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ENG176 Research Project  
Stage 2: Exploratory Essay 


200 points (as part of the 700-point Research Project) 
Due Wednesday, April 2 
 
This assignment is based on the “Exploratory Essay” discussion in your textbook in Chapter 6. 
Read about exploratory writing (pages 128-139) and, in particular, the “Exploratory Essay” 
Writing Project on page 132. You will turn in a narrative essay that is similar to the “How Do 
Online Social Networks Affect Communication?” essay on pages 144-148. In addition, I have 
given you another model, “What Are the Conditions Under Which Quinoa is Grown?”, as a 
sample of this assignment. 
 
As the assignment description on page 132 notes, your goal is to “write a first-person, 
chronologically organized narrative accounting of your thinking process as you investigate your 
[food issue related-] question through research, talking with others, and doing your own 
reflective thinking.” Your essay should document your research efforts as a process of 
examining your research question(s) and learning about and becoming an expert on your topic 
by locating relevant articles in the GBC databases and on the Web. Again, as noted in your 
textbook on page 132 (in the “Exploratory Essay” writing project description): 
 


Your goal is to examine your question, problem, or issue from a variety of perspectives, 
assessing the strengths and weaknesses of different positions and points of view. Your 
goal is not to answer your question but to report on the process of wrestling with it. 


 
The essay you turn in should be at least 1200 words long, and it should contain a discussion of a 
minimum of five sources that you have found that will be useful to you in your research 
process. (The discussion can include the sources you used in the Stage 1 Project.) The essay 
should contain an APA-formatted References list for the sources. The entire essay should be in 
APA format. 
 
For an idea of how you should structure your essay, look at Figure 6.1: “Framework for an 
Exploratory Essay” on page 137. 
 
Your essay will be assessed on the quality of your exploration, the quality of the sources you’ve 
found, and the quality of your thinking processes. 
 








 
ENG176 Critical Writing II 
Research Project Stage 2: Exploratory Essay Evaluation Criteria 
The criteria below are based on the details presented in Chapter 6, including Figure 6.1 (Framework for 


an Exploratory Essay) on page 137, the model exploratory essay presented on pages 144-148, and the 


model exploratory essay handed out in class. 


Introductory paragraph 


 Presents background of the issue/topic 


 Presents your personal interest in the issue 


 Presents the research question you’re seeking to answer 


 Shows why your issue and question are important, problematic, and/or significant 


 


Body section on first source 


 Describes the process of beginning your research with this source 


 Shows your understanding of the source and its rhetorical context (What exactly is it? Where is 


it from? What periodical is it from? What website is it from?) 


 Shows why you purposely selected it (In particular, if it is from a website, why is it credible?) 


 Summarizes the source’s relevant ideas and/or data and/or information 


 Offers your strong response to the source (What is valuable? What is questionable?) 


 Discusses how the source contributes to answering your question. (What did you learn? What is 


missing? Where does it lead you? What else do you need to consider about your topic?) 


 


Body section on second source 


 Repeats the process and describes your process of continuing your research with this source 


 Shows your understanding of the source and its rhetorical context (What exactly is it? Where is 


it from? What periodical is it from? What website is it from?) 


 Shows why you purposely selected it (Why is it credible?) 


 Summarizes the source’s relevant ideas and/or data and/or information 


 Offers your strong response to the source (What is valuable? What is questionable?) 


 Discusses how the source contributes to answering your question. (What did you learn? What is 


missing? Where does it lead you? What else do you need to consider about your topic?) 


Body section on third source 


 Repeats the process and describes your process of continuing your research with this source 


 Shows your understanding of the source and its rhetorical context (What exactly is it? Where is 


it from? What periodical is it from? What website is it from?) 


 Shows why you purposely selected it (Why is it credible?) 


 Summarizes the source’s relevant ideas and/or data and/or information 


 Offers your strong response to the source (What is valuable? What is questionable?) 


 Discusses how the source contributes to answering your question. (What did you learn? What is 


missing? Where does it lead you? What else do you need to consider about your topic?) 








 
Body section on fourth source 


 Repeats the process and describes your process of continuing your research with this source 


 Shows your understanding of the source and its rhetorical context (What exactly is it? Where is 


it from? What periodical is it from? What website is it from?) 


 Shows why you purposely selected it (Why is it credible?) 


 Summarizes the source’s relevant ideas and/or data and/or information 


 Offers your strong response to the source (What is valuable? What is questionable?) 


 Discusses how the source contributes to answering your question. (What did you learn? What is 


missing? Where does it lead you? What else do you need to consider about your topic?) 


 


Body section on fifth source 


 Repeats the process and describes your process of continuing your research with this source 


 Shows your understanding of the source and its rhetorical context (What exactly is it? Where is 


it from? What periodical is it from? What website is it from?) 


 Shows why you purposely selected it (Why is it credible?) 


 Summarizes the source’s relevant ideas and/or data and/or information 


 Offers your strong response to the source (What is valuable? What is questionable?) 


 Discusses how the source contributes to answering your question. (What did you learn? What is 


missing? Where does it lead you? What else do you need to consider about your topic?) 


 


Conclusion 


 Explains what you have learned overall and how your thinking and/or focus on your topic has 


changed 


 Presents a current, tentative answer to your research question based on what you have learned 


so far, or explains why you can’t yet adequately answer your research question 


 Discusses anything else you need to find and what other research you need to do. 


 


References List 


 Includes a complete list of all sources used in your exploratory essay, formatted according to 


APA requirements 


 Presented in alphabetical order 


 


Miscellaneous 


 Entire document is formatted according to APA requirements 


 Essay contains no spelling or word choice errors 


 Essay contains no grammar or mechanical errors 


 Essay is uploaded to Campus Web. 








 


 












	Applied Sciences
	Architecture and Design
	Biology
	Business & Finance
	Chemistry
	Computer Science
	Geography
	Geology
	Education
	Engineering
	English
	Environmental science
	Spanish
	Government
	History
	Human Resource Management
	Information Systems
	Law
	Literature
	Mathematics
	Nursing
	Physics
	Political Science
	Psychology
	Reading
	Science
	Social Science
	Liberty University
	New Hampshire University
	Strayer University
	University Of Phoenix
	Walden University


	Home
	Homework Answers
	Archive
	Tags
	Reviews
	Contact
		[image: twitter][image: twitter] 
     
         
    
     
         
             
        
         
    





	[image: facebook][image: facebook] 
     









Copyright © 2024 SweetStudy.com (Step To Horizon LTD)




    
    
