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American Exceptionalism 


Abstract 


This portfolio seeks to define the concepts and underlying assumptions of American 


Exceptionalism (AE), and it seeks to illustrate why these concepts are so successful when 


applied nation-wide. The major challenges facing America in regards to faith and 


political action, education, social issues, racism, and foreign policy are discussed, as well 


as their solutions. The primary goal behind these discussions is to prove that even though 


AE is being cast aside by the current administration and by the media, it is absolutely 


vital and possible to regain it and preserve the liberty that is given to us by God.   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 








American Exceptionalism 


Defining American Exceptionalism (AE) 


• The key ideas of AE are recorded in the Declaration of Independence, 


though the beliefs were already deeply rooted in the hearts of the people. 


• These beliefs resulted in a nation and way of government that was more 


successful and freer than any other. 


• The key assumptions that were written into the Declaration and that are 


foundational to AE include the following:  


o God is the Creator of mankind, and all men are created equally.  
o God reigns supremely over the universe.  
o Man is responsible to obey God’s way of justice He has ordered.  
o Sovereignty rests in the citizen and not in the government.  
o Because God created all men equal, every person has the 


inalienable right to life, liberty, and property. 1 
 


• The Founding Fathers gleaned the principles of AE from the following:  


o The English tradition of law gave the Founders a framework to 
work with, and they drew heavily from the English common law, 
the Magna Carta, and the English Bill of Rights. 2 


o The deep religious convictions of the Protestant Reformation and 
the Great Awakening were ingrained in the hearts of the colonists 
and the Founding Fathers, who wanted a nation of religious liberty 
and freedom of conscience. 3 


o Enlightenment thinkers, especially the Christian ones, greatly 
influenced the Founders towards the ideas of natural law, personal 
sovereignty, and the separation of powers. John Locke, 
Montesquieu, Thomas Aquinas, and William Blackstone are some 
of these thinkers. 4  


 
• The Founding Fathers intended the Constitution only for a moral people, 


an exceptional people who knew that liberty and virtue do not exist apart 


                                                        
1 Gingrich, Newt. A Nation Like No Other, 17-21.  
2 McClellan, James. Liberty, Order, and Justice, 22.  
3 Akers, Dr. Shawn. “Presentation: Religious Foundations and Core Beliefs.”  
4 Akers, Dr. Shawn. “Biblical Foundations of Exceptionalism.”  
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from each other. Gingrich gives the following virtues that this country was 


built upon and that have characterized the ideological descendants of the 


Founders: 5 


o Faith and Family  
� The Founders knew that the family is the cornerstone of 


society, and marriage is the chief component. The moral 
backbone of society must come from the home, and 
children need to be taught about faith and godly values and 
the ability to be self-sufficient. 6 


o Work  
� The Founders believed that a successful nation should be 


built upon the hard work and self-made success of the 
people rather than the charity of the government. 7 


o Civil Society  
� A strong nation that is able to resist tyranny is made up of 


tight communities where citizens look out for the needs of 
others. 8 


o Rule of Law  
� The Founders knew that the rule of the law rather than the 


rule of men was necessary to avoid arbitrary abuses of 
power, because the government’s job is to secure rights 
rather than grant them. 9 


o Safety and Peace 
� The Founders believed that every leader in government 


should do everything they can to protect the God-given 
rights of the people, and Americans should fearlessly stand 
against domestic and foreign evils. 10 


 


The Importance of American Exceptionalism  


• The concepts of AE are important and necessary, because they have produced a 


nation freer and more successful than any other.  


                                                        
5 Gingrich, Newt. A Nation Like No Other, 37-54.  
6 Ibid, 46.  
7 Ibid, 46-47.  
8 Ibid, 48.  
9 Ibid, 49.  
10 Ibid, 51-53.  
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o AE Produces Religious Freedom 11 
� “The Founders knew that religious vibrancy in a free 


society is the surest bulwark against government 
corruption.” 12 


� Because every human being has dignity and the free will to 
choose what he believes, there is no room for state-
sponsored religion or state-sponsored secularism in AE. In 
fact, a government that does not protect this liberty loses its 
legitimacy. 


� When religious freedom is allowed to flourish, this 
provides mentally and spiritually healthy families who are 
interested in the well being of others.  


� Their honesty and hard work fuel the work place to 
prosperity, and tyrants are kept at bay because self-
sufficient citizens will stand up for their liberties. 


o AE Produces Economic Freedom and Prosperity13 
� America has prospered exceedingly due to the fact that AE 


will not trade liberty for a welfare state.  
� AE believes that each man has the right to own property, 


work, and produce wealth for himself. Thus, property rights 
and contracts are protected. 


