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SPECIAL INVITATION FOR EXTRA CREDIT 
 


In honor of the soon-upcoming 800th anniversary of a very special and 


important event in Western history (15 June 2015)—a previously 


unscheduled, unannounced opportunity to earn five [5] points extra credit 


is being offered to you!  To take advantage of this special extra credit 


writing project—follow the instructions below and submit your Special 


Essay into the corresponding dropbox under specified deadline. 
 


INSTRUCTIONS:  You are to write a brief (750 words minimum—1000 words maximum) 


coherent, historically accurate thought-essay (not a history report on the event but 


more of a self-reflective, personal evaluation of the event and its importance to our 


modern society) describing: 


 The name of this event 


 The date and place of this event 


 In general, who was involved in this event 


 A brief summary of the importance of this event 


 Possible impacts on subsequent/later relevant events such as: The English Civil 


War (1642-1651); the American Revolution (1775-1783); and the French 


Revolution (1789-1799)—among other events that you consider relevant to 


discuss (particularly related to the end of monarchic rule and the rise of 


representative, republican government). 


 Consider how this 800-year-old event may have impacted the rise of Western 


civilization, democratic government, law and legal jurisprudence, equality, 


fairness, and justice under the law, and our U.S. Constitution, Bill of Rights, etc. 


 Finally, ponder how the effects of such a distant event may still be felt today, be 


relevant today to the privacy rights of the individual in the face of ever-


encroaching powers of laws, governments, and police/military in the post-1984 


surveillance society.  Should another such “great charter” be created to protect 


and defend the individual from government intrusion? 


Note: This is a completely optional extra credit writing opportunity worth up to an 
additional 5-points towards your course grade that must be completed under deadline. 
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