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Topics Covered Today 


1.  Reading a case  
2.  Briefing a case  
3.  A word on time management  








Legal 
Issue 


Read  
& Brief 


Note-
Taking 


Review 
& 


Outline  


Exam-
Writing 
& IRAC  


Overview: Issue Centered Learning 








3-Step Strategy for Reading a Case 


Step 1  
Anchor it 


Step 2 
Read it 


Step 3 
Brief it 








3-Step Strategy for Reading a Case 


Step 1  
Anchor it 


Step 2 
Read it 


Step 3 
Brief it 








Anchoring – What Is It? 


Purpose of an “anchor” 
 = Provides Context 








Issue Centered Learning 


Legal 
Issue 
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Taking 
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Anchoring – How To 


Syllabus Table of  
Contents 


Supplement 








3-Step Strategy for Reading a Case 


Step 1  
Anchor it 


Step 2 
Read it 


Step 3 
Brief it 








Reading the Case 








Reading the Case 
GOALS 


1.  Be able to respond to basic questions about 
the case in class 


2.  UNDERSTAND: 
A.  The court’s reasoning in deciding the case 
B.  What this case adds to the body of law you are 


learning 
C.  That you will be expected to apply the law to 


different factual situations (in class and on 
exam) 








Reading the Case 
Reading a Judicial 
Opinion  
1.  Parties 
2.  Procedural History 
3.  Facts 
4.  Issue 
5.  Rule(s) 
6.  Application/Analysis 
7.  Conclusion/ Holding 
8.  Disposition  


9.  (sometimes) Dissenting or 
Concurring Opinion 


Strategy as you read:  


Every paragraph will be 
one of the 8 components  


“Listen for the FIRAC”  


Brief in FIRAC  








3-Step Strategy for Reading a Case 


Step 1  
Anchor it 


Step 2 
Read it 


Step 3 
Brief it 








Briefing the Case 


•  What is a “brief” in this context?  
Your own summary of the case that you 
have just read.  


•  We will suggest a briefing format, but 
there are many ways to brief a case 
(what is important is that you go 
through the process!) 








Why Must You Brief?  


1.  Survive & thrive class and be able to participate 
meaningfully   


2.  Helps you understand how courts analyzed a 
given fact pattern in light of rules of law and the 
policies behind those rules.   


3.  Building block for the next steps:   
Outlining, Exams, and beyond 








Reading & Briefing 
Reading a Judicial 
Opinion  
1.  Parties 
2.  Procedural History 
3.  Facts 
4.  Issue 
5.  Rule(s) 
6.  Application/Analysis 
7.  Conclusion/ Holding 
8.  Disposition  


9.  (sometimes) Dissenting or 
Concurring Opinion 


One Briefing Strategy: 
FIRAC 


Facts (includes Parties (1) 
Procedural History (2) 
and Facts (3)) 


Issue (4) 
Rules (5) 
Application/Analysis (6) 
Conclusion (Includes 


Holding (7), Disposition 
(8)) 


 Concurring or Dissenting 
separately if applicable (9) 













TIME MANAGEMENT: 


READING & BRIEFING 
SCHEDULE 








You Must Have a Reading 
Schedule 


But these are NOT options: 
Night Before Day Of  








Your Reading Schedule Options 


Option ONE 


–  Read one day ahead:  
•  Saturday for Monday 
•  Sunday for Tuesday 
•  Monday for Wednesday 
•  Tuesday for Thursday 
•  Wednesday for Friday 
•  Thursday and Friday?  


Option TWO 


–  Read on weekends 
•  Review will be crucial 


and should be scheduled 
in  


•  The entire weeks’ worth 
of readings are 
completed by Sunday.  








Time Management 
   Remember… 


!  Stick To Your Reading/Briefing Schedule 
! Take Short Breaks During Long Study Blocks 
!  Schedule Personal Time (family, friends, alone) 
!  Schedule Errand Time (grocery, doctor, dry clean, 


etc.) 


If/when “Life Happens” … contact the Dean of 
Students Office to help manage the situation 
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