� AE believes that local institutions should be the ones 
making loans to the community rather than far off 
politicians only interested in a quick buck.  


� When local institutions are involved, they know what the 
community can afford and thus keep them self-sufficient.  


� AE provides the protection of inventions and encourages 
hard work and innovation rather than dependency on the 
government.  


� The Founders knew that for the people to prosper, they 
would need minimal government interference, regulation, 
and taxation.  


� When the free market is allowed to run without 
interference, and when money is tied to actual values, the 
people can flourish.  


o AE Produces Lawful Jurisprudence 14 
� When courts go by the rule of law and not by the rule of 


men, this protects against the arbitrary use or abuse of 
power.  


                                                        


11 Ibid, 76-97.  
12 Ibid, 76.  
13 Wiker, Benjamin. 10 Books Every Conservative Must Read, 171-189.   
14 Gingrich, Newt. A Nation Like No Other, 135-158.  
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� AE holds that judges are responsible to protect the rights of 
the people, who have loaned them that power.  


� The system of checks and balances defends against the 
natural inclination of men to usurp power.  


� AE holds that backroom deal making and corruption have 
no place in a lawful society.  


o AE Produces Technological Advancement15 
� AE protects property rights, both physical and intellectual.  
� Because Americans have been allowed to invent and create 


apart from government interference, the U.S. has become 
more productive and inventive than any other nation and 
has attracted bright minds from around the globe.  


o AE Produces Unsurpassed Military Might 16 
� AE understands that the government’s primary job is to 


protect the nation from enemies, and the moral courage of 
ordinary Americans against evil is just as important.   


� America has produced such advanced military weaponry 
that nations such as China and Russia commit cyber 
espionage simply to keep up.  


� America has come to the aid of more countries than anyone 
else. 


o AE Produces Excellent Education 17     
� The Founders understood that their foundational concepts 


needed to be passed on to future generations, because the 
future political leaders are found in the classroom.  


� When God is placed at the center of education, students are 
allowed to build a firm foundation on truth and thus 
advance in the subjects.  


� When everything is done to the glory of God, students aim 
to do their best in all of their subjects and learn how to have 
a personal relationship with Jesus.  


� Because of these reasons, education in the colonies was 
most excellent.   


 


Challenges and Solutions  


Faith and Political Action  


The current challenges faced by Christian believers in America include the following:  


• The enforced secularism within the classroom and the courts  


                                                        
15 Ibid, 105-108.  
16 Ibid, 159-179.  
17 Barton, David. Four Centuries of American Education.  
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• The churches need to ensure that they are teaching correct doctrine and not falling 
prey to the lies of society.  


• Values need to be taught by the parents and not by the government.  
 


Education  


The current challenges facing America’s educational system include the following:  


• America’s public schools are in poor shape when it comes to the students’ 
academic performance. America’s schools have fallen behind those of other 
nations. 


• The Common Core 23 
o Programs such as the Common Core are ill suited to meeting the needs 


of the students and hold to a one-size-fits-all mentality.  
o Programs such as the Common Core leave the content of the 


curriculum within the hands of the government.  
o The parents have no say in what their children are being taught; and 


once again, the government is wedging itself in between parents and 
their children.  


o The Common Core is a monopoly against all other curriculums or 
forms of education, such as homeschooling or charter schools.  


o The Common Core is designed to maintain mediocrity rather than to 
strive for excellence. 


• Bureaucrats and those far removed from local communities dictate education 
rather than the parents and local communities of the students.  


• The removal of God from the school system 
 
Solutions to these problems include the following:  
 


• Because the public school system is not providing an adequate academic 
program for the students or a moral discipleship program for them, it is 
important that parents are able to select alternatives forms of education.  


o Some states, such as Nevada, are turning towards options where the 
parents are able to choose what options are best for their children 
through using a state voucher, a monetary sum that would normally go 
to funding public school education. Parents can choose from any 
combination of private schooling, tutoring, dual education, etc. 24 


o Homeschooling is also a viable option, because parents are able to 
choose what their children are taught and keep them away from liberal 
education.  


                                                        


23 Williamson, Evers M. “No Exit, No Voice: The Design of Common Core.”  
24 Burke, Lindsey. “Nevada Enacts Universal School Choice.”  
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• To bring states and parents back in control of education, Lindsey Burke of the 
Heritage Foundation gives a series of policy recommendations: 25 


o The Higher Education Reform and Opportunity (HERO) Act 
� States choose the institutions, programs, etc. that students may 


receive school credit from and thus diversify their choices of 
education.  


o The A-Plus (Academic Partnerships Lead Us to Success) Act 
� Allow states to decline contributing to the failed No Child Left 


Behind Act and put their funds towards the programs that work 
the best for their citizens.  


