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the “uncle” who brought me here turneq
«lative, my grandfather later explained. Lolo

money— 1 eventually learned it was $4,500,2 huge sum for him —to
pay him 10 smuggle me here under a fake name and fake passport. (I
iever saw the passport again after the flight and have always assumed
that the coyote kept it.) After 1 arrived in America, Lolo obtained 2
new fake Filipino passport, in my real name this time, adorned with a
fake student visa, in addition to the fraudulent green card.

Using the fake passport, we went to the local Social Security Ad-
ministration office and applied for a Social Security number and
ard. It was, 1 remember, a quick visit. When the card came in the
mail, it had my full, real name, but it also clearly stated: “Valid for
work only with INS authorization.”

When | began looking for work, a short time after the DMV incident,
my grandfather and I took the Social Security card to Kinko's, where he
Covered the “INS authorization” text with a sliver of white tape. We then
Mmade photocopies of the card. At a glance, at least, 'the c:::iples would
ke copies o a reguies, unresriced whseju;?nfpéﬁng jobs

Lolo always imagined 1 would work the kin . od an American
that undo ted people often take. (Once 1 marnecan ’

ndocumented peop d everything would be fine.)
he said, T would get my real papers, and €v he and 1 hoped the doc-
But even menial jobs require documents, SO ents I had, he said,
'ored card would work for now. The more docu™

ther here through a toyr.
That's when she decided to
he figured she would follow

scraped together enough



