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For nmrt} rely asked t0 check my original Social Security carg
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This deceit never got easier. The more I did it, the more | fel like
an impostor, the more guilt 1 Ca_mefi_and the fnore [ worried thy |
would get caught. But I kept doing it. I needed to live and syrviy, on
my own, and | decided this was the way.

Mountain View High School became my second home, | Was
elected to represent my school at school board meetings, which gave
me the chance to meet and befriend Rich Fischer, the Superintendent
for our school district. I joined the speech and debate team, acteq in
school plays, and eventually became co-editor of The Oracle, the g,
dent newspaper. That drew the attention of my principal, Pat Hyland.
“You're at school just as much as I am,” she told me. Pat and Rich
would soon become mentors, and over time, almost surrogate par-
ents for me.

After a choir rehearsal during my junior year, Jill Denny, the choir
director, told me she was considering a Japan trip for our singing
group. I'told her I couldn’t afford it, but she said we'd figure out a way.
l hesita:ed, and then decided to tell her the truth. “It's not really the
;llzn:;;url;memb?r saying. “I don’t have the right passport.” When
carrt get the E:h‘twe d get ﬂ'iﬁ' proper documents, 1 finally told her. ‘I

Passport,” I said. “I'm not supposed to be here.”

hoir toured Hawaii instead, with me in

Jo
j EI‘n_

pl{}':fi‘r."l'

me she hadn't wanted to leave any student behind.)
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[ hadpy Planneci .c; ve been Meaning to say this . . . I'm 82V
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