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LAB #2

Industrial Location: Location Quotients

(Due: February 27%")

ries may be shown by a variety of methods; one of

istributi f employment in indust ] :
The distribution of employ proaches is the location quotient (L.Q.).

the most useful and commonly used ap

Formula

# People employed in Industry X, Region A

# People employed in all Industries, Region A

# People employed in Industry X, Nationally

# People employed in all Industries Nationaily

Significance

While there are no tests of significance for the calculated statistic, it is a useful measure for
comparing changes over time.

1. Values less than 1.0: the region has less than its share of that industry.

2. Values greater than 1.0: the region has more than its share of that industry.

What to do:

1. Select one heartland province and one hinterland province and calculate the

location quotients for the years

1891, 1929, 1956, 1981, for the three main

industrial sectors, Primary, Secondary and
Tertiary.

) assessment of the changes which

have appeared in the quotients for the two areas. (Hint: the changes in values can

be shown in graph form)
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Example:
Ontario (1981) Primary Industries

200,112
4,458, 000 = .044
834,000 068
12,267,000

= 65 (approx.)

NOTES.:

The top numerator above (200,112) is obtained from 4.4% of 4,548,000.

Il realize that the first step above is unnecessary as the

Perspicacious students wi
Iready been provided in the table.

divisional fractions have a

In the example above, the derived location quotient (.65) indicates that Ontario (in
1981) did not posses a significant concentration of primary industry.

A simple way to tabulate your data prior to analysis is in a matrix, eg:

Province X
1891 1929 1956 1981
1.02 141 1.36 1.27
0.75 0.35 0.51 0.78
0.62 0.67 0.91 1.03
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