 
Social Issues  


The following are a few of the social issues challenging America:  


� Abortion  
o The U.S. is one of seven countries (including North Korea and China) that 


allow late term abortions. 26 
o Abortion is a growing problem in America, because programs such as 


Planned Parenthood are pushing for them more and more. Planned 
Parenthood has increased their number of abortions significantly from 
when they were first established, now performing one in three abortions in 
the U.S. instead of every one in five. 27 


� Illegal Immigration 28 
o Obama has announced his plan to grant amnesty to the millions of 


immigrants residing in the U.S. illegally. Though his executive actions are 
on hold for the moment, he has repeatedly acted without authority in his 
mission to unlawfully legalize immigrants.  


o The economic burden upon taxpayers and the physical danger this places 
them in is unjust.  


o Illegal immigrants are not required by the administration to adopt 
American civic culture or abide by American laws, placing AE at even 
greater risk of extinction.  


� Judicial Activism  
o Nowadays, judges rule by what they think the just thing to do is rather 


than what the law and the Constitution say. Those who are in favor of this 
judicial activism believe in an evolving Constitution and not in the 
original intent of the Framers.  


o However, judicial activism is unconstitutional, because the judges are 
overstepping their boundaries and usurping power from the people, as was 
seen in the legalization of gay marriage in all fifty states.  


                                                        
25 Burke, Lindsey. “What Congress and States Can Do to Reform Education Policy.” 
26 Harkness, Kelsey. “Lindsey Graham Introduces Senate Plan”  
27 Scanlon, Kate. “Almost a Third of Abortions Performed at Planned Parenthoods.”  
28 Inserra, David. “Ten-Step Checklist for Revitalizing America’s Immigration System.”  
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Racism  


Racism is a challenge in America for the following reasons:  


• The black and white communities have yet to find true reconciliation. 31 
o The black community has yet to find its individuality and cast off the 


groupthink mentality for fear of being a traitor to their culture.  
o Victimization is a powerful tool held over the heads of those in the white 


community.  
o Forgiveness has not been reached completely between the two 


communities. 
• The media and politicians 32 


o Both worsen the situation by making it politically incorrect to condemn 
the actions of violent blacks.  


o The current administration does its best to widen the divide between 
Americans of all color through continuously bringing up issues of race 
rather than uniting people under one flag.  


o The media skews the facts and feeds the victimization feelings of the black 
community.   


• The welfare system33 
o The black community spiraled downward with the arrival of America’s 


welfare system as programs replaced fathers, and the incentive to work 
was taken away.  


o Obama supposedly champions helping the black community out of 
poverty, but his actions speak differently.  


• Illegal immigration  
o The illegal immigrants come by the millions and are not required by the 


current administration to assimilate into American civic culture.  
o In the name of multiculturalism, Obama casts aside the traditional values 


of America and AE.  
o These aliens make states such as California not feel like America 


anymore.  
 
Solutions to the racial problem in America include the following:  
 


                                                        


31 Miller, Ron. “This is My Country.”  
32 Sowell, Thomas. “Don’t Excuse, Ignore Social Degeneration.”  
33 Moore, Stephen. “Obama’s Poverty Mythology.”  
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o Because every person is entitled to the unalienable rights of life, liberty, 
and property, America has the unique responsibility to combat those 
tyrants who withhold those rights from their people.  


o If America does not step up as the leader on the international scene, 
another, darker power will step up into the power vacuum.38  


o As George Bush pointed out, America is not interested in being 
imperialist, but rather in helping other countries become liberated so that 
they can find a system that works best for them and their values. 39 


o Obviously, America needs to be wise in not becoming overly entangled in 
the affairs of other nations, but it is not morally acceptable to let evil reign 
in the world unchecked. 


• America needs to call evil what it is.  
o Just as Ronald Reagan denounced the Evil Empire, so should those in 


office actively seek to take down the evil that faces this country.  
o Reagan found it morally wrong to seek appeasement of the Soviet Union 


rather than denouncing them for their actions, and the same boldness 
should be applied to terrorist organizations such as ISIS.  


• America should not back down in the face of terrorism.  
o America should seek cooperation between states and the federal 


government in combatting terrorism.  
o For the safety of the American people, investment in military defense and 


national security should be increased.  
o America should elect brave leaders who care about this country and its 


founding principles.  
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


                                                        
38 Gingrich, Newt. A Nation Like No Other, 161-167.  
39 Dale, Helle C; Podhoretz, Norman; Sullivan, John; Whener, Peter; Wortzel, Larry. 
"The Bush Doctrine." 
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