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252 THE PLUM IN THE GOLDEN VASE

she was utterly delighted. Thereupon, the incense, candles, and paper
money were all prepared and the ceremony of burning spirit money on the
woman'’s behalf was duly carried out.

The next day Stargazer Liu sent his wife to deliver the spell for the mak-
ing of the philter and the other counteractive agents that he had promised.
The woman took care of everything just as she had been told. Having burnt
the spell to ashes, she stirred it into some good tea and, when Hsi-inen
Cl’ing came home, had Ch'un-mei serve it to him. That night the two of
them:

Shared a single pillow on the same bed.
As time passed:
One day became two,
Two days became three,
and they became:
As inseparable as fish from water, and
Enjoyed each other as usual.

Gentle reader take note: No matter whether your household be great®or
small, it is best to avoid the services of priests and nuns, Buddhists and
Taoists, wet nurses and go-betweens. There is no telling what they will do
behind your back. A poet of yore has left us some words of admonition, in
the form of a quatrain, that express this very well:

To the fornmal reception room of your house
never admit female professionals;

Always keep your back door sceurely locked
in order to deny them admission.

If you have a well in your courtyard,
repair even the slightest fissure;

Then your catastrophes will be few
and your stars of good fortunie inany.

If you want to know the outcome of these events,
Pray consult the story related in the following chapter.




