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Grading Rubric Research Paper 


Writing Process (10 points) 


The student: 


 completed pre-writing activities. 


 submitted a rough draft no later than noon on Thursday, December 3. 


 made significant revisions to the rough draft. 


 proofread the final draft. 


 uploaded the final draft to the D2L dropbox by noon on Thursday, December 10. 


Research & Citations (30 points) 


 The student incorporated at least 5 sources in the paper; at least two of these sources are print sources. 


 The student is able to clearly explain his or her topic and research in a way that makes sense to the reader, regardless of whether 


or not the reader has any prior knowledge of the topic. 


 The student used a variety of methods for presenting the ideas of others: direct quotations, paraphrases, and summaries. 


 An in-text citation is included every time the student referenced someone else’s ideas. 


 All in-text citations are correct and follow either the MLA or APA format. 


 All sources referenced in the paper are documented correctly in the end-text citations. 


Style (10 points) 


 The student used transition words properly and effectively to connect ideas, explain information, emphasize important points, etc. 


 The paper contains a variety of sentences: simple, compound, complex, etc. 


Introduction (10 points) 


 The student used one of the strategies discussed in class to create an introduction paragraph that grabs the reader’s attention. 


 The introduction outlines what the reader can expect to find in the rest of the essay. 


 There is a clearly defined thesis statement at the end of the introduction. 


 The student used strategies discussed in class to make the thesis statement interesting to the reader. 


Body Paragraphs (10 points) 


 The essay is organized into logical paragraphs.  


 Each paragraph has a main idea and supporting details. 


 The ideas in each paragraph are clearly related. There are no irrelevant details. 


Conclusion (10points) 


 The paper ends with a strong conclusion that reminds the reader of the thesis statement and main ideas of the paper. 


 The conclusion does not contain any completely new information, but it also is not simply a restatement of the introduction. 


 The student used one of the strategies discussed in class to end the paper well. 


Grammar, Usage, & Mechanics (10 points) 


 The paper contains very few spelling errors; any spelling errors do not interfere with meaning. 


 There are very few verb conjugation errors; any errors do not interfere with meaning. 


 Any problems with wording or phrasing do not prevent the reader from understanding the meaning of a sentence. 


 Correct punctuation is used. There are no sentence fragments or run-on sentences. Commas are used correctly. 


 Quotation marks are used correctly when quoting another author. 


 The paper is submitted in the format outlined in the syllabus. 


Presentation (10 points) 


 The student presented his or her topic and main ideas to the class on Monday, November 30. 
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