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But when I finally told Pat and Rich aboyt my immigration
lem”—as we called it from then on—they helped me look for a so-
lution. At first, they even wondered if one of them could adopt me
and fix the situation that way, but a lawyer Rich consulted told him
itwouldn’t change my legal status because I was too old. Eventually
they connected me to a new scholarship fund for high-potential stu-
dents who were usually the first in their families to attend college.
Most important, the fund was not concerned with immigration sta-
tus. T was among the first recipients, with the schnlarﬁhi? covering
tuition, lodging, books, and other expenses for my studies at San
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