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Research On Online and Offline Relaﬁonshipsﬁ

Introduction—> Celn SI'Q«YELO’

Relationships can be cither online relationships or offline relationships. Online
relationships can be defined simply as the condition of being related, in association or connected
to another person solely on the é_nteme‘t. Internet relationships cax? Eompﬁseéaf interpersonal
rclationships involving two people who have met oﬁline. In most cases, arestoithe online
relationships usually involve people wh_o do not know each other. Diffe:reﬁt empirical studies
have been, car_ried out to identify what people make of oniine relationships. The studies done on
online relationships are three, where two focus pivotally on the commum'cﬁtion between the
parties in relationship and the last study compafe:s computer wediated communication and non-

' c:ompﬁte:r-media;ccd communication. It is apparent that intimacy plays a crucial role in making
certain that both aa online and offline rclatmnshl}?is \::;lung between different pa.rt;es En.lme Qﬁ)'y
A
relancnshlps have been nurtured in a way 'that makes certain that the several perceptions e

concerning the relationships are evident in most of the online re]athﬂShl%BD’th the offling and

online relationships have beth positive and negative effects on the people involved. Several

modes of commumication characterize online relationships, which include the use of emails for Q}.,g}'
communication and the use of social networking sites. In the case of offline relations, instant L‘?

messages and face-to-face communications are employed heavily. Em paper Will present A - (,__'
different researches and studies that have been carried out by different scholars concerning both
offline and online relaﬁonshipgDifferent schools of thought have argued that offline

roce AR
relationships have tie-capability to nurture intimacy compared to online @u This school of
thought has been disregarded by other intellects who have argued that aise online relationships

can nurture closeness and intimacy between couples,

CWhere 14 u\ow Hnzets Qkoy\-mﬂjn’_)
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Empirical studies on online relationships <~ C,EA/\*\" e A
(_900?) 7 q\_)o\r PM Dg} ("w 10N
Brian Buﬂciand@presmt three crucial studies that have been carried out

. X
concerning the online relationships. The studies were based on two issuesy, which-are the mode of
commumication,and the comparison that i3 carried out on the computer-mediated corumunication
and the non-computer mediated communication. In the mode of commumication, the studies were

based on non-internet TE»].EI.‘tiDHShi]js and internet relationships(Cummjngs & Butler, 2002).

Internet relationships

L

-

1 S
Tt was perceptible that internet communication was first established to be a means of

e T

commumcauon between gcvcrmnent officials and n:uhtary pcrsonnel The :.ntemet became 2

Hhatr = and clespl \
mode of communication between people due to s sbility to communicate easﬂy with differen

2

people a.round the globe chea-ply. Internet relationships have been characterized as relahonshlps
involving people who do not know each otherﬁ Very few people eﬁ the onhnc relanonshlps know
ong another. Internet rciaﬁonslups have been exemphﬂed with the presence of disclosure

between the parties that are in the rela_t'ionship. Personal disclosure plays an outstanding rolein
making certain tlm%ense of intimacy and f_zlosenéss is presen;c ina reléﬁﬂnship. Existe];me of
disclosure between two parties will result ég a sense of trust between the two Lg an online

relationship. This is contrary to the face- toﬂface relauonshlps It is extremely difficult to aftain 2

sense of disclosure and trust between the two parties (Cummings & Buﬂcr 2002).
Non-internet relationships

These relationships are categorized as offline relationshi]i)e.' The parties involved in this

kind of relationship use different means of communication. These methods include the use of
_ +oxd? {crTe)
face-to-face conversations and #ke Instant messaging on the phonei\ Different scholars have
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argued that this is the best form of relationship that can aftain sense of closeness and intimacy.
whiedn

This is simply because there are no chances of misrepresentation%*ém are evident in the mnternet

based relationships (Eysenbach, 2002).

