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SCI 215SC – Stranger than (Science) Fiction  
 
In this assignment, you will write an approximately 600-word paper exploring a recent scientific discovery 
or technological creation that was first imagined in science fiction.  
 
Paper Guidelines 
Your paper must answer the following questions.  


 How was the technology used in science fiction? 


 What was the scientific breakthrough or new discovery that led to its implementation in reality?  


 What moral questions does the use of this new technology pose? Are there ways in which the 
technology can be used to gain unfair advantage or put others in jeopardy of the pursuit of life, 
liberty, or happiness? Put your mad scientist hat on and envision how the technology may be 
used for evil. Also, identify any science fiction work that explores this potential for evil. 


 
In addition, your paper should demonstrate excellent spelling, grammar, organization, and style. 
 
Performing an Internet search for “science fiction becomes science fact” is often productive in finding 
reports of recent technologies that were first envisioned in science fiction works. Contact your instructor if 
you continue to have difficulties with choosing a technology to explore.   
 
Submission 
You will submit your paper to the Dropbox no later than Sunday 11:59 EST/EDT. (This Dropbox basket 
is linked to Turnitin.)    
 
Grading Rubric 
 


Category None Level I Level II Level III 


Science   Identifies science that 
made this discovery/ 
technology possible. 
(5-8 points) 


Identifies and explains 
science that made this 
discovery/technology 
possible. 
(9-10 points) 


Use in 
Science 
Fiction  


  Describes why or how 
the imagined tech was 
used in a science fiction 
work. 
(5-8 points) 


Describes why and how 
the imagined tech was 
used in a science fiction 
work. 
(9-10 points) 


Writing 
Construction 


 Several grammatical 
errors in the paper, poor 
organization, spelling, 
and little style. 
(1-4 points)  


Several minor errors in 
the paper with 
phrasing/awkward 
sentences/word choice 
and sentence 
construction. 
(5-8 points) 


A few minor errors. 
(9-10 points) 


Moral Hazard   Analyzes possible 
misuse of technology 
(5-8 points) 


Analyzes possible 
misuse of technology 
and identifies if a sci fi 
work examined these 
issues. 
(9-10 points)  


 
Total ____ / 40 points 
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