publin, Ohio, was to define , Set of
tor non-catalogers, incly ding aus
sources.” It began with thirteen

Dublin Core Element Set

The Dublin Core contains a set of fifteen elements, 0 T
.. NEs.™ These are listed

Element Name: title

Label: Title
Definition: A name given to the resource.

Element Name: creator

Label: Creator
Definition: An entity primarily responsible for making the

resource.
Comment: Examples of a Creator include a person, an

organization, or a service. Typically, the name of a Creator
should be used to indicate the entity.

Element Name: subject

Label: Subject  th S
SRR : the content of the resoultt.
Definition: A topic of the osented using keywords,

Comment: Typically, Subject will be rep t
key phrases or classification codes. Reconr‘frn eg dsec(iiggsthe
practice is to use a controlled vocabulary. 0 €€

spatial or temporal topic of the resource
element.

Element Name: description

Label: Description

Definition: An account of the rescn.ll‘i:‘)e-t v

Comment: Description may include bu
abstract, table of contents,
text account of the resource:
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Element Name: publisher

Label: Publisher
Definition: An entity responsible

available. |
Comment: Examples of a publisher include a person, an

. . Typically, the name of a Puh]ish@

wICT

should be us;d to indicate the entity.

for making the resource

Element Name: contributor

Label: Contributor | . o
Definition: An entity responSIbIe for making contributions the

content of the resource. |
Comment: Examples of 2 Contributor include a person, an

organization, Or service. Typically, the name of a
Contributor should be used to indicate the entity.

Element Name: date

Label: Date

Definition: A point Or peri
of the resource.

Comment: Date may be used to express temporal information at
any level of granularity. Recommended best practice is to use

an encoding scheme, such as the W3CDTF profile of ISO

od in time associated with the life cycle

Element Name: type

Label: Resource Iype
Definition: The nature or genre of the resource.

Comment: Recommended best practice 1s to use a controlled
vocabulary (for example, the DCMI Type Vocabulary
[DCMITYPE]). To describe the file format, use the Format

element.

Element Name: format

Label: Format

Definition: The file format, physical medium, or dimensions of
the resource.

Comment: Examples of dimensions include size and d
Recommended best practice is to use a controlled vocabu
(for example, the list of Internet Media Types [MIME]:

uration.

lary |

Element Name: identifier

Label: Resource Identifier

Deﬁn_mon: An unambiguous reference to the resource within ?
given context.
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ended best practice is to id entify the resource
ring conforming to a formal identification

ich the present resource is

deriVEd- _ :
ament: ribed resource may be derived from the
co . whole or in part. Recommended best

ce the related resource by mea

. ig to referen
| identification system.

practice ! .
string conforming t0 @ forma

Element Name: coverage

place or a location 5P
Temporal topic may
A jurisdiction may bean
geographic place to
Recommended best practice 1$ t0
S
uch as the Thesaurus of Ge08T aphic ds can be ysed in

appropriate, named places 0T time perl
preference to numeric identifiers such as S€

or date ranges.

amed administ
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Element Name: rights
bel: Rights :
1lIE)AEi‘initimg'l: Information about rights e
resource. _ : tion includes a stat
o oy, rights information . cment
Comment: Typlcally B his associated with the resoure

[lectual property rights.

d in and over the

SR N develop a simple and '
h the ongmal intention was to _ CONCise
Althoug bing Web resources, the Dublin Core has been used t,

of resources as well. In different applications, some

users require more descriptive details than otl}ers. Thus, there are tw,
- j ard to the implementation of DC: the minimalist
' minimum of elements and simple semantics and syn-
list view supporting greater extensibility through
These different views have led to two ap-
proaches to the implementation of DC: the simple (unqualified) DC and
the qualified DC with finer details allowed within each element. Simple
Dublin Core consists of the original fifteen elements; qualified Dublin
Core includes three additional elements (Audience, Provenance and
RightsHolder), as well as a group of qualifiers that refine the semantics of
the elements.!! For example, the element SUBJECT may be qualified t0
indicate the nature (i.e., keyword, controlled vocabulary, or classification
and the encoding schema (MeSH, LCSH, DDC, LCC, etc.) of the value
The DCMI recognizes two broad classes of qualifiers:'*

Element Refinement. These qualifiers make the meaning of an
ment narrower or more specific. A refined element shares the meaning
e rpaliedsemen bt wih 1 e rsicedsope
omore th aliﬁan a specific element refinement term should be i
gn € qualifier and treat the metadata value as if it were an unque

fied (broader) ele it ' 51
ment. The definitions of element refinement tertt |

aid in thé.

finer semantic distinctions.

ele-



