as: undocumented immigrant.
Lawful permanent resident (LPR) - “Any person not a 


citizen of the United States who is residing the in the 
U.S. under legally recognized and lawfully recorded 
permanent residence as an immigrant”,
green card holder or permanent resident alien.








Introduction


Visa - “Allows the bearer to apply for entry to the 
U.S. in a certain classification. A visa does not 
grant the bearer the right to enter the United 
States”.


U.S. Citizen - “Showing commitment to the United 
States and your loyalty to its Constitution. In 
return, granted access to all the rights and 
privileges that are part of U.S. citizenship”.








Introduction


Hart (2012) said, there are about 
11 million undocumented immigrants 
in U.S. 


Pew 
research
chart. → 








Introduction


In 2015, Scholar B. (Boerner, 2015)  
stated that about 75% are from: 
Mexico & Central America,


about 13% from Asia, 
about 7% from South America,


Lastly, the remaining 10% are “other”.








Introduction


Connecting this research project with 
communication studies,


Social Judgment Theory (SJT)
Self-persuasion concept. 


By: Sherif, Sherif, & Hovland
(Griffin, 2012).








Introduction
SJT: Should the U.S. government... 


...undocumented immigrants...


Lieu: Deporting dangerous illegal aliens.








Literature Review


.








Literature Review
From 1776…


...U.S. government regulated 
immigration by: restriction, 


border control & 
citizenship status.








Literature Review


Jaggers, Jaggers & Gabbard (2014), 
the 5 eras of immigration laws… 
The scholars proposed a 6th era:
United States' Era Of Devolution:


2001-Present Time.
Federal government → state & county.  








Literature Review


After September 11, 2001 (9/11), the 
USA Patriot Act of 2001 was passed, 
which restricts rights of aliens & 
U.S. citizens that were found to be 
involved in terrorism.








Literature Review
Increased immigration restriction across 


U.S.-Mexico border, along with 
regional racial & border anxieties in 
southern states changed tensions on 
immigration.








Literature Review


U.S. Laws Affecting
the Undocumented & LPR


After Congress failed to pass, 
Development, Relief, and Education, 
for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act. 


Federal =/=, states formed own acts.








Literature Review


Assisted
California & 


Maryland
Helps the 


undocumented 
with college 
tuition  


Against
Arizona & 


Alabama
Prohibits the 


undocumented with 
college tuition 








Literature Review


Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
of 2012.


Scholar B. (Boerner 2015), stated that the 
Undocumented children can apply for those who 
arrived in the U.S. before age 16 & 
not older than 31 by the year 2012. 


Guarantees that they will not be deported for 2 
years. Additionally requirements must be met.








Literature Review
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act 


(TVPRA) of 2008.
Chen & Gill (2015) stated that the act, helped the 


“Unaccompanied Alien Children” (UAC) obtain 
legal remedies to stay in the U.S. permanently. 
After a certain time frame of unlawful entry.


In 2014, 
about 60,000 
UAC → U.S.  








Literature Review


Affordable Care Act (ACA) of 2010.
Scholar B. (Boerner 2015) stated that it does 


not affect undocumented immigrants since 
they do not have a social security number 
(SSN).


LPR, can apply for Medicare & Medicaid. 
“Obama Care”. 








Literature Review
Public & Commercial Broadcasting 


Perception On U.S. Immigrants.
Beyer (2015) surveyed that 11% of people in 


U.S. follow public service broadcasting 
(PSB).


While, the remaining audience obtain news 
reports from commercial broadcast 








Literature Review


Public  


Complex causes of   
undocumented 
immigration. 


Humanitarian 
dimension.


Commercial


Simplified 
stereotypes of the 
undocumented.


Market driven 
media.








Literature Review
Potter (2014) said, negative rhetoric of mainly 


undocumented Latin ethnicities are against 
them due to being a non-citizen status unable 
to challenge the dominant citizenry.


Scholar A. & H. (Abrajano & Hajnal 2015), said 
that the “illegal” name calls back to the 
moment of unlawfully U.S. border entry.








Literature Review


The 








Literature Review








Literature Review
Lastly, Hing (2015) voices concern about the cost 


U.S. will pay to enforce immigration laws.
Not just in billions of dollars, also, 


the cost of our basic humanity.








Methodology
Qualitative content analysis, using 


semiotic to look for signifiers.
Additionally, abductive reasoning on 


providing an educated explanation 
from the obtained research. 


Possible lead to hypotheses testing on 
given scenarios. 








Methodology


Applied to the three sections:
1. United States' Era Of Devolution:


2001-Present Time.
2. U.S. Laws Affecting


the Undocumented & LPR.
3. Public & Commercial Broadcasting 


Perception On U.S. Immigrants.








Analysis


United States' Era Of Devolution:
2001-Present Time.


Semiotic: signifier of mixed responses 
as a result of the federal government 
transferring immigration lawmaking to 
states & county government. Under 
the 13th & 14th amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution, it is suppose to remain 
on the federal level. 








Analysis
Abductive Reasoning: with the USA 


Patriot Act of 2001 passed, the 
government in the future may decide 
to provide more security, at the cost of 
free rights after 9/11.








Analysis


H1: Devolution, transfer of power.
H2: After 2001, security over freedom.
Hypotheses Test: Will the U.S. 


government in the future decide to 
provide even more security at the cost 
of freedom to ensure greater safety to 
the country?  








Analysis


U.S. Laws Affecting
the Undocumented & LPR.


Semiotic: After Congress failed to pass 
the DREAM Act, the signifier results in 
each state to handle undocumented 
immigrants in accordance to how they 
see fit.








Analysis


Abductive Reasoning: Without a set of 
guide lines from the U.S. federal laws, 
each state will continue to dictate the 
handling of undocumented immigrants 
by either assisting them, California 
DREAM Act, or against them, Arizona 
propositions.








Analysis


H1: No DREAM Act, no federal guide lines.
H2: Several states create their own laws.
Hypotheses Test: Would California or 


Maryland collaborate with Arizona or 
Alabama, to create public service 
announcements (PSA) on assisting 
undocumented immigrants to be relocated 
to California or Maryland where they 
provide help to them?








Analysis


Public & Commercial Broadcasting 
Perception On U.S. Immigrants.


Semiotic: Most U.S. audience receive 
news reports from commercial 
broadcast, signifying an indoctrination 
of simplified stereotypes of 
undocumented immigrants over public 
broadcast for complex causes.








Analysis


Abductive Reasoning: After 9/11, the 
U.S. has invested more money in 
immigration laws as a result of the 
external terrorist attack. It is important 
that despite undocumented 
immigrants who receive negative 
rhetoric, they must continue to be law-
abiding non-citizens, in order to not be 
removed from the country for the 
breaking the law.   








Analysis


H1: Commercial over public broadcast.
H2: Increased laws & negative rhetoric. 
Hypotheses Test: What can the people 


of U.S. do to minimize the saturation 
of negative rhetoric for undocumented 
immigrants? 








Discussion
10 weeks instead of 16 weeks (Q2S).
Wanted to do interviewing, rather than 


just content analysis for qualitative 
methods. 


U.S. Department Of State (DOS) and 
Department Of Justice (DOJ) has 
additional immigration laws.








Conclusion


Three term U.S. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt informed America to:
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