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Instructor: Samantha Johnson                                         English 101


Paper #1: Process Analysis
There are many times in life when you might need to explain how to do something. In 


fact, I am confident that you have already done this at least once (probably several hundred 
times) throughout your lifetime. For this process analysis essay I am asking you to do this: 
explain a process step by step. You may choose any one of the following topics for your essay:


1) “How to be successful in college” – For this option, you will write an essay on what a
college student needs to do in order to be successful in college. Do students need to 
study? What are the best ways to study? Should a student go to office hours? Should a
student talk notes? Host study groups? How should a student go about doing these 
things? Walk your reader through the best game plan you can come up with for being 
a successful student, and why this is the best way to approach college. Be sure to use 
specific examples for support.


2) “How to survive a zombie apocalypse” – For this option, you will write an essay 
explaining to your readers what they should do to outlast a zombie apocalypse. Where
should they find shelter? Food? Weapons? What kind of food and weapons should 
they look for? What clothing should they wear? Should they search for medical 
supplies? Walk your reader through your strategy step by step, and explain why this 
plan is the best for survival. Be sure to use specific examples for support.


3) “How to…” – For this option, you will choose your own topic: how to cook a 
Thanksgiving dinner, how to change old oil in a car, how to train to run a 5k, how to 
make a sweater, how to write a story, how to put together a fundraiser, etc. Once you 
have decided on a topic and have gotten it “okayed” by me, you can start writing. Be 
sure to walk your reader through your process step by step and to use specific 
examples for support.


Things to avoid:
- Overgeneralizing
- Redundant pronouns (i.e. “I believe,” “I think,” “I feel”)
- Overly subjective language (i.e. “good,” “bad,” “ugly”)
- Second person (NO “you”s)


Things to have:
- 4 pages, double-spaced
- MLA formatting (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/)
- Clear organization
- An interesting title (not “Essay One” or “Process Analysis” or “How to Make Muffins”)


Peer Review Date: February 10th 
Final Due Date: February 12th 
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