Chapter 13

LI PPING-ERH MAKES A SECRET TRYST

OVER THE GARDEN WALL,;

THE MAID YING-CH'UN PEEKS THROUGH A CRACK
AND GETS AN EYEFUL

Since there’s no such thing in this life
as complete satisfaction;
In one’s way of coping with the world
do not be too demanding.'
It's a good thing always to pay heed
only to the words of superior men;
When disputes arise never listen
to the words of petty persons ?
Only regard the customs of the age
as a source of amusement;
While respecting the intentions of others
by keeping them at a distance.
If one were to address perceptive women with
a word to the wise;
It would be, “Don’t ever confide your troubles

to your sweetheart.”

THE STORY GOES that one day earlier that summer,” on the fourteenth
day of the sixth month, when Hsi-men Ch'ing came in from the front com-
pound and went into Yieh-niang’s room, she said to him, “While you were
out today, the Hua household sent a page boy over with a note inviting you
for a drink. Ask him to come over whenever he gets home,” he said.”
Hsi-men Ch'ing looked at the invitation, which read, “Can you join me
for a chat at Wu Yin-er'’s place in the licensed quarter at noon today?
Come over to my place so we can go together. 1 do hope you can inake it.”
Hsi-men Ch'ing thereupon dressed himself to befit the occasion, ordered
two of his attendants to prepare his best horse, and proceeded directly to
the Hua household next door. How could he have known that Hua Tzu-hsii
would not be at home? His wife, Li P'ing-erh, was standing on the raised
stone platform just inside the second gate, the unfinished vamp of a sand-
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