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By this time, Peter, who still works at The Post, had becom,

part of management as the paper’s director of NEWSIoom train.
ing and professional development. One afternoon in late October,
we walked a couple of blocks to Lafayette Square, across from the
‘White House. Over some twenty minutes, sitting on a bench, | told
him everything: the Social Security card, the driver’s license, Pat
and Rich, my family.

Peter was shocked. “I understand you one hundred times better
now,” he said. He told me that I had done the right thing by tel-
ing him, and that it was now our shared problem. He said he didn't
want to do anything about it just yet. I had just been hired, he said,
and I needed to prove myself. “When you've done enough,” he sid,
“we’ll tell Don and Len together.” (Don Graham is the chairman of
the Washington Post Company; Leonard Downie Jr. was then the p
per’s executive editor.) A month later, I spent my first Thanksgivitg
In Washington with Peter and his family.
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