Misrepresentation among peopls on the intemet is exceptionally apparent in the early
stages of the relationship. This is due to lack or exceeding little commitment by the parties

(uTed
involved, The argument was presented by Ashley Madlson who also went further to argue that

the mternet could result te-casual dating which is unhealthy for a relauonshl Non- mtemct

" A
o
:elaﬁons]:ups have been characterized prasence of high echelons of commitment among the
parties involved. This is simply because,in face-to-face conununicaﬁoryﬂm parties are ableto
cleaxiy gauge the trustworthiness of a partuer. In addition, the parties are able to expresg,whollyf

their inner most ermotions to one another, C:Ompared to the online relationships (Eysenbach,

ZDDZ)
Computer mediated communication znd non-computer mediated communication = o m—g—\twd

Computer-mediated communication (CMC) is a form of communication where
commumcanon is camcd out between people using computers that are c:on.uected via the
internet. The forms 3of communications include instant messaging, use—&.ﬂ;@- emails Ja.nd ‘ehe-usa- 8'
= (UTE

wf chat rooms. @3 use of computer-mediated communication. has been categorized as one of the

\aﬂé‘wmms of study in the relationship.\This is due to the affects that the mtcractmns?&s on the
people. The CMC has an impact on the relationships simply due to the modes elﬁployad in fhc
commumnication. For instance,in the case ofih”:stant messaggiﬁas-aﬁﬁﬂtnl—ﬂ;m the details of $aa,
cominunicationg cannot be saved aftcr the chat box 1s closed. This may affect the r;laﬁon;hip

negatively since there would no point of reference between the parties involved. This is contrary
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to text messages and emails, With text messages and emails there is always a point of reference

(Seed & German, 2008).

The consequences yes&}emg-frem both internet and primary or non-lnternet relationships

oxe waf DLhm e vt
To make certain that their arguments weze T.hc scholars had-te- present evidence

firry

dterns of bot}}\posﬂive anjieegative eﬁects of the two kinds of the relationships. In the _gtcmet

5 ore
or online-based relationship, it was notjceable that several negative impacts wese present from

& o0 ¢l T
v the-sxperimentsdone b\Cornwel) He allcgc% that the cmlme relationships result 1:-9 casual dating,
‘;\ .-:6.  which usually has a negative endm% Tretespmnts due to Jack of mammum commitment among

b9 o
the parties invelved. Second, the mtn:me.t rclanonshlps rccgt}lt inte infidelity among pcople Fhisis

A
sty because married people or pmple in serious relationships may use the miernet to engage -
in  (LITE) what is 17
in extra relahonshlps resultmg #e divorce, Despite the negative cﬂ'cct 1t is apparent that{1) has

A
also positive results. Fhe-gnline relationships are sources of disclosure among the parhes
. =4 .

\ o T4
imrolve:d, Tf&s-cnsuragchat trust is nurtured among the partiegresulﬁng te closeness (Furht,

2010).

e : ore 8 |
In the case of the offlive relationshiff, several impacts wese evident. First, it wes clear that

e
chan.ces of m;srepresentaﬂon are eliminated between the two parties. This i3 Aespemally in the

CQ« lTEfj ig
case of face—to facc commumcatmn where two parties meefccond, it was obvmus that the

parties mvolved could eXpress their innermost feeling as-eempared-te-online chatting. The

expression of inner feelings can be _sm&d to gavnes the }aval of commitment between the parties
(cite '

mvolved in the relatmnsths The negative impact associated with offline relationship is lack of

disclosure among partners. This is because of the hardship needed #rondar to create it (Ben-

Ze'gy, 2004).
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Conclusion — C ?..Y’\k_’bvl

Relationships between different parties are nurtured and initiated by communication. The
sffectiveness of the relationship 488y depends on the forms of communicationg between the
parties in the relationships. Online-based relationships have been achieved using the internet as
the main Mf communication. Communication can involve parties that do not know one
anather, but have a disclosure Ehg‘one anm'.'h;&r. In the case of offline r&la_.ticnsﬁips, the parties can

communicate using face-to-face communication. In the case of offline relationships, the partics

are known to one another and the gauging of commitment is easily identified.
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