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Unions


ECW3831
Creative Writing Industry
Unions


Objective:


To research and analyze the Writer's Guild of America (WGA) and other union and Guild 
options for writers. 


Writer’s Guild of America
 
For screenwriters and TV writers, membership in the Writers Guild of America (WGA) is 
considered essential for success.  Most major studios and production companies are 
"signatories to the Guild," meaning they have agreed to ONLY work with Guild members.  
Animation writers, video game writers, documentary writers and reality programming 
writers are also welcome to join the Writers Guild through their special Caucuses.
 
The Game, Animation and Comic Book industries also have their own professional 
organizations.  Membership in these groups is a great addition to your resume, showing 
that you take yourself and your career seriously.
 
The "perks" of being a WGA member include: pre-set wages and contract minimums, 
health and pension benefits, networking opportunities and insider information.  The 
greatest benefit of working as a WGA writer is that you will receive residuals and royalties 
on every produced screenplay you have written for the rest of your life, as long as it is 
being viewed somewhere.  (Note:  Does no apply when pirated.)
 
There are other unions that offer similar benefits, but the WGA is by far the most powerful, 
especially for writers for movies and television.
 
Non-Union


There are working writers in the entertainment industry that are not in a union. Many non-
union projects, such as independent and international productions, pay less and offer 
fewer benefits than union gigs, but if you have a proper attorney on your side and use the 
WGA rules as a guideline in all of your fee and contract negotiations, they can be 
comparable.


Step One:  Reading and Resources 


1.  In Safari Creative Edge, read:


• The Complete Film Production Handbook, Chapter 11
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Unions


• What protection for a screenwriter does the Writers Guild offer? http://
www.movieoutline.com/articles/what-protection-for-a-screenwriter-does-the-writers-
guild-offer.html


• WGA What Every Writer Needs to Know - http://www.wga.org/
subpage_writersresources.aspx?id=136


• Why is the WGA Mandatory? http://johnaugust.com/2009/why-is-the-wga-
mandatory


• WGA Requirements for Membership - http://www.wga.org/content/default.aspx?
id=84


• Union & Guild Resources for Writers http://www.mediabistro.com/galleycat/union-
resources-for-writers_b34173


• General information about what Unions do http://www.aflcio.org/Learn-About-
Unions/What-Unions-Do


• I’m a non-union writer, will I eventually get WGA benefits for my script? http://
www.filmindependent.org/news-and-blog/im-a-non-union-writer-will-i-eventually-
get-wga-benefits-for-my-script/ 


• Writers Guild Executive Explains Game Writing Awards http://
www.escapistmagazine.com/news/view/107553-Writers-Guild-Executive-Explains-
Game-Writing-Awards


• Learn about the Animation Guild  - http://animationguild.org/about-the-guild/
• WGA Videogame Writers Caucus Brochure - http://www.wga.org/content/


default.aspx?id=2932 
• WGA New Media Handbook http://www.wga.org/content/default.aspx?id=3996
• WGA Creative Rights info - http://www.wga.org/content/default.aspx?id=1028


Additional Reading:
• Learn about the Animation Guild’s Wages and Collective Bargaining Agreement - 


http://animationguild.org/contracts-wages/


Step Two:  


Complete the quiz on entertainment unions on FSO.  The quiz is worth 5 points.


Step Three:


Write a report on at least one (1) union you might consider joining in order to advance 
your professional status in your chosen format and write a research report including the 
following information:


Name of Union:


• Requirements for joining


• Initial cost to join


• Membership Benefits
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Unions


• Why you believe this is the best choice for you


Or


If you would choose not to join a union, describe how you will negotiate your minimum 
rates, credits, residuals and royalties, provide health insurance for you and your family, 
and make sure that you are treated like a valued creative professional.
 
2.  Copy this report to your "Professional Action Plan" folder on your desktop.  Do 
not skip this step, as it will be critical to completing the Professional Action Plan.
 
Live-and-Learn Suggestion:
 
Don't lose your precious work and ideas to computer and/or user error!  Be sure to save 
your work on a thumb drive or backup drive.
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