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16a Using parallelism with and, but, or, nor, yet 


The coordinating conjunctions and, or, nor, and yet always sig-


nal a need for parallelism. 


• 
• • • 
• • • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 


Parallelism 


Exercise 15.7 Revising: Coordination and subordination 


The following paragraph consists entirely of simple sentences. Use coor-


dination and subordination to combine sentences in the ways you think 


most effective to emphasize main ideas. 


Sir Walter Raleigh personified the Elizabethan Age. That was the pe-


riod of Elizabeth l's rule of England. The period occurred in the last half 


of the sixteenth century. Raleigh was a courtier and poet. He was also an 


explorer and entrepreneur. Supposedly, he gained Queen Elizabeth's fa-


vor. He did this by throwing his cloak beneath her feet at the right mo-


ment. She was just about to step over a puddle. There is no evidence for 


this story. It does illustrate Raleigh's dramatic and dynamic personality. 


His energy drew others to him. He was one of Elizabeth's favorites. She 


supported him. She also dispensed favors to him. However, he lost his 


queen's goodwill. Without her permission he seduced one of her maids 


of honor. He eventually married the maid of honor. Elizabeth died. Then 


her successor imprisoned Raleigh in the Tower of London. Her successor 


was James I. The king falsely charged Raleigh with treason. Raleigh was 
released after thirteen years. He was arrested again two years later on the 


old treason charges. At the age of sixty-six he was beheaded. 


■11•11■ ___ 


16 Parallelism 
Parallelism gives similar grammatical form to sentence elements 


that have similar function and importance. 


The air is dirtied by factories belching smoke 


and 
cars spewing exhaust. 


In this example the two underlined phrases have the same function 
and importance (both specify sources of air pollution), so they also 
have the same grammatical construction. Parallelism makes form 


follow meaning. 
Grammar checkers  A grammar checker cannot recognize faulty 


parallelism because it cannot recognize the relations among ideas. 


comp  I 
visit mycomplab.com  for more resources and exercises 


on parallelism. 
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16b 
• 


• With both . . . and, not . . . but, etc. 


411 
41) 
• When sentence elements linked by coordinating conjunctions are 


not parallel in structure, the sentence is awkward and distracting: 


• 
Nonparallel  The reasons steel companies kept losing money were that 


their plants were inefficient, high labor costs, and foreign 


• Revised 	


competition was increasing. 


The reasons steel companies kept losing money were 
• inefficient plants, high labor costs, and increasing foreign 


competition. 


Nonparallel  Success was difficult even for efficient companies because 
of the shift away from all manufacturing in the United 


• States and the fact that steel production was shifting to- 
ward emerging nations. 


Revised 	Success was difficult even for efficient companies be- 
cause of the shift away from all manufacturing in the 
United States and toward steel production in emerging  
nations. 


All the words required by idiom or grammar must be stated in 
compound constructions (see also p. 179): 


Faulty 	Given training, workers can acquire the skills and interest 
in other jobs. [Idiom dictates different prepositions with 
skills and interest.] 


Revised 	Given training, workers can acquire the skills for and in- 
terest in other jobs. 


16b Using parallelism with 
both  .  . . and, not  .  . . but, 


or another correlative conjunction 


Correlative conjunctions stress equality and balance between 
elements. Parallelism confirms the equality. 


Key terms 


coordinating conjunctions Words that connect elements of the same kind 
and importance: and, but or, nor, and sometimes for, so, yet. (See 4 p. 196.) 


correlative conjunctions Pairs of words that connect elements of the same 
kind and importance, such as but . . . and, either . . . or, neither . . nor, 
not . . but, not only . . . but also. (See 4 p. 196.) 
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The industrial base was shifting and shrinking. [Parallel words.] 


Politicians rarely acknowledged the problem or proposed alternatives. [Par-
allel phrases.] 


Industrial workers were understandably disturbed that they were losing 
their jobs and that no one seemed to care. [Parallel clauses.] 


• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 








16c 


16d 


156 
	


16d 
	


Parallelism 


It is not a tax bill but a tax relief bill, providing relief not for the needy 


but for the greedy. 


—Franklin Delano Roosevelt 


With correlative conjunctions, the element after the second connec-


tor must match the element after the first connector: 


Nonparallel Huck Finn learns not only that human beings have an 


enormous capacity for folly but also enormous dignity. 


[The first element includes that human beings have; the 
second element does not.] 


Revised 	Huck Finn learns that human beings have not only an 


enormous capacity for folly but also enormous dignity. 


[Repositioning that human beings have makes the two 
elements parallel.] 


Using parallelism in comparisons 


Parallelism confirms the likeness or difference between two ele-


ments being compared using than or as: 


Nonparallel Huck Finn proves less a bad boy than to be an indepen-


dent spirit. In the end he is every bit as determined in re-


jecting help as he is to leave for "the territory." 


Revised 
	


Huck Finn proves less a bad boy than an independent 


spirit. In the end he is every bit as determined to reject 


help as he is to leave for "the territory." 


(See also 4 pp. 264-65 on making comparisons logical.) 


Using parallelism with lists, headings, and outlines 


The items in a list or outline are coordinate and should be par-


allel. Parallelism is essential in a formal topic outline and in the 
headings that divide a paper into sections. (See 1 pp. 20-21 and 


59-60 for more on outlines and headings.) 


Nonparallel 
	


Revised 


Changes in Renaissance 
	


Changes in Renaissance 


England 
	


England 


1. Extension of trade routes 
	


1. Extension of trade routes 


2. Merchant class became 
	


2. Increased power of the 


3. The death of feudalism 
more powerful 	


3. Death of feudalism 
merchant class 


4. Upsurge of the arts 4. Upsurging of the arts 	
5. Rise of religious quarrels 5. Religious quarrels began 


• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Exercise 16.1 Revising: Parallelism 


Revise the following paragraph as needed to create parallelism for gram-
mar and coherence. Add or delete words or rephrase as necessary. 


1 The ancient Greeks celebrated four athletic contests: the Olympic 
Games at Olympia, the Isthmian games were held near Corinth, at Del-
phi the Pythian Games, and the Nemean Games were sponsored by the 
people of Cleone. 2 Each day the games consisted of either athletic 
events or holding ceremonies and sacrifices to the gods. 3 Competitors 
participated in running sprints, spectacular chariot and horse races, and 
running long distances while wearing full armor. 4 The purpose of such 
events was developing physical strength, demonstrating skill and en-
durance, and sharpening the skills needed for war. 5 The athletes com-
peted less to achieve great wealth than for gaining honor both for them-
selves and their cities. 6 Of course, exceptional athletes received financial 
support from patrons, poems and statues by admiring artists, and they 
even got lavish living quarters from their sponsoring cities. 7 With the 
medal counts and flag ceremonies, today's Olympians sometimes seem 
to be proving their countries' superiority more than to demonstrate indi-
vidual talent. 


• • • 
• 


• 


• 
• 
• • • 


Exercise 16.2 Sentence combining: Parallelism 


Combine each group of sentences below into one concise sentence in 
which parallel elements appear in parallel structures. You will have to 
add, delete, change, and rearrange words. Each item has more than one 
possible answer. 


Example: 


The new process works smoothly. It is efficient, too. 
The new process work smoothly and efficiently.  


1 People can develop post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). They de-
velop it after experiencing a dangerous situation. They will also have 
felt fear for their survival. 


2 The disorder can be triggered by a wide variety of events. Combat is 
a typical cause. Similarly, natural disasters can result in PTSD. Some 
people experience PTSD after a hostage situation. 


3 PTSD can occur immediately after the stressful incident. Or it may 
not appear until many years later. 


4 Sometimes people with PTSD will act irrationally. Moreover, they 
often become angry. 


5 Other symptoms include dreaming that one is reliving the experi-
ence. They include hallucinating that one is back in the terrifying 
place. In another symptom one imagines that strangers are actu-
ally one's former torturers. 


• 
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