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that's because of the level of trust he has in me
‘here are dozens more, like Salt Lake City’s Citizen Prime
ars steel armor and a yellow cape and is in real life vice:

sident of a Fortune 500 financial company,” says Peter Tangen.

IL)jrke the majority of real-life superheroes, Citizen Prime undertakes

Lasically safe community work, helping t-he homeless, telling kids to
stay off drugs, etc. All are regular men with jobs and families and re-
sponsibilities who somehf)w have epough energy at the end of the
day to journey into America’s more needy communities to do what

they can. Phoenix 1s reputed to be by far the most daring of them
all, leaping fearlessly into the kinds of life-threatening situations the

other superheroes might well run shrieking from.
Every superhero has his origin story, and as we drive from the hos-

pital to his apartment, Phoenix tells me his. His life, he says, hasn't
been a breeze. He was raised in an orphanage in Texas and now
spends his days teaching autistic kids how to read. One night last
summer someone broke into his car. There was shattered glass on
the floor. His stepson fell into it, badly gashing his knee.

‘I got tired of people doing things that are morally questionable,’
he says, “Everyone’s afraid. It just takes one person to say, ‘T'm not
afraid” And I guess I'm that guy.”

So he retrieved from the floor the mask the robber had used to
break into hig car, and he made his own mask from it. “They use the
Mask to conceal their identity,” he says. “I use the mask to become an
ldentity.” |
eHe called himself Phoenix Jones because the Phoenix Tises from

shes and Jones is America’s most common surname. He was
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10n man rising from society’s ashes.

who WE

th